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CHAP. 1. 


"1 Here .is no man that ever pnder- 
ſtood the Intereſt of Mankind, of 
. Families, Cirics, Kingdoms;Chur- 

_ .»chegand of Jeſus Chriſt the Rirg 

and Saviour, but he muſt needs know: thar 
the right InftruCtion,Educarian, and Sandti- 
fication of 'Y7oxth is of unſpeakable conſe - 
quence to them all. | In'the place, where 
God: moſt bleſt my Jabours ( at Kidder- 
miſter , in Worceſter: ſhire ) my firſt. and 
greateſt ſucceſs'was upon: the Y@utb. And 
(which was a marvellous way. of Divine, 
Mercy: oy _— God had toucht -the'hearts. 
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of young Men and Girles with a love of 
ME pg delightfo! obedience to the 
truth;-che!Parents and Grandfathers who 
bad "gown old jn;; a9; ignorant” wort 
Stare; dt any Nj falt into ped 


' and love of Piety, induced by the love of 


thein Chilgren, whom they perceived to 
be rthade'by ir, muthwiſer'and better, and 
more (dutiful ro them:\ And God by his 
unexpeRed diſpoſing Providence, having 
now tWenty years placed*me'in and: -near 
London," where" in.variety.: of. places and 
conditions, ( ſometimes under reſtraint by 
men, and ſometimes at more liberty ) [ 


| have Preached bur as :to Strangers, in 0- 


ther mens Pulpits as:Leonld;and not to any 
ſpecial flock of mine, I have been leſs 
Capable of judging:of 'my ſucceſs: Butby 
much* experience have been. made riore 
ſenſible of the Neceſlity: of watning*and | 
ftractirig youth, thin þ was before. The 
fad reports of - fame! have: tanghticme: 
The fad Complaints of mournful:Parenrs 


have'taught ir me: The fad (obfervation 


6f the wilful mpeniterice: of ſome of. my; 


- acquainrahces tellscitime,: The ' many; ſeoro 


if not hundred bills, that have been-pub- 
lieKly - putwup ro:me; /to pray for wicked 
and 'obſtinate- Children have told it/ me} 
And by the ' grace” of. God, 'the penitenrt 

y > . ag Confeilions, 
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Confeſſions, Lamentations, and reſtitutions 
of many Converts have more particularly 
acquainted me. withy their, Caſe. Which 
moved (me on my Thurſdays Lecture a 
while to: deſign the firſt ofevery month, 
to ſpeak to youth and+ thoſe that {edgcate 
them, 

. And though I'bave already loaded the 
workd: with beoks, finding that' God ſeems 
ro'be:about chding/my life and” hbours, 1 
anvurged inmy mind' by the greatneſs of 
the'caſeto add yer this Epiſtle to the youn« 
ger-ſort, Which ſhatl contain I. The great 
importance .of the Cafe of youth; ILHow 
no ftands with: them in matter' 'of faCt; 
HI. What are the Cauſes of theiri'ſm and 
dangerous degeneracy, - IV.' How great'a 
bleſſing wiſe and-godly youtty are to them - 
ſelves and others., V. How great a plague 
and calamity the ungodly are. VI, What 
great reaſon ungodly. ſenſual youth have, 
pteſetitly' ro Repent and; Turn to'-God. 
VH: Direftions' to them how to do'it: 
VII:And ſome DireCtions to Parents about 
their Education. And all muſt be with 
the Brevity of an Epiſtle. 
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CHAP, 1I. 


Te b it devinnte to live'to God, is of us 

peakable importance. to your 'ſelvier;") 

JR:/x; You were berimnes ſolemnly De- 

jr God, as your God,your Fa- 
ther,voini Saviour and your SanCtifier; by 
yourBaptifmal Vow.And as that was: agreat 
Mercy,j|t obliged you'to great Duty :You 
were,capable in Infancy of that holy :Dedi- 
cation! and: Relation z 'and; your Parents 
were prefently obliged as. to Dedicate you 
to Ged; foto Educate you' for God :/And 
as ſoon as you. are capable of performance, 
the Vow is upon your ſelves to do it, If 
your:Childhood is not preſently: obliged 
ro Holineſs, according to your-natural ca- 
pacity, 'no-doubt your Vow and Baptiſm 
ſhould: have been *alfo delayed. Little 
think: many. that calk againft 'Anabapriſts, 
how they condemn themſelves by che Sa- 
cred Name of Chriſtians, while. they by 
perf tious Sicriledge deny God that which 
they Vowed to him. 

2, All your time and life is given you by 
(God, for one End and'Uſe; and al) is little 
enough; and will you alienate the yery 

begin», 
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beginning, and be 'Rebels ſo ſoon? 
\2...'The youngeſt have not -afſurance of 
ife for a. day, or an hour. Thouſands go 
. Hout-of the World in youth, Alas, the Fleſh 
pf young men is correptible; liable ro hun- 
Ireds of Diſeaſes, as'wel] as the. old. How 
Euickly may a vein break, and cold ſeize 
0n your bead and lungs, and turn to an un- . 
urable Conſumption ? How quickly may a 
ever, a Pleuriſte, an-Impoſtume,or one of 
2 thouſand Accidents, turn your Bodies to 
orruption ? And O that 1 knew how 
o._ make you ſenſible how dreadful a 
hing ir is co die in an unholy ſtate, and in 
he guilt of any: anpardoned fin ? An un- 
ſanftified Soul, that hath lived here but rs 


*©, ke fleſh, and the world, will be but fewel 
1'For the fire'of Hell, and the wrathful Ju- 
ed ey the moſt holy God. | And'though 
*4- in the courſe of undiftord'd Nature, young 
” en may live longer rhan the 0d, yer Na- 


ure hath ſo many diſturbances and croſſes, 
ts, that our lives are ſtill like a Candle in a 
a- Fbroken Lanthorn, which a blaſt of wind 
dy may ſoon blow out. To tell you that you 
ch B:re not certain in an unſanttified ſtare; to be 
dne day or hour more our of Hell, I expect 

Dy will not move you ſo much as the weight 
le of the Caſe deſerverh » becauſe meer 
'Y Wo/iibry of the greateſt-hurt,doth not affeRt 
| 28 in }- men 
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men when; they think there is ne-probgbs- 
lity of it,-\'Y ou haye'long been ll, and 
Ioog you hopg to beſo : But did youthink 
how many hundred Veins Arteries;Nerves, 
muſt be kept conſtantly. in order, and all 
the'blogd and humours in due temperzand 
bow the $opping of one vein, or mama | 
of the blond, ' may quickly end' you';' 
would ragher teackiyou to pdmire the _ 
cifyl- providence gf God, that ſuch 41body 
ſhopJd.be kept alive pne yeor,'. £11: 

4. Bax were you ſure 'ro'Jive to maturt 
ty;of Agggalas! bow quickly will-is come? 
What. haſte makes; Iime? How :faftido 
Daies:and Years roll 10n ?, Merhinks'it:is 
but 28 #:fewdaics fine I was: playing with 
my gchapbl-fellows; | who- now: am! in rhe 
64rh year of my Age :,''Had I nh (ervice 
done for. God, thay Fconld naw look back 
upon,” Efhould ſeem af if; I had nor lived. 
A tbquſand years, - and: ore bour;: are all 


- one. (that. jis, nothjug) when they are' paſt; 


And every; year; day' and hour of your 
lives bath its proper work: And how 'will 
you anſwer for it? Every day offerethyou 
more and more 'mercies: ; and will you de- 
ſpiſe, andlofe them ? If. you were; Heirsto 
Land,or bad an Annuity, which amounted 
but,x0 an hundred pounds a year, and you 
Were wu Gay coregelye 2 proportionable 
part 
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part of it, or Joſe-:it ; would you tofe: it: 
through neglect, and'fay, I will begits. 16 
receive it when Fam old ? Poor:Labou- 
rers' will. work hard'all-che day, that at; 
right tliey may have their wages }- And 
will:you 'contemptuoully loſe your every 
daies mercies, your ſafety, youn'commu- 
nioty with God, your daily bleſſings and: - 
his grace, which you ſtlould daily beg, and 
may daily receive #7; 5" 
 5.7Either you will Repent and-live/to 
God, '6r nor ; if nor, you are uhdohe for 
ever:''Oh how niych leſs miſerable is a 
Dog; ora Toad, than fuch a ſinner } But 
God wilt ſhew you;fd great mercy,oh how 
will abate you to think of the precious 
time of Youth, which, you madly caſt away 
in ſinT{Then. you will .chink,O/whatRnow- 
ledge; what Holineſsanight I then chave 
gov!'0Whar a. comfortable: life nighc i 
have lived ! - O whe: daies: and years of 
mercy did I caſt away. for nothing 1 Yea, 
when God hath given:yow the pardon; of 
your in; the raſt of 'his lave, and the: hopes 
of Heaven, it will wound your hearts to 
think'that you ſhould fo long, fo anthank- 
fally,- fo-heinoully offend fo gaodraGod, 
and 'neglett ſo mercifub 2 Saviour; and 
trample upon Infinice Divine Love,for the 
owe: Ti {d baſe: a ftefhlp pleaſure, That 
B 4 cver 
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ever. you ſhould be-ſq bad, 2s'to find more 
pienineed in/finning, than in living unto God. 
6;:Andb& ir known to you; if i Godin 
mercy: canvert and fave you,yer therbigrer 
fruit of :yoar: youthful. folly: may'fallow 
you in this'World to :thecgrave. -Godritiay 
forgive-the: pains/of.Helbcco a'penitentſin+ 
- ner, andiinor! forgive: the, temporat cha- 
ſtſement r0 lis fleſti; [if -p6u/' waſte your 

Eftate in Youth, you may be paoriat'Age.; 
| If you. mirry a witked/Wife;you'midy. feel 
Tt. tilkdearhy notwirkſtanding-your Repen- 
tance >\I&:-by drinking, - glartony; idleneſs, 
arhilthy luſt; you contract any uncurable 
Dilckſtes, mn Yourh; -Repentance  riiay / not 
cure-them tilt; death; Albrhis mighc <afily 
haves been/preventeg,c{if; you had! but;bad 
foredſecingsWikllom. |! Baggaryy Priſons, 
Shathe,»Codbſumprions, :'Dropſiesg: Stone, 
Gotr; Por, | which make the lives/of ma- 
'vy miſerable, are ——_ 'cadſed by: ſcant: 

fab fins. -1 7 

07 And. if ever. you think: ro be men of 
any great wiſdom, and! uſefulneſs- in _the 
World;:ro your ſelves or. 'others,your-pre- 
parations muft-be mide in' Youth, |: Great 
'Wiſdonbis/ not got'in alittle rite Who 
ever was .an-able.:[,awyecr, ! Phyſician,” or 

Philoſopher;without long/and hard Squdy ? 
If. you will ge; Jearn in: the Gramwar- 
> 4 _ Schools 
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e E Schools in your. Childhood,” you wilt be 
d: MW uofit for che, Univerſity at. riper Age;* and 
n WW if when you ſhould be Doctors, | you - are 


to. learn, to: Spell ;and | Read, your ſhame 
will rell you, , that you ſhould have ſooner 
begun. , © that you well knew how much 
of the ſafety, fruitfalneſs. and comfort, of 
all your after-life, dependeth.on the pre- 
parations of your'Y outh,! .on the Wiſdom 
and the Grace which you ſhould then ob- 
rain | As mens after- tradiog doth on their 
Appreatiſhip!.. ae Se 
\ 8. And O what a dreadful danger is it, 
leſt your youthful ſin become remedile 
and eaftom harden you,and decejvers blin 
you, and God forſake you, for your wiltul 
reſiſtance of his Grace !: God . may convert 
old bardened ſinners: But how ordinarily 
do we find, thar Age doth bur anſwer the 
preparations of Youth, and. the Veſlel ever 
afrer favouterh. of the Liquor which firſt 
chroughly tainted-ir; And-men are ,but 
ſuch as they- learned to, be and do at firſt. 
It you will be perfidious breakers of your 
Bapriſmal,, Vows, - it's juſt with God. to 
leave you to your ſelves, to.a deluded nn- 
derſtanding, to think evil, good, and good 
evil, to a ſeared. conſcience, and a harden- 
[cd heart, .and-as paſt feeling, ro work: un» 
cleanneſs, with greedineſs, Epheſ. 3. 18.and 
*: 
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to fight againſt Grace and yourown Salva- 
tion, till Death and Hell: convince yow of 
your madneſs. O ſport nor with the Juſtice 
of a ſin-hating- God! Play not- with fin} 
and with the unquenchable fire! Forſak 
ing God, is the way to be forſaken of him; 
And what is a forſaken ſoul, -but' a miſe 
_ fable Slave of Satan ? | T211 


, 


"'g. Yea, did you but-know of what mo-+ 
ment ir is, ro prevent all the heinous ſins, 
thar elſe you will commir;' yoo'-would 
make haſte to-Repent, though 'you were 
ſure to be forgiven. 'Forgiveneſs' inaketh 
not fin to be'no'fin, or to'be*'no evil, 'no 
Nine, no grief to the ſoul thathath com> 
Tattted ir.' You will cry out, O that'1 
had never knowy it ! Tolock back on ſuch 
an i1{-fpent life, will be no pleaſane choughe, 
Repentance; thougha bealing'work, is bit 
ref ; yea, oft-rimes exceeding bitter: Make 
nor work for it; if you love your peace, 
" *10, And'is it's ſmall thing to you, that 
ou are #1! 'this' while doing” hurt to- 0+ 
thers ? Anid/drawing them to fin,and plung- 
ing cheny' into rhat dangerous guift, which 
- can no way be pardoned bur by the blood 
'of Chriſt, pon ''true Converſion': And 
when they have-joyned with you in-Jaft 
and fleſhly pleafare,it is not-in your power 
- torurn them, thac they may'joyn'with you 
7 in 
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in ſound Repentance : And if not ,they muſt 
lie in Hell for ever: And'can you make-2 
ſport of your own and other mens damna- 
tion? Bur -rhis Teaderh me-to the Second 
Point,| I have 'ſhewed' you" of what vaſt- 
concernment it/is to your {eyes to begin 
berimes a holytife, I wilf next ſhew you 
of whacr concernment Ic to others, | 


— =Y . » m_ — _———— tt ——_—{ 
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of _ Publick”: Concermaend rhe Onality 
| -If Youth bs. 
$1.” THe welfare of hb World| is of far 
greater/worth than'of any ſingle 
pevſon ;/ and the hath pur ' off Humanity 
whe doth not more earneſtly defire it. ' If 
rhixWorld confifted but ' of one Genera- 
tion, then to make that Generation wiſe 
and good, would be enough to make it a 
happy World. Bur iris nor fo: In Heaven, 
and ia yhe furure glorious Kingtom, there 
1sneither marrying, nor giving'in marriage, 
bor they are as-the Angels, in-a fixed ever- 
laſting State, and one continued Genera- 
rion makerh up the New feruſalem : Being 
once holy-and- happy, they are ſo for ever: 
But here ir is not ſo: One Generation 
—_ cometh, 
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cometh, and another goeth:: If the Father 
beas wiſe;as;So{omon, the Son may; be as 
fooliſh: as, Rebobn, :0 what j great work 


th ro un 


gence in-. ; - and "elpecially © the 
Grace of God ! And when all is done, the 
man-quickly-dierh, and obtaineth his ends 
in ack world: Bur- his- Children are 
born as ignorant, and perhaps as bad as he 
was born;' He can neither-leave them. his 
Knowledge; nor.. bis Grace. . They muſt 
have all rhe ſame teaching, and labour, and. 
blefliog.2s fie bad; ro. brmg| them” to the 
ſame-attaimmencs:: The Mercy and Cove- 

- nant of God7rakech them into his Church, 
where tbey;, haye great advantages add 
helps, and. promiſerh them more merby 
for their:relatiom to a faithful Parent, if be 
er.they do make, no forfeiture of it: But 
as their Nature is the-ſame withorhers; 
L'- fo their aqwal Wiſdom muſt come-by Gods 
=P bleſſing on.. the -uſe- of the- fame «rheans, 
which are neceſſary to the' Children of: the 

X worſt men... A Chriſtian's Child -is born 
4 with-;1no .more. Knowledge than a: Hea- 

” then” 5, and-mouſt-have as. much labour and 


® bs ey ro makerhim wile, 
| 'Ca I 
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K $2. Iris certain then thar the welfare 
pf this world'lyerh ona good ſucceſſion of 
he ſeveral Generations: , And thacall the 
"ndeavours of one Generatian, with God's, | 
zreareſt bleſſing on them will not ſerve. E: 

' Wor: the Ages following : All/ muſt begigt 

iew, and be done over again, or all will © 
be as.tndone” tothe next Age : And.it is 
ot the leaſt bleſſing on, rhe faichful thar 
heif fairb 'and godlineſs diſpoſerh them 
0 have a care of poſterity; and ro.devore 
heirChildrea wholly 'to'God, as well as 
hemſelves,'and to educate rhem in his 

ar.” Tf Nature Rad not taughr Birds and 
Beaſts to feed their Young, as well as to 
renerate them, their kind would be ſoan 
ctint, O what a bleſſed World were it, if 
be bleſſmgs\of men famous, for wiſdom 
nd godline(s.” were entailed on all rhazr 

dulſd ſpring from them ! and if this were 
be common caſe ! | 

$ 3. Bur the doleful miferies of rhe 
World have come from the degenerating 
df good mens poſterity. Adam bath his. 
4in, and Noah his Cham, and David his 

bſalom ; ' Solomon, Hez.chiah, foſiah, left 
zot'their-like' behind them. | The preſent 
Srate of the' Eaſtern Churches is a dread- 
ul inſtance.” Whar places'on Earth were - 
nore honourable for Faith and Piery, thati 

Altx andria, 
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Alexandria, Antioch, Feruſalem, Conſtanti- 
nople, Epheſus, Philadelphia, and the reſt of 
thoſe great and noble Countries; and theſe 
alſo ſtrengthened with the. powerfulle 
Chriſtian Empire that ever was on Earth: 
And now they ate places of Barbariſm,Ty- 

*Snny, and fooliſh Mabemetaniſm, where 
the Name of Chriſt is made. a. ſcorn, and 
the few Chriſtians that; keep-up- that ſa- 
cred, Profeſſion, by Tyranny, .kept /in' ſo 
great Ignorahce,. that, alas, !. the vices: 0 
moſt of them diſhonour cheir, Profeflign, 
as much as their Enemies Perſegutions;do, 
© what a doleful. difference js4bere be+ 
tweeh that great part of the World now; 
and what it was 1400 Or: 2000. years ago-? 

And alas! were it nor for. the name of. 
pompous Chriftian-Church, ,how plain-an 
inſtance would Rome be of the ſame Dege-+ 
neracy ? And ſome Countries that received 
the bleſſing of Reformation, have revolted 
into the darkneſs of Popery.What a change 
was in England by Queen Mary's Reign 

- And how many particular Cities 6 Towns 
are grown ignorant and malignant, which 
in former times were famous for Religion! 
The Lord grant it may never be. the caſe 
of Londen | Yea, how' many perſons of Ho» 
nourable and, great: Families - have ſo: far 
degenerated from. the famous Wilde 

an 
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and Piety of their Grandfathers, yea ang 
Fathers, as to hate that which their Pa- - 
Erents loved, and perſecute- thoſe whom 
WT their Anceſtors honoured, The names of 
:W many Great men ſtand hovoured in Hiſto- 
ry, for their Holineſs to God, and. their 
Service to their Countries, whoſe poſterity 
are the men that weare moſt in'danger of: 
Alas ! in how few ſuch houſes hath Piery 
kept any long ſucceſſion z yea, ſome take 
their Fathers virtues. to be ſo much cheir 
diſhonour, that they rurn malignant Perfe- 
cutors, to free themſelves from the: fup- 
poſed, reproach of their Relations. Yet, 
ſome Preachers of «he Goſpe}, devored to 
God by pious Parents, become Revilers of 
their qwn Parents, and deſpiſers of their 
Piety, as the. cfteCct af factious Ignorance, 

i $ 4. And on- the other fide, when Piety 
bath-tucceſſively,as a River Kept irs courfe, 
whes a bleſſing hath it proved ? (Bur how 
rare is that?}- And when Children: have 
proved. better than their Parents, it bath 
beentche beginning of welfare to the places 
where they lived. How marvelloufly did. 
the Reformation prevail in Germany in 
Tuther's time, when God brought out of 
Popifh Monaſteries many excellent Initru- 
ments of his Service? And Princes became. 


wiſe and pious, Whoſe Parents had been 
n blind 


£467 
blind © or impious? Godlineſs or wickedneſs, 
Welfare or calamity, follow the changes 
Ls andqualiry of poſterity. 

' And men live fo ſhort a time, that the 
work of Educating Youth aright, 1s One 
half the great buſinefs of man's Life : He 
that bath a'Plantation of Oaks, = work 
for. twenty Geverations: But | he that 
gore Gardens and Orchards. - with 
fants that liye' but a little time, muft be 
Rill planting, watering,a ng defending. them. 
 _ $5. Among the Antient Sages of the 
World, the Greeks and Komant, and mych 
more among the /ſrael:tes, the care of po- 
ſterity, and publick welfare, was the great 
thing which differenced the virtuous and 
. Tandable, from thoſe of a baſe, ſelfiſh, ſen- 
ſua] diſpoſition, He was the braveſt Ci- 
rizen of Royer, that did moſt Jove; and beſt 
ferve his Country: And he was the Saint 
among the. Jews, who moſt Toved Soy, 
and the Security and Succeſſion of its ho- 
| ly and peaceable poſterity. And the Chri- 
ſtian Faich,, and Hope, and Intereſt, doth 
[ead us herein to a much: higher pitch, and 
to a greater zeal for publick good, in fol- 
lowing bim that whipt out propamers 
. from, the Temple; even a zeal of God's 
Houſe, which ecateth vs up: Ir reacherh.vs 


by the Croſs moſt effeftually” ro-dey our 
- fely en, 
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ſelves, and to think nothing to0. dear fo 
es & part with, to-edifie the Church of. God ; 
\ nor ariy labour. orſuffering too great for” 
he common good. It teacheth us to pray for 
ne the: Hallowing of God's Name, the Coming 
Je of bir Kingdom , and the doing of his Will 
rk Ron Earth, as it is done in Heaven, beformour 
daily Bread, and any other perſonal Intereſt 
df our own, - Therefore the Families of 
hriſtians ſhould be as ſo maty Schools, or 
zhurches,to train up a ſucceſſion of perſons 
cet for the great communicative works 
hich God calleth all Believers to, in their 
04 Weveral meaſures :' It is eminently Teachers, 
dut itis alſo all ofbers in their-ſeveral ranks, q 
rho muſt be the Salt of the Earth, and the 
ights of the World.. And indeed the Spirit 
}f Holineſs is ſo eminently the Spirit of 
ove to: God and Man, that it inclineth e- 
ery ſanRified perſon to a Communicative 
ical, to make others wiſe, and good, and 


appy- 

F 6. And God in great mercy hath 
the Flanted yer more deeply and fixedly, the 
i4 Fatural Love of Parents to their Children; 
1- Wat ic might be in them a ſpring of all this 
rs oty; fo that though: fleſhly vice may | 
Ps Make men miſtake their Childrens good, 4 
os moſt ungodly men do their own, and *Y 
tink that it conſiſteth in that which if - _.. 
C doth 
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dothi notz yet ſtill: che 'general-defire of 
their Childrens well- fare,” az well-as of 
"their own, is deeply rooted; and wiſtwork 
for their weli-fare, -as ſoori as they well 
know wherein itdoth conſiſt. And God.hath 
not given them this Love only for the 
goal of the individual Children; bur much 
more for the Common- Wealth andChurch, 
that as many fticks:'make one fire, and ma» 
ny exerciſed Souldiers one Army, ſo mas» 
ny wel] educated Children, may make up 
one peaceable and holy Society. : . -. 

$ 7. And accordingly it is mueh to de 
obſerved, that God hath nor given Chit- 
dren a natural Love and ſubmiſliveneſs to 
Parents, only for the -perſonal' benetic of 
their proviſion, and other helps; bur ef- 
pecially that hereby they may be teacha- 
ble and obeient 'ro tlic Inſtructions of 
rheir Parents, by which they may become 
Bleflings in their Generations, and may 
conjunctly make up wiſe and holy SQCIe- 
ties, Families, Churches, and Comman- 
wealtks.”- For theſe ends it is, that God 
hath bound you, as to reverence your Ma- 
ſters, Tutors and Paſtors, ſo eſpecially both 
to reverence and'love your Parents, that 
you-may be the more capable of their ne- 
ceflary Inſtruftion and Advice. 


C Bs —_ the greac ftrictneſs of God, in 
Ccon-! 
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ondemning Polygamy, Adultery and For= 
nication, ſeemeth ro be efpecially for the 
ecuring of the goodEducation of Children, 
or their Souls, and for rhe publick good : 
or it is notorious, that confuſion in Mar- 
1ages and Generation, would many ways 
end to the depraving of humane Educari- 
2n, While Mothers had not rhe neceſlary 

ncouragement to perform thieir part: The 
Founger Women would be a while efteem- 
d, and afterward be caſt off, and made 

oſt miſerable, and Families be like wan- 
Iring beggars, or like expoſed Orphansy, 
Diſorder , and Confuſion would deprive 

bildren of much of their neceſſary helps, 
nd Barbarouſneſs and bruitiſhneſs corrept 

lankind, 

By all this it is moſt evident, that-the 
preat means of the wellfare of che World, 
muſt be the faithful and holy endeavours 
df Parents , and the” willing teachableneſs 
nd obedience of Children, that they may 
ſcape the ſnares of folly and-fleſhly Luſte, 
zad may betimes get that Wiſdom and 
ove of Gocdneſs, which may make them 
t to be bleſſings to the places where they 
ve, 
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CHAP. 'T'V: 


How the Caſe ftandeth with our Youth in 
matter of Fatt. 


$ 1, Hrough the great mercy of God, 
many Families are ſacred Nurſe- 
ries for Church and Kingdom; and many 
Parents have great comfort. in the Grace 
of God appearing in their Children. From 
' their early Childhood manyare of humble, 
obedient Diſpoſitions, and have a love to 
" Knowledge , ahd a love to the word of 
God, and to thoſe that are good and vir- 
tuous perſons. They have inward convicti- 
ons of the evil of Sin, and a fear of finning, 
and a great diſlike of wicked perſons, and 
a great Love. and reverend Obedience to 
their Parents,and when they grow up,they 
diligently learn in private, and in publick : 
They increaſe in their love to the Scrip- 
rures and good Books, and to Godly teach- 
ers, and godly Company, and God ſaveth 
them ſrom temptations, and worldly de- 
ceits, and fleſhly Luſts, and they 'live to 
God, and are bleſſings tro the Land, the 
Joy of their Friends, and exemplary and 
uſeful to thoſe whom they converſe with. 
'$ 2, Butal!, even religious Parents have 
net 
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not the like blefling in their Children. 
I. Some of them, though religious other- 
wiſe, are lamentably careleſs. of the duty 
which they promiſed to perform (at Bap- 
tiſm) in the education of their Children, 
and do but ſuperficially and formally in- 
ſtrat them, and are too faulty as to the 
Example whictr they ſhould give them, 
and ſeem to think that- God muſt bleſs 
them, becauſe they are theirs, and becauſe 
they are bapriſed, while they neglect their 
promiſed Endeavours. 2. And ſome Chil. 
dren when "they grow up, and are bound 
_ to reſiſt temptations, and-to uſe Gods ap- 
pointed means for their own good, do wil- 
fully refiſt Gods Grace, and run into temp- 
rations, -and negle@t , and wretchedly be- 
tray themſelves, and forfeit the mercies 
which they needed. 

C3. In: all my obſervation God hath 
moſt blefied rhe:Children of thoſe Parents, 
who have: educated them -as followeth : 
I. Thoſe that have been: particularly fſen- 
ſible what'they promiſes for them in the 
Baptiſmal Vow, and made- Conſcience of 
performing it. 2. Thoſe that have had 
more care of their Souls than of their out- 
ward Wealth. 3. Thoſe that have been 
. moſt careful 'to teach them the pravity of / 
corrupted narure by original fin , and'tp 
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humble them and teach them the need of 
a Saviour , and his renewing 'as well as 
pardoning Grace, and to tell them the 
work of the Spirit of Sanctification, and 
reach them abgve all ro look to the in- 
ward ſtate of their Souls. 4- . Thoſe that 
have moſt ſerionfly minded themof death, 
judgment, and the Life to come. 5. Thoſe 
that have always ſpoken of God. with the 
Zreateſt reverench, attection and delight. 
6; Thoſe that haye moſt wiffly laboured 
t6.;make all; the knowledge and 'practice 
of. Religion. pleaſant unto them, by the 
ſuitableneſs of, DaCtrines and. Duties -to 
their.. capacity, , 7. Thoſe that have moſt 


diſgraced fin tpithem, — 'baſe and 


fleſhly pleaſures, 8. Thole ther have kept 
them from the bairs of ſenſuality, not gra- 
tifying their appetites in meats-and drink, 
to bring them to-an unruly babir ; bur oſed 
them to a babar of temperance, - and neg- 
le& of appetite. , 9-' Thoſe that have moſt 
diſgraced worldlineſs and Pride to them, 
and yſed them; yo;low things in Apparel 
and Poſſeſſion ,. and. rold them how the 
proud are hateful to God, and fet before 
them the example of a crucified Chriſt,and 
opencd to them the Doctrine of Mortiſca- 
tion, and (clf-depial, and the great necefli- 
ty. qf 4rye humiliey, x9. Thoſe that have 
bees 
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been moſt ,watebful;.to know their, Chil." 
drens.particular tinclingtions and remprati- 
ons; and apply. an(werable remedies,-.and 
not -carcſefly Jeave them to themſelyes, 
11: Thoſe that haye been moſt, careful to 
keep them from-ill; Gompany, ..eſpeclally, 
( 1. ). Of wicked;:Youths,: of their own 
grouth-dnd neighbourkoo0d,, (2) And of 
cempcing)Women;: iz Thoſe that have 
moſt wely uſed 'them-£0 the meeteſt pub- 
lick Teachers, and -h&dp them to.remem- 
ber and underſtand what they hear, eſpe- 
cially the' fandamenta]-truths in. the Cate- 
chiſin. 1x 2, Thoſe that baye moſt wiſely 
engaged them into the familiarity and fre- 
quent converſe of ſome ſuitable, godly; ex- 
emplary Companions; 14; Thoſe.thas have 
moſt” conſcionably. ſptntiche:Lords/days in 
publick-and in thejr>@milies. 15. Thoſe 
that : have done all this; as with reverend 
gravity, ſo eſpecially: with tender, endtar- 


. ing- Love to thEir. Children ;; convincing 


them; that it is -all done far their own 
good: And that donot by 1mprudent weak- 
neſfes, ignorance, . paſſtons, or ſcandal; fru- 
ſtrate. their. own - Endeavours. 16: Thoſe 
that uſe not their Children as. meer patt- 
ents, only to hear whir-their Parents ſay ; 
but mgage them >ro:cobftant Endeavours 
of their own, for their. own good ; cipeti- 
v2 | -1/7 0 WP C 4 a- 
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ally in the reading of - Scripture; and'the 
. moſt; ſuitable Booksj/:and medivaring-on 
them, and daily perfonalPrayer iro:God: 
17, Laſtly,' Thoſe thavpray moſt-hearriby 
and- believingly for! Gods Grace: and his 
Bleſſing! on. their: endeavours: Suck mens 
Children are uſually:bleffed./:'v it) {1 ) 
{ 4. But it 44#no-wonder, where ſach 
means are neglected; : much ©. moxe'-when 
Parents are ungodly;;:fleſhly, eg ar +, > 
ſons, and” perhaps, Enemies to a holy life, 
if the Children ofſteh dre ignorant,: delu- 
ded, ungodly, and drown'd-in fleſhly Lifts, 
And, alas! it is the multitude of.ſuch; and 
their fad conditions; which is the occafion 
of my writing this Epiſtle, 140 
$5. 7, We ſee, rwour grief, that ma» 
ny Children are of a:ſtupid and unteachable 
diſpoſition , .and almoſt-uncapable/ of - In- 
ftruſtion,'-who yetcan as quickly learn to 
ralk-of common matters, as other,perſons, 
and can as eaſily learn a Trade, or-how':ro 
do -any- ordinary buſinefs. And: though 
ſome inconſiderate perſons overlook he 
cauſality of the more-:1immediare;Parents 
ſins,: inſuch judgments on their Children, 
as-ijf. irwere only: Adam's Sin that hurt 
them, I have elfewhere proved, that :this 
js their-great and. dangerovs miſtake. ' As 
-Dayid's Child dyed fotabe Fathers 8, the 
3s . 4 Children 
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nildren of Gluttons, Drunkards, Fornica» 
ors, oft contratt ſuch -bodiJy diſtempers, 
as greatly rend to ſtupifie pr further vitiate 
he mind. And their Souls may have fad ad- 
ditions tothe: common humane pravity.- * 
2. Accordingly many Children have 
more violent paſſions, -and carnal deſires, 
han others,” which, run'them ito wicked 
ays'impernouſly, as if;they were almoſt 
bruits that:had no reaſon'ar power to reli; 
And all wards-and corrections are to. them 
of little force, but they: are as blocks, that 
when you have ſaid and done what you can; 
go away:a$ if they bad-nort heard you. 

3. And-ſome have croſs and crooked na- 
tures, addicted ro that which is naugbr,and 
the more, by how much the more you do 
contradich' them : Froward and-obſtinate, 
as if it were a deſirable Victory to them, 
to overcome: their Parents, and eſcape all- 
that would: make them- wiſe and good: 
Dogged, ſour, proud, ſelf-willed, and ut- 
rerly diſobedienr, : 

4. And 'too many have. ſo great an En- 
mity and-averſneſs to all that is holy, ſpi- 
ritual and heavenly, that they are weary 
to hear you taſk of ir, and you perſuade 
them to learn, to read, to pray, to me- 
ditate , or conſider, as you perſuade a * 
ſick man to the meat which he dath loath, 
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of # ian to dwellwith thoſe that he bateth, 
They have no appetice to ſuch: things ;- nc 
pleafare in them; *when you: have ſaid al 
of God, and Chriſt\' and Glory, they | 


lieve It ngr, or they favour -icaot: Th 
are things above their reach abd love, yea, 
_ things againft-rheir carnal minds. You tire 
chem worſe than if yoa talk'd. ina;ftrang| 
Language to then; tuch 'enmiry'is.in'th 
heart of corrupted man to Gdd and Hea 
ven, till the Grace of che great:Reconcilet 
overcome ir by a new Lite, and Light and 
' Love. '« I 1 1 

5, And when cuſtom is added ro all 
theſe vicious diſpoſitions, alas, what ſlaves 
and drudges of Satan doth ir: make them! 
For inſtance, = {os 31 

x. Some are {5 corrupted with' rhe Love 
of ſport, that gaming or Stape-playr, or on 
ſach foolery or another, /becomech ſo plea: 
ſant to them, that'they can anderſtand or 
believe nothing that is ſaid againſt ir by 
God or man; their diſeaſed Phantaſie hath 
fo-conquered reaſsn, that they cannot re 
ftrain themſelves 3 bur in their callings and 
In religious Exerciſes they are weary, and 
long to Þbe at their: ſports, and muſt Þ 
gone; neither God, nog Holineſs, nor the 
Joys of Heaven are half ſo fiveer to thei 
chooghts as theſe are: For they have a 

| mer 
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ark of miſery, 2 T3#9.'3 -4. They aft lovers 
pf pleaſures more than'tevers of God, **'" 

The ſame I ſay of fSnfal mirth; and the 
ompany which doth” clieriſh it; Lirtle:do 
icy believe Solomon, Becker, 5. 2,34. Tt is 

better t6"go to the Howfe 'of HMonvning, than 

1'go to the Houſe of - Feaſting: For'that is 
the cid of all men,” and the lwving will lay it 
ro his heart. Sorrow is better than Latig lter : 
For by the ſadnef of the Conntenance the 
Heart is made better The Heart of the wiſe 
is in the Hons of Mourning, but the Heart 
of fools is inthe Houſe of Mirth. It is better 
ro hear the rebuke of the wiſe, than'for a man 
[ro bear the Song of fools: For as tho &rack- 
ling of Thorns under a Pot, ſo is the Langhter 

Foals. A btn 

F I's true, that Mirth is very defirable to 
nature: And God is not againſt it,- but 
much more for it than finners will believe : 
But it is a rational 'Mirch which befeemerh 
@ rational Creature; and ſuch as he can 
Juſtifie, and as wil! make him better, and ' 
rends' to felicity, and everlaſting mirch ; 
and not the cauſeleſs 'mirth of mad men, 
that ſer their houſe on fire, and then laugh 
and fing over ir, nor like the mirth of a 
drunken man, whoſe ſhame expoſeth him 
to pitry or derifion, nor any ſuch 'mirch as 
leadeth a man from God ro fin, and keep 
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eth-him from the way of man-like and e. 
verlaſting. joy,:and, propareth for the great- 


_ eſt ſorrows. 


2+ There arc ſome ſo called to their 


Appetites, that their Reaſon hath no power: 


to rule chem; but like bruits they muſt 


needs haye what the: Belly and Throat de- 
fire; And if they be the Children of the 


Rich, 'who have always. /#/{ and pleaſant 
food, « conſtant fleſh-pleaſing, and true Glut- 
tony,. is 'taken for no fin; and like Swine, 
they do but live ro eat whereas they ſhould 
bur cat tolive, and chearfully ſerve God. 
Bur it's never ſo dangerous as when it 
turneth to ..the lovei of drink ; Then the 
pleaſing ofthe Throat, 6 the pleaſing of the 
Brain by mirth going together; do fo much 
corrupt the appetice and fantaſie,thar their 
thooghts run after, it, and reaſan hath no 
power to ſhut their Mouths, nor keep.them 
from the Honſe of Sin, Some fin againſt an 


accuſing Conſcience, and under their con-- 


victions and: Terrors -do drink on, which 
yet they could forbear,.if they knew there 
were; Poiſon in'the- Cup: Some'are-more 
miſerable; -and have ſinned themſelves int 
ſcaredneſs.of Conſcience, and paſt feeling, 
and perhaps into infidelity; anda blinded 
mind,. perſuading them that there is no 
great hari or danger in the Sin, and thag 
it 


A. 
it is but ſome preciſe people that make ſo 
great a matter Of it: And ſome that have 
purpoſes to forſake the fin, when appetite 
ſtirs forget it all; and when Company en- 
riceth, and when they ſee the Cup, they 
have no power to forbear, 'O what a pitt]- 
ful ſight it is, to ſee men in the flower of 
Youth and Strength,when they ſhould moſt 
rejoyce in God and Holineſs, to be ſtill 
thirſty after a forbidden pleaſure, and haſt- 
ing to the Tavern or Alechouſe, as a Bird 


to. the ſhare of the Fowler, and ſweetly and 


greedily ſfallowing the poiſonous' Cup 
which God forbiddeth! And that falſe Re- 
pentance which Conſcience and Experience 
force them to ſomerimes, is forgotten the 
next day when the temptation is renewed : 
Yea, the Throat-madnef,, and the merry and 
Belly-Devils are within them a continual 
temptation, which the miſerable ſlaves 
cannot reſiſt, 

3, And theſe beaſtly, fleſhly fins, do u- 
ſually make them weary of their callings, 
and of any honeſt labour: TheDevil hath by 
this time got poſlefſion of their thoughts, 
by the byaſs of Delight and finfal Luſt; and 
they are thinking of Meat, or Drink, or 
Play,or merry Company, when they ſhould 
be diligently at work: And fo Idleneſs be- 
comes the nurſery-of Temptation, and - 
a 
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all zheir. other vice, as; well as a conſtant 
ſin of Onviſioo, and-lols of haſty precious 
cime, And cuſtom increaſeth the habits,and 
maketh them good 1far nothing, and like 
, dead men to all that life is given them for, 
ae ad ans ro prepare by ſin for endleſs 
1 ry. 4 (1 | 

4- And uſually Pride alſo rakes its part, 
to make the fin of S:domz in them cams 
pleat, Eze% 16. 49. Pride, Fulneſi, and Tdle- 
xef,, They that muſt be in their jovial 
Company, muſt not ſeem deſpicable among 
them, bur muſt be in. the mode and faſhi- 
on;; what ever it coſt. When they make 
themſelves adious in the fight of God, and 
the pitty. of all wiſe men, and a terror to 
themſelves, yet they muſt be ſome body 
to their ſortiſh Companions, eſpecially of 
the Female Sex; Leſt the Image of the 
Devil, and *his victory. over them ſhould 
not be perfect, if Pride were left out, how 
unreaſonable ſoever, 

5. And by this time they bave (uſually 
here amongſt the rich and idle,) a further 
ſtep towardsHell to go,and yet a deepGulf 
to,fall-inta; Fleſaly Luft next entangleth 
them, in +p2wodeſt Converſe with Women , 
and thence into filthy Fornication. The De-+ 
vil will feldom loſe a-Sou] for want of a 
temptation: Either he will provide them 

| one 
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one.abtoad among their lewd Companions, 
or at home ſame Davghter or- ſ(eryant of 
the Houſe, where they can oft ger oppor- 
tunity, : firſt for uncivil ſights aod touches, 
and then: for aCtual  Fornication; And. if 
they have done ir once, they are uſually 
like the Bird that's faſt in che Lime-rwigs; 
Conſcience | may ſtruggle, but Luſt $ 
them-faſt, and che Devil ſaith, 1f once ma 
be pardoned, why not twice, aud if twice, w 
not thrice; and ſo they go on as an Ox tothe 
Slanghter, and a fool to the correttion of the 
Stocks, and know not that it 15 for their lives. 
Prov. 7.41, 22, 23. Till they mourn at laſt 
(perhaps) when Fleſh and Boay are conſumed, 
aud ſay, How have I hated [nftruttion, and 
my heart deſpiſed reproof, and have not obey- 
. ed the woice of my Teachers, nor inclined my 
Ears to them that inſirutted me? I was al- 
moſt in all ev}, &c. Pro. 5. 12,13,14. And 
r's well for the wrerches if thisRepentance 
be true and in time, that'though the Fleſh 
'be deſtroyed, the Spiric may be ſaved : For 
Solomon ſaith, Prov. 2. 18,19. Her houſe en- 
clineth to death, and her paths to the dead: 
None that go ants her Yeturn again, neither 
take they beld of the paths of Life. God, I 
doubt not,,recovereth ſome, but the caſe is 
dangerous: For rhough Age and Sickneſs 
cure Luſt, vfually betore that the Conſci- 
TW , COCcc 
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ence is ſeared and debauched, and they be. 
ing paſt feeling 'work Uncleannefi with pree: 
anef, and forſaking -God are (d forſaken 
by him, that all orher Sin, Senſualicy,' and 
Enmity againſt a holy life prevaileth againſt 
them, and the anclean Devil lets in many 
more. -Moft debauched Drunkards, Glur- 
tons and Fornicators are ſo enſlaved to Sa- 
tan, that\they think, ſay, and do what he 
would have the!m, and become the Ene- 
mies and Perſecutors of thoſe that: are a- 
painſt their ſin, and the blinded Sodomires 
g0 on to grope for the door of Loe, as one 
that reproveth them, till the; Flames of 
Juſtice ſtop the rage. 
6. And when all theſe ſins have enſlaved 
fenſual Youths, they muſt have Money to 


maifitain them ; {and if they have irnot of | 


their own, and be not the Sons of great 
men, that will maintain them in the ſervice 
of the Fleſh, they muſt ſteal to ger it, which 
uſually is either by thieviſh borrowing 
when they cannot pay, or by robbing their 
Parents or Maſters, If all the Maſters in 
London knew what Thieves their Appren- 
tices vices are, for their own ſakes they 
would take greater care to watch over 
_ them, and keep them from ill company , 
Drunkenneſs and Plays, and would reach 
them ro ſeek pleaſure in good Books, good 
rwety Company, 
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"> * {4 i; 33 Th { ve 
Comparyugng., {exving- God t had opts: 
known ks mp\{elf;} if therC exſe/rome andiRo! 
firnyen af. magy rr gee nato> 
know.1 IC: 1 I thank God - thathe res | 
co Fea, ſo many;#but-L muſt”. 
rell fol, ourh, thati#egerrance -inſelf1;" 
eſpecia ry k have Ref :itdtion;lis:. 


ſo bitter, thas'\zhe ; would: -prevent that-:: 
need. of it,. If N02 thoiſe of rear 
ſon and forelighe.. © wW a0 beart-rearing 


Confeſſions, ;and, fad. Lertare bave 1 had'// 
from many young Apprentices in thisCiryy *: 
Much adog.,te;; leaps: At4er.:deſpair ea 
had, whep Gonſeienge (nant ro bts7" 
memberall their {in and And when 
they knew 4hat. ph oy db if poile;,” 
ble, all that gyeraþ ey deceived 'or robbed! 
their Mafters;,qr1 any others: of. O what, / 
difficulties hath-3z. pyc them:.49, doth 'as fwvcrr 
the ſhame of Cagfelſior, andgbe actual Re-c 7 L 
ſtiturionl, Sqmne;þave nog:Nloney ;- and 2c 
go and confeſs.the ſin and dehtyand promiſe.:'; 
ro pay it jf, Ever;rhey art! _ leemeti»:: 


nargly but muſj.be done; Some have; rough» 
Maſters that will:dj{grace vemvhen. they: 
conſels, it. , Fame. have: Razeurs that paid 
dear. to. {&t1them Appremigases and would, 
g0 Ke -by ta $ $hamwthibgbegthnew withalr | 
caſe... So i aww whe hy grieys ©: 


theje, Wiyes to know what th 


bayc heen, 
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and kow much they muſt reſtore, Wiſdom 
might ' have prevented this; bur if the 
Thatn be got into the Conſcience; it muſt 
come but amd-if the poiſon el doings he 
ic muſt-come wp,/ what gri: 6 
Vomit coſt, 'There:is no DI ning Hell 
fir:nor -jeaſting-with-the' Juſt Ee 08 
meſt Holy 'Gad:Ohe penitetitfeview:of -- 
. fleſhly Loſt, and ſinful pleaſive;' and fall-* 

hoad; and Jeveir, i nk Balfom if frrue 
' abgþirimely) nb turn all*iiro Gall and _ 
WhrmWroods For the end of" Hnfbl' mirth” 
is foarrow.'' 7 242 [4 

74And. too, many: _=_ be that eſcape the 
groſs and ky pre r part of the foreſaid © 
{enſadlicy-an ieouſorfiz hit yet do, 

derdhge/ ad '1dol 7 a8iſer” them-' 
ſelves \wholly »to/riſe itt #he* World, and © 
Riches, Preferiment, and -Honoer- have al-"" 
moſt oil their hearts ard care?) That haye”' 
nodelight in'Godahd bolinefs; nor doth 
the'ſtareof their'Sonls, or 'the ehoughr ww 
theideverlaſtingiſtate, affeR'them” in any 
meaſure:,-' according to its  unſpe ke 
woight, nor-{6/ much as' theſe dows 
which they purfve. And when'great Tra- 
velters, that haveſten muctof the world, * 
anÞold men; ; and'dying ren, that tave had” 
all that ir"catrdo; ard force By © Pate Mei 
ro ww all | Vanity" "and PRC xperi- 
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enced Youth, that are taken up with the 
hopes of long proſperity, and proviſion for 
alt that the Fleſh "denreth;, have orher 
thoughts of ir, and re not know that it 
is deceitful Vanity, till it hath deceived 
them. of their chiefeſt Hope and. Treaſure. 
Fo rhen they have No ee the Sha. 
dow whigh they pyrſue ſo greedily, they 
find'it what oerttav done beforethem, 


the fieerer the mats x. and rhe 
parting _ be rhe more 
q 


itter: Whereas 


hafl they. ſought Hrft'V th Kingdom” and 
ro Fight oulneſs, and fix days 53 prod in 
obedience ro-God,' and Teferred all corpo- 
ral Beings ro fred? aſe, ap het 
ing nds; faking rheth al from God roTerve 
himby them , they. might have had e- 
nough' as an oyerplus'ro rheir ſarisfying 
Treaſure. Ms yo 
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PECI- 
ally, yiefi mens - Sons, .and Apprentices in 
this City: I-told;you. before of what con- 
.ceftn, the ſtare of, - ;outh-is' ro themlclves 
EY rrkaky, From, thence - (and. alas from 


p00 * 122197 G3 SIGH © 1! iefew wah 
P-tf26.010 you. ab6, very, Hivepiabe 
al 


lad experience) ir's I y'to gather the dole- 
toJnefs.of the caſe of thoſe chat are, drown- 


«4, flgthly Luft, and have, fined them 
{clve3.inro the guilt and. danger. which I 
"have deſcribed. Bur *I will name, fome 
parts of the miſery more particularly a- 
Wan.” * | 
þ & 1. Review the ſecond Chapter, and 
chick whar a daleful caſe this 1s to your 
ferry. — gi e— — — 4 a 

1. Do you not. know that you are not 
Beaſts bur Men? that have reaſon given 
them ro know, and love, and ſerve their 
Maker? And how þ&i ic to ſee a man 
forget all this, and Willully brucify.bim- 
ſelf; Were the Poets fictions true of men 
turned into Trees, and Birds, and Beaſts, 
how 
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how ſmall were the miſery i in compariſon 
of yours. Tris no fih in Bruits to Juſt, or ro 
eat and drink too much.” They have not 
reaſon totreftrain and rule them ; but leſt 
they ſhonld kill themſelves by exceſs, God 
hath'made reaſonable man their Governor, 
and moderaterh their Appetite in the tem- 
per of their natures* But for a reaſonable 
Creature toſubjeCt himſelf to fleſhly Ap- 
p-rite, 'arid wilfully degrade his Soul to 
che rank of Bruits, is worſe than if he had 
been made'with the Body and the unrea- 
ſonablerieſs'of Bruits,, Are you capable of 
no better things than theſe ? | 
C 2. And what an odious thing 1s it, 

when God hath choſen' you our of the 
World ro be members of his viſible Church, 
and given you the great priviledge of car- 
ly Entrance into bis holy” Covenant, 'and - 
waſht:yoo in the laver of viſible Regetie- 
ration; and you are yowed to Chriſt, re- 
nouncing the Luſts of the Fleſh, the World: 
and the' Devi), thar you might follow a 
Crutified Chriſt in the way of holineſs ry 
everlaſting Life, that you ſhould ſo ſoon 
prove falſe, perfilions Traicors and Rebels 
againſt him chat is your only hope, and by 
wickedgeſs and Covenant breaking, make 
your fin greater than that of Infidels, Turks 
and Hearhens, that never were taken into 
D}  -'rhe 
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the Choreh, ang Camepanc of Chriſt, nor | 
ever broke the Vows, which you have 
broken, nor {0 caſt away the mercys which 
por bad.xeceived.....,,....':; 
$.3:A0g whar a doleful caſe. isir, that 
ſo much of your . Minds, and, Love, and 
Delight, which were all made. tor, God , 
ſhould; be ſo .mifhmployed. , even .in your 


ſtrength when che Jigels be moſt vigo- 
rgus 2 and all worſe chan caſt away of filch 
and folly? If your $ouls be more _worth 
chan, your Money, 1t is morefolly and loſs 
to milimiploy and abuſe your, Souls, your 
Reaſon, Love, and your Deligh, than to 
abuſe .or,, caſt away, our, Money. And 
wha,» Traitor or Murderer deſerverh, 
that would give his Money to bire one to 
kill,che King, or. his Neighbour, I ſuppoſe 
you. know; and ;whar deſerverh we that 
will aſe not only his mony, but, himſelf, his 
ſoul, his thoughts, bis love, his deſire and 
pleaſure againſt the moſt glorious God that 
made him. That .you cannot hurt him is 
no thanks to you; while you break. his 
Laws, and deny him your Love and Du- 
ty, and love more that one thing which 
only he bateth, and. will never he recon; 

| ciled ro. is as bas a. 
| $.4-.And how deleful 2. caſe js it,, that. 
3ll the Care, and Love; and Labour of your 
: Parents, 


_— J. 
Parents; - Maſters, and(Teaehers ſhoatd be 
loſt upon;you-?. God: hath 'made 'all'this 
ang 7 v4 for-yotirigood;; and Will 
"You 6 od and them; and wilftſfy 
for nothing reject-ir all? Shaft 211 the pain 
ofa Ghild;htaring -Mother, 'and' all/her 
troubleand labour to breed you up, atd all 
your Parents care 'to/provide for you," be 
bur-to'breatl vp.2 MNave for 'the Fleſh, "rhe 
World, 'and:the-Devil,.-and a firebrand for 
Hel}? Shall godly Parents Prayers wm 
_ and Teaching,and Counſel of you, 'and-41l 
their deſir6-and carerfor your Salvation, be 
deſpiſed by you, and all forgotten and caſt 
away: for a fwinifh Luft?. 

$5. And how doleful a caſe is it,” -ebie 
a eb-of fo ſhort a Life ſhould belv , 

a thouſand times worfe than Ioſt;, evin 

—__ into | fin, to: prepare 'for miſty , 
. when alas. the longeſt Life is tictle enough 
for-our-itnportant' work,land quickly | bile, 
and the: Retkoning!andiJudge are hard It 
hand? 'Alithe Wealth, Wir'or Power 'Tn 
the World, cannot bring, or buy you back 
one hour. of 2H thar: precious tire, which 
you now {q baſely'caſt-awiy, O how: glad 
would you be of a little-of it ere long, dn 
-the tearms-chat now 'you-have it, when 
yourhe dying ,-and perceive that yobr 
ſouls are unready to appear before a righte» 
D 4 Ous 
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ous God ! Then © for one year more of 
+Þtfcious:timieb D>rhat you:kfiew/how to 
\Eall' again theirime' whichiyobureaſt away 
''op fin! Yow will ther pe! With'a' ter- 
;rified - Conſcience! char  rinte' was riot fo 
liecle,worth:48 ybu once-rhogett It,” nbr 
given you: forſ6;baſe a: work!; >Y8a} if God 
'y4mercy.bring3pot bereafter to:ttne'Con- 
;Nerſion , O-howiogwill wopndeonr hearts, 
to think how muctr of your Youth was ſv 
:Madly. caſt: away, 'while nur Gad; 'your 
Souls; and everlaſting hopes? Were all ney- 
'{Jefted and/deſpiſed?! .} -- Wilt ha: ”1l 
94 $6: And alas; cif you ſhoutdibe- cut off 
An that unboly, mierable -Eftate; no: bearc 
on earth can ſufftiiencly bewail your caſe ! 
; How, many; thoufand die yoting;/that;pro- 
. miſed.themſe] ves Jonger-pteaſuveiin fin, and 
;Repentance;;afterar?>© i fooliſhifinners ! 
_ Cannot you fo-lpng; borrow the uſe of your 
;reaſqn, 1as £0; think: ſeriouſly! whicher you 
matt go-nexc?- Do you never; think when 
the. ſmall Pos::br'> a:Feaver' tath r4ken 3- 
-way, one; of ygtr Companions, 'whitherit is 
-thar his-Soul' is. gone:?! Have you! your Wit 
For, nothing. but: ro-rafte! the fweerneſs of 
Drink. or » Luſt,. whichyis' as pleaſantiro/a 
\Dog or Swine as'116 you? (OTitthe do. 
you know-what: it/isvodied! what it/is' for 
. « Sou] th leave, the Body, and? enteriinro 
| £ 910036 462G18 07 458914 3% Ivan 
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an endleſs World > To come to jndgment 
for 411 "hjs 'fins, and all his ill ſpent, days 
and furs, and for chooſing the pleaſures 
of 'a Swine before Heaven, and. the. plea- 
ſures of" Sainr., Little Know, you .whar 
it is for Devils pretn 7 to. take away to 
Heſf.'a* wretched. Sgul which they, have 
long Keeived, T.tel] you. the lk ought of 
appearihg before God,' and and. An- 
gels in_ another World, and” Nerve on an 
endlels'frite; is'f6 dtcadful; even to. many 
that have ſpent their lives in hol Prepara- 
rior, and are indeed in a ſafe ondition , 
that they have much ado to "overcome 
the terror of Death, Even ſome.” Gods 
own ble Servants are almoſt oyer- 


ITE 


with Qvrift, yer, alas, Faith is bac ghar 
the Change 1s great beyond our Compre- 
henſjon, and therefore feareg. O then 
in what'a Caſe is a wicked, unpardoned,s Un- 
prepared Wretch, when his. wullty ſoul 
muſt'b torn from his Body, and. dragged 
in' terror to hear its doom, and A, ro the 
dreadful' Execution Sinners ' 'I8".ttiis a 
Tight+ matrer to you?” "Doth' it Dot. con» 
cern yau ?' Are you not here morta!? Do 
YOu 


042] 


how ow whitFleth is, and. what a 
"Arid are. fiot-your abuſed Souls 


| _ , 
'Utithd#tal? Ate Yo CG mad as to forget 


"this 2 Or \o'bad as not fo believe-it? Will 
Js our Kst pee vigg, 1 It. make void the Tu- 

ite and the Law of God, and ſave you 
A, that Hell, which only believing 
"have" ſaved you from ? Will nor the 
fe firs” y6u, or the Sea drown you, if 


'you' cati Buc run into it drunk or winking ? 


Fo DE feeling eaſier than be- 


* your 


vitig Friends do to fave, you? 
tiey "fee by Faith whicher you are 
ve: OY foreſce your. terror and un- 
tafe; ' atid fain,,, if poſſible, they 
LN pttvenr it: Bu t they cahnor do. jt 
trout ou. , If yoo will not conſent and 
bag 1 ne7 4 {elvex, it js not the hotye#.s nor 
WI 
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PYlends | in the World that enelp 


ov: They 

Ye hoy Tbut of GE month of the rr 
Libh: ut you will not'Þ Ehxered) hey 
cal} afd ery'to, you, O FE ,.and tarp 


to hins , wile there. 1s. Hope ; - you will 
notTet Conſcience and, Reaſon. be awaken- 
ed ;. but. thiofe that go alleep ro Hell, will 
be paſt flee ping there for ever. Q.run-not 
madly taco thi exerlalting Fire. 


, $ 7. And 


in time ? AS What ſhould 


TAPS ©. 4 - 
$7. And indeed your Acepy natiy 


and preſumption dork, ma ko. your 


more dangerons in it(elf, more pitti-. 
ful to all char know it, Givhar a fight. 13 IE. 

to ſea man go merry and laughing $6: | 
wards damnation, and make a jeaſt of hy 

own undoing ? To ſee him at the brig Ro | 
Hell, and will not believe | it? Like a ' 
man boaſting of his Xp. Or a priory 
man of his Sobriery ; Or as the Swine. Ws. 
delighted when the Butcher, is {ſhaving-his, 


| Throat to cut it: Or as the Hated Lambs 


are skipping ein the paſture, ,chat fo mQF- 
1 be killa Line eaten: Or as, the 
Bird ſits fi inging when the. Gun.i is oF oy 


runs {iriv1 in "which ſhall catch, he Bait | 
at ley be _ Que ;o 


ke Garg baprer , I will 5a Ro th 
reſt 6f your own Concerns, and a little 
riber conſider how fad the caſe of I 


wretched Youths is allo ynto others. 


$8. And if Parents be wiſe and godly, 
and underſtand fuch Childrens caſe, what 
a grief muſt it reeds be to their hearts., 
to think-, that they have begor and bred 


vp 
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up a Chlld for Sin and Hell, and cannot 
make bim willing to prevent. ir?To ſee their 
mp ſet at. nought, their Teaching 
loft,” their Teats deſpiſed; and" an” obiti-* 
nate Lad ſeem wiſer to'himfelf than'sl! hjs" 
. Teachers, even W! nhe is ſmallowing the * 
DeviPs Bait, and cruelly inoBerihe his 
own, Soul. [Ah thinks a believing Father 
i Mother; haveTbrought thee; into the 
ofr1d for this ? Harh all my repder, 'Na-' 
Abs ſo ſad an. iſſue? Is this the frait* 
f1'my ſartows, my.care, and" kindnets, 
$4 the Child of my Bowels” whom [ 
Rea in Baptiſm to Chrift; ro mike 
himſelf the Child 'of the Devil, the Sfave 
x the Fleſt' 294 "World, the Enemy of 
od and Holineſs, and his own 'deſtroy-" 
a. and all rhis, wilfully , obitinarely* 
dh gainſt afl* che Counſel ; and means 
ar T can uſe.” Alas! moſt! \breed up 
Child to, bees E an Enemy” 'to the' 
Chutch of wy o which he” was bap- 
rized? ard a S0uldier for Saran againſt 
Sh ſt? Moſt, T. *breed up @ Child for 
and"ſce him miſerable for ever? and 
cannor perſuade him to be willing 'ro be 
ſaved.], O whar a hearc, breaking muſt 
this be to thoſe, thar. Natute'#hd Orice 
have ravght: ro love {hem with ny 
even as themſelves 
"1g9, Bur 
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$9. "ati they be wickdd Parents, and 
as bad themlelves, rhe miſery i is far great- 
er, though they. yet feeljrnor : For, * 

1..As the Thief on the Croſs fad ro his 
Conipaniph,, Luk, 23. 45S, 41. Thou art In 
he fame Condemnation, ard we fr fuſfer” Jag aſs - 


ty; fer, we receive the, dut ' reward 
Mb, þ Wicked .Parents, and icked 
;dren are. I he lame Gal of Fr icternefs 26d 
Bond. of, laquity! They ' gned rogether, 
and they muſt ſuffer fhyever bogs af 
.Iros MI and Converfion do nor prey 


2. Arg! iris their wickpAipes ior was 
much: 0! the cauſe of their —_ 
and milexy:."And their own deep guilt will 
be rmore to them than their Childrens ſuf- 
fering,; God and Conſtience' will ſay* to 
them ere lang , c*O cruel Parents ! 
©that had, fo mercy 'on'ypur Children , 
© or your, ſelves ! Whiat' did* Nature 
' * reach you to love more, than Jour 
clues apd. . Jour Children? Ard would you 
* wilfully_ and obſtinatefy "be the ruine of 
* both?  Yqu would nor have done as the 
*.mad 1doſaters, thar offered their Chi). 
* dren in. | fire ta Moaloch : "And will you of: 
* fer, then, by fin to Satan and to Hell ? 
*Had a Serpenr- ſturg chem, or a Bear 
devoured 
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« devoured them, they had done but ac- 


:* cording 40. their, Nature: But was it na- 
7p Theat in.yqu to further their Uarmnatjon + ? 
*This was. reark rp0 bloody. for a Cann 
hag rqo,cruel. fqr.an Enetny, fitter for 
vil hy 2a Father,or Mother; As 
our.Child þa d'from you his yiciops na- 
-3t. was your part to *bave endea- 
catign,an Recovery: 
"haye ta vphr þi m berime to 
A mn v the. cartuption , 44 his nature, and 
'*ro,ſeck and beg the Grace of Chriſt; ro 
;haow his God, his duty, the evil of ſin, 
e Janger of temptations, and his evet- 
.<Jaſting-. hopes. and fears: You ſhould 
«have taug him ro know , what man 
Fha TD nt himſelf, by. filobey- 
"ing and departing from. "his God, 
© what Jeſos.Chriſt bath done for his Re. 
*demption, .and,whar he hingferf muſt dv 
© to be fayed_: You ſhould have ravght 
« him early how. to live, and how to die, 
* and what to ſeck , and what to ſhun: 
« Yau ſhould, kave-given him the Exam- 
« le of a holyand heavenly mind and life : 
4 Yau. ſhouſd have watch'd over. him for 
* his. ſafery,,, aud. uneeariedly' ipſtrudted. 
{ham for, bis Salyation.: Bur you led tim 
*fthe way to defp je God's Word, and fer 
*:4gat v7 Chritt, and Holineſs, and Hea- 


ven, 
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© yen,.to hats Inſtruftian and; Ropmog go. 
_ ſpend 1 rhe Lords day.in idleneGar wer 

* ly vaPjty, and..tg feek. firſkchen World, 
end, Proſhorigob thc BodyerAbENo; 
*rhe Fleſh with finful .pleaſure. Whato. 
*wonder if a Serpent breed a Serpent, 
and gujckly each hinheq biſon) hi 
" IF wing teach, their ,youngzaag fend, 
« on dang and wi allayr.in;thg m mjrg# Thi 1B. 
"par T of .the fruic.o{ your-Wrlelineſs, 
« ft lineſs,. patjack, neſs, and. negle&.cof 
* your. "OW, $ yation. and bags Childs: 
WA des Ty e,..A lay ofdun ond” 

g 


" an nl ih Vas this it that; you.; 
* "on tor, "Fed rin, Bapgiles ? | 
h, the, World, 


«Wig F erVOy en e.F 

i Kol our, (3agogur $5-: 
gue. i r? \Ordid theimi-) 

% ſtake'o \the, Licurgy.. deceive you «£0: 
* rhipk thax, it waglot: you, . but the ©9d-) 
« Fog that-were, bound.\by: Gharge.- 
* and, Yaw £0 briog-þhim\- vp in-the Faich 
car, of God, and, teach himzalkchar. 
wriftian, ſhould. know. forchi\$ouls 

- « Mo : Was | it L399 hap od þ ound 
© al, his? The,fin and miſcry;of Four : 
«Ca 4 is, if, "My oor curſe;-a5150u:. 
arg es ; of it,ag UL add to. yoyr mle-. 
* ry. For, ever.” Yuch are the orrows:: 
that "Wick Parents, and. wicked Chyldren. 
do 


(483), | 
na® h her... 
al"ananes wit one ne) Al ES * 
hoſe! they? to "been :. 
Jurong mak Ware yer wi | 


do- 


Pored? (vv : 5B; vnvs fg Ore Ee "yn | 


Ange 1 ho918..9000 70 31 


6:26; And-it nr erief th! ith: 
ful-Miniſeers, to ſee ſt | 
loſt! and*&d'[ee ſo wt ir | 
ns Yn h/fad og 7 anon th I 
r0 \@Oh6/2He is'n0 efbe 5 HO of” Ce | 
(as*#dthih 6vwn —_—_— atid” Salvs ari0n). q 
whoſe beare is nor _ the UN yy 
| "Souls: R 
'for; NH, bh, 


hs Gt in ls Work ? AlPfalth: h- 
Pawl, that th 
7b arr arry 
now'we: WOT if ye" ſtar in the. Lovd, 
2 Cor-a26t5;"r Thi "He rold them. 


weeping of theſe thieed kW 16. the 
Criſt' of Thrift, whiſe 'Goll Was their bets 
We 000 ef their ſham?” an rind tart 
things, raſtbidd of a Converſation in Heaven, 
Phil 9048p 2g; When God barh mew of, 
us nn re 2 enjoy gh! 


'holy”ffician 
Aﬀet 


and oils kome's e of \ 
another WANaily, and" ie I 


- 
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todepart: Alas! Muſt a ſeed of Serpents 
came afrer them? Muſt choſe rake their 
places. to our grief and ſhame,” who are 
APEy: the World and Fleſh, in Drun- 
kenneſs, Fornication, and Enmity to God 
anda holy Life? © what a woful change 
is this! 

And if any be like to be the ſtain and 
Plague of the Church, it is' ſuctras theſe : 
If we preach holy cruth- to them , Luſt 
cannot Jove'ir: If we tell them of Gods 
word; the fleſhly:mind doth not favour ir, 
nor can be ſubjze&'ro ir. Row. 8.5, 6, 7. 
If we reprove-them ſharply , 'they ſmarc 
and/hate us: Ifiwe call them to Confeſſi: 
on and Repenzance,: their Pride and Car» 
nality. cannot. bear. it; If we excommunis 
cate ther for Impenitency, as Chriſt re- 
quirech, or but deny them” the Sacra- 
ment'as unmeetr,- they rage againſt 'us as 
our fierceſt Enemies 2 If we neglect Diſci- 
pline; and admit/ Swine | to the Commu- 
' nion of Samts; we harden and” deceive . 
them; and , flatrer chem in their fan, pol- 
lute-rhe Church, and endanger/our. Souls 
by difpleaſing the chief Paſtor... What 
then ſhall we do with rhefe' ſclfsmurther- 
Ing, ungodly men ? 112 10-1071: © 

Many. of them have ſo imuch-Reverence 
of a __— or .ſo little regard of it , 

E ther 


{50] 
that they never ſeek it; but keep away 
themſelves; Perhaps they arc afraid, left 
they eat. and drink damnarion to them- 
ſelves, by the prophanation of holy things: 
— Bur do they think, that ir. is ſafe to be 
ouc of 'the - Church and :Communion of 
Saints, becauſe ir's dangerous to abule:it? 
Are- Infidels ſafe., becauſe falſe i tieatred 
Chriſtians'periſh ? Whar if breaking your | 
Vows and Covenant: be damnable? Is ic | ; 
not ſo to be out of the holy Covenant? |} | 
What if God be-'a conſuming fre to thoſe Il | 
that draw near him in'unrepented heinous ff x 
ſin? Is « therefore wiſe or dafe to avoid }f 1 
P 

C 


him? Neither 'rhoſe chat come mort'-ro 
him, nor thoſe that: come in their bypo- 
crifie and reigning ſin ſhall be ſaved. '' : Ng 
And yetwhar-to do with thee ſelf-ful- 
penders we know not? Are they- ſtill 
Members of the Churches, or: are they © th 
not? If rhey are, we are bound . to call BN 
chem to Repentance,' for | forſaking the Er 
. Communion of Saints in Chrifts command- pr 
ed Ordinance : If they are not, we ſhould YE 
make it known,that Chriſtians and no Chri- Ee; 
- fttans may: not! be confounded, and 'they Nas | 
themſelves may / underſtand | their cat: Ybo! 
And neither of theſe can they endure : But Bang 
for dwellingiin che Pariſh, and hearing the 
Liturgy and Sermons, muſt fill paſs 'for + 
? vn CHhrch 


[$1] 
Church Members, left Diſcipline ſhould 
exaſperate ' and further- loſe them, . This 
is' that Diſcipline 'which' 1s thought wor- 
thy: the honour. of Epiſcopal Dignity and 
Revennues, arid is ſuppoſed to make the 
Church of England the beſt in the world, 
by the ſame men thar would rage,' were 
Diſcipline -exerciſed on them ; and muſt 
either be admitted to the Sacramenr 'in 
a life of Fornication , Drunkenneſs, Sen- 
ſuality, and. Prophanenefs , without any 
open' Confeſſion, Repentance, and Refor- 
mation, "or ele muſt "paſs for Church 
Members without any -exerciſe of Diſci- 
pline , while 'they ſhun the Sacramental 
Communion of the Church,” Such work 
doth wickedneſs make among us, 


$ 11, Indeed theſe are the men'that are 
the trouble of Families, the trouble of 
Neighbours , the trouble of good Magi- 
ſtrates, the ſhame of bad ones, and the 
great danger of the Land. All the foreign 
Enemies whom we talk ſo much againſt,and 
fear,afte not ſo hurtful and dangerous to us 
as theſe: Theſe that ſpring our of your own 
dowels: Theſe that are bred up with care; 
ind tenderneſs, and coft in your houſes 3 
[ heſe chat ſhould ſucceed godly Anceſtors 
h Wiſdom and well doing, %agd be their 
| : E 2 glory. 


. Who plot -ainſ vs but home bred 


honers? Who more hate' the good; and 
perfecute., them ? Who -are | more malig- 
nant'Enemies of Godlineſs,:and {corners of 


aholy-Life, and hinderers' of the Word of 
Gad,:and Patrons of Prophaneneſs, and of 
Miniſters and People that. are-of the-ſame 
mind ? If Eng/ava'be undone; (as, the Eaſt- 


ern Churches, and much of the, Weſtern 


are updone)) it: will be by youreh, carnal, 
ungodly. Poſterity. 

Heithart: is once a-ſlave to: Satan 2nd his 
fleſhly Luſt, is. ready; for-preferment, or 
areward, te be a flave to.the; Luſt of any 
other, He thar is falſe -to his-God and Sa- 
your, : after his Baptiſmal Vows, is-unlike 
to be true to his Country, or his King, if 
he have but the bait of a ſtrong remprta- 
tion: And he: that will ' ſell bis 'Sou], his 
God, and Heaven for a Whore, or for to 
pleaſe his Apperice, it's like will nor ſtick 
r2 betray Church,! or. State, 'or ;his dear- 
eft Friend, for proviſion. to fatisfie theſe 


' Lufts. Can you expect that he ſhould love 


any man betrer,thean himſelf? A wicked, 
flethly, worldly. man-/is a foil'for Satan-to 
ſow rhe: feeds in, of any fort of actual fin, 
3nd 1s fuel dryed or - tmder for the ſparks 
of Hell -to- kindle in. Will he ſuffer much 
tor 'God or his Country, who. will-ſell 
| Joy} Heaves 
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Heavenfor nothing ? -: An evil Tree bring. 
ects forth evil Fruit, If he hath the heart 
of an 'Aghan, a Gehazi, an Achitophel, no 
f || wonder if he hath their Actions and their 

fl Reward; If be be a Thief and! bear the 
£ Bagg 070g if Towns fell 'tus Mater: 


- © 12%. And theſe wretches if lick live, 
19 are like'to be a Plague ro their own poſte- 
p rity : Woe to the Woman that hath ſach 
_ || an Husband! And how are the: Children 
3 0 like TH'be bred;- that have ſuch/a Father? 
r | Dothvtec God threaten puniſhment to'the 
Y I third and fourth Generation of them'thar 
i-F hate him, and to viſit the iniquiry of the 
©N Fathers on the Children? Were not the 
if Children of the old World drowned, and 
-f thoſe of Sodom and Gomorrah burned, and 
8 Achans ſtoned, & Dathans & Abirams (wal- 
07 lowed up, and Gebazi's firuck with Lepro- 
KN fie, &c. for their Fathers ſins? And the 
A Amalthites Children all deſtroyed , and 
le] the oſterity of the Infide] Jews forſaken, 
'' the Curſe coming on them and on their 
df Children ? And as their Children are like to 
ON ſpeed the worſe for ſuch Parents fins, fo 
"NF are ſuch Parents like to bg required by 
JF their Children, As you ſhamed and griev- 
Wl ed rhe hearts of your Parents, ſo may 
your Children do by you: And by that 

E 3 time 
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ti_gs it's. like, if Grace -cotvert pow-not, 

you have no; hatred to yaur;awn 
ſins, worldly Intereſt may; make-you dif- 
like-your. Childrens, Their Luſt: and Ap 
petice dothinor rempr andideceiye you,/-8s 
your own did : * Perhaps when they ſhame 
your Family, debauch themſelves with 
drink '2nd& Whores, ard canſume- ; the 
Eſtates which you fold your Souls for; you. 
may! perceive that fin/ is an evil-aud; de-. 
ſtructive thing, eſpecially when'they ,pro- 
ceed ro-defpiſe and abuſe your-perſons allo, 
and-tordefire your Death, and [/be aweary: 
of you; ſooner-or later. you ſhall- khoW. 
ovoraioiole, Fi: 7 03 16 mid 9350 
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| Tho: ful Stats wed Bleſſing Ms if oy Chile 
L ar fo per ny add s 


711 336 UG 1D Yu S200:1 ; 
(1. JJRom what is ſaid Chap: 2, an F- 
It's eaſiexo-gather, howtyoyful a 
caſ© txbemſelveoſ and/ what a Bleſſing to 
Parents andy ochers it'5is, when Children 
bevimetare' ſober} Wiſe,'- and' gotHyp and 
odediehr] The diffexeacedorh moſt-oppear 
ar age} und whenwtiey come to brig forth 
ro/rhemſclves aridorhiers rhe froitsof theſe 
difpoficions :  An@the ent and life ra'come 
willfhow-rhe greqreft Ailſerehce +Bat yet 
ever; hoxe} _ that: devine, the difference 


18'Very' T11% F ) (214 3447 
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$a, iokdeo chienfelits </ How bleſſe@ 
a frargiighitro bequieklpUehrered from 
theotdarger| of: darhitationg and Gods dif 
pteaſurey ahor yearby he down«and 
riſe-in fear, feſt they BE' if Hell whenever 
Dearh bremoverh Tivth wg ctrmtr— Body? 
Cari bne 400/160n be/out of 3 'dreadful's 
ſtare(dLQatpneithar is in .2a/houſe” off fire; 
or falicimco.che Sea; make rog much hafte 
tododelivercd? Ifa-mitt deep i in debrbe 


of | 9 + reſtleſs 


[593 
reſtleſs till it be paid, and glad when it is 
diſcharged ;-If a-marrin-danger of ficknets 
or a condemning -Sentence: of the Judge, 
be glad when the fear of. Death is over; 


. How glad ſthauld-you.he to be ſafe from 


the great danger of: Damnation?: And. gill 
you are ſznctified by Grace, you are far 
fromGfaletyyc ic bis nfl mo TY 17 
- ($13-jAnd if a. anags; Sigkneſs;! Paig, or 
Diteattioe ibe a; Galamppy!, the cure of 
which. brings eaſe;and +309 3 How-:much 
more £aſs8nd: 10y, may it bring, -tobnicu- 
| I8dq/ y=_ nm em 
rrigning Go 2, Sapifegron Will 'eure your 
1piags of, {piricual blindneſs. and madieks 
that,i,,0f damnable Jgnerance, Unbelief, 
and Error 2. It will gur6 pour af @ions!!of 
K01455QUs, diſtracting, carnal Love ::-0t 
the itch of fleſhly Deſires or Luſts:; ofthe 
feaver of revengeful- paſſions, and malig: 
* Banthatzed4to goodneſs and gogd wen x 
and of ſelf, yexipgienyyand maliceiagainſt 
others. of the greedy. ,orm ofGoyesonſ. 
n6{s,,and the drunkea deſire of ambitious 
and Jmper ious; Minds 5-1c; will evre your: 
Wil/s ot, rhear-tiefhily (eryiiuderand tbials, 
8,194 4bag mortal }Backwardnes 40-Go 
aggh\Q3V-: things, 0d; that ſuggiſkOItohels 
IJjorhnels to, chooſe and. day what you 
vif102y ipceU mult herdone;, kt wilmeke 


8) yiit5's good 
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thingseaſie and pleafant to you ; {6 
that you will no more think you have need- 
ro beg mirth-from 'rhe | Devil, 'or' ſteal it- 
from ſin; as:if God, Grace and Glory had' 
none for yoh : | But" it wilLUbeſoceaſie to” 
you, to love arid find pleaſure the Bible” 
and : good Books, in good: Cotmpany and' 
good Diſeobrſe, in ſpirirua} Meditations 
and thoughts; in holy Sermons, 'Prayersy 
and Church Communion: and Sacraments, 
even in Chriſt )'m God, afid 'tne 'fare-” 
thoughts of Heaven, that you-will be ſor27 
ryand aſhamedro think? that ever you” 
forſook ſughr7dys for fleſhly pleafure,- ant” 
defiled yourSobls'with filthy and forbidden 
thangs. - And isinot the irch/of /Luſt betreey* 
cured tha feratch'd? Is net the feaveriſt 
and\dropfie thirftafrer Drinkz-and Wealth, 
and: Honour, better cured chanpleaſed/ts? 
the ſinners-[death ?  . And'vis* mor a lazy? 
backwardneſs*to: Daty-;-berrer cured - by 
ſpiritual healch, than pleaſed with are vl 
and fleep?'» 7 
- $74p And certainly you cannot too <A : 
attain the=delights of Faitty and Hope; and 
Love, of holy:-Knowledge and Commutni-! 
ON with God and Saimts: You' cannotitosi 
ſoon have the great blefſing of Righteouf! 
nefs;” Reacey abd Foy in'the Holy : Giroſtys 
and love pigs ind day: im-peace-of — 
If [ 
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ence, itr aſſurance that-all' your fingare. 
pardoned, and; that you :are:the adopred: 
Sons-of God;; and, Heirs of 'Heaven,: fealed; 
by. his Spirit, accepted ini yours Prayers, 
welcome fr God- through : Ghriſt, and: 
when'you die-ſhall be witt-him Can you. 
make-too, great): hafte from: thi folly and. 
filch of finj/and- the danger)of:Hell, inro: 
ſo-ſafe and goodr2 ſtate as this? (}- 1 7s 

$ 5- And-It will: be a gread comfort to: 
you, thus; tafind at age and aſe uf reaſon; 
that your; /bgptiſmal Bleffings ceaſed not: 

with your Infancy, by your-own rezectis! 
Ons; but that your' are now byripour own! 
conſent in the Bond of Gad's.Covenant }: 
and; haye; -airight 19 all rherbleflangs- of ir, 
which the $dccament of /Chrifts Body and> 
Blood wilt;;confmm ; as yowtbadbyguriEn-. 
rrance: by (your, Parents: xcofiſgnt and Ace: 
cepred Dedicaziop/ For thes©Covenant of 
Grdce, 4s; our ceftain Clizover! For: Graced 
an Glory: {080 116901 . 1&9 | G1 1; 419} 

$6. And is it not a joy to you''toi bes 
your| Parentsijay 20Fo; find1therblbve you 
nÞ& pnly 48 thejriChYaren!; Þix-av'!GodwI:s 
Love:makeths ir-foteer to tisxorpteaſcandi! 
be belovedby: thoſerwkomaneterel Wit | 
be:not yoortgriefi toigrieve yadr Parents, | 
apd.yGur. pleature': ro; pleate them} you" 
leverthem:- not; bat arcivoid ofgiararal afs: 
"_ $7. And 
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$7. And/Q what a megey; will you find 
it, when you came-/to age-and;buſinels; in 
che,Warld! - 3-;'That yau. come ,with;a 
dear Conſcience, not clo aged: - terrified, 
and- ſhamed with the ſing "7 your Youth, 
2;-And_ that, you.come . nat utterly unfur- 
wihed with the knowledge, Righteouſneſs 
and, Virtue, hich you myſt make. uſc-of 
in every condigion all your lives: when 0+ 
thers, are. likeEads,that will g9:30 the Uni, 
verſities-before they can ſo.,mpch, 28.rcad 
or: write, ['To live ina Family-ob your owns 
and. toi trade and converſe.in.the World; 
and ſpecially; te go.to-Church,co.hear, iQ 
pray, to!commpnicate, in, Pr1VatE, tO prays 
9: meditate, 40a, word, to, Jiye ar dis like 
a Chriſtian; !ake-a man; -withauc/ the, fur- 
njeuye of Wiſdom, Faith, and-ſerious God» 
line(s;- 1s more impoſſble and unwile, thani 
to go to Sea withour Proviſign, pr;to, Wan 
without Arms, or to become a Prieſt with- 
out Book of meceritanding:; 


WI 8. It. And Fau that are - - -YOURE.NGS, 
| can. ſcarce congrive,. what a joy a wiſe and) 
godly, Child-is co; his. wiſe, and: gadly Pa- 
rents!- Read but Prp.,10. 1 & 33:11, 617. 
A, 25+) &L9+13918 6 8 27-1 14K 2341 $a 
k2,034, &c.,:;The: Prayers and, InftryQti- 
ons:of your! Parents, are comfortable to! 
p30)150; them, 
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them, when they fee the happy fruic and 
anſwer. They fear not 'Gods' Judgments 
pon their houſes, as' they would dg if 
yon were Cains, or Chami, ot Abſaloms: 


[They labotir comfortably, and comforta- | 


bly leave you their Eftares'at death, when 
they ſee thar-they do not get and leave ir 
for thoſe thac will ſerve the Devil with ity: 
and' conſume it on their Lofts; but- will 
oſe it for God, for the Goſpe);' and their 
Salvation : If you fall ſick and die before 
them, they-can rejoyce that you are gone” 
r6-Chfift, and' need not mourn as David; 

for Abſalom: that you go'to Hell, If 
you overtive' them, - they leave the' world! 
the eaſier, when they leave 48 'ir were 
part of themſelves here behind them, who 
will carry 6h'the-work of God! which they? 
lived for; and be bleſſings" tc to the wore 

when they, Afe'gone. | 2 OT 


$9. III, And O what a mercy is it t6- 
Church and Stare, to have our poſterity 
prove betrer 'than we hive been,' and Ya 
God more Service than we Have done; and 
reke wartdingby out favItsto avoid'the] ike? 
Solomon'telis us of one poot wiſe man that* 
ſaved#Chy : ! Aid Ged' would bave ſpared 
Sodom , trad there been but! ren rightteoas 
Perſons iyit,-Wherever'yerT lived, affew 
perſons 
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perſons. have. proved the great bleſſings of 
the place z to. be Teachers, Guides ,. afd 
Exemplary to otbers, as the little Leaven 
that leaveneth. the Lump , and .as the 
Scomach:;;, Liver, and, other nutritive 
parts are i0 the Body. Bleſſed is that 
Church;, that City, that. Country, that 
Kingdom,. that hath a wiſe, and juſt, and 
holy People. The neareſt good and evilare 
the greateſt: . Our Eſtates are not ſonear 
us as.Wives and Children, nor they fo near 
us as our Bodies, nor they ſo much to us 
as our Souls: It's more to a Perſon, Houſe, 
or Country, what they are, than what 
they have, or what others do for them or 
againſt them, 

It is theſe that are Gods Children as 
well as ours, that are the Blefſing ſo often 
mentioned in the Scripture,who;will as the 
Rechabites obey their Fathers wholfom 
Counſels, rather than their Lufts and car- 
na] Companions, and God before all: Who 
walk not in the Counſel of the Vngodly, nor 
ſtand in the way of Sinners, nor fit im the 
ſeat of the ſcornſul: But their Delight ts in 
the Law of the Lord, and in that Law they 
meditate day and night. Plal, 1. Lo, ſuch 
Chilaren are an heritage of the Lord; ſuch 
fruit of the Womb is his Reward, They are 
as Arrows in the hand of a mighty man; 


Happy 
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Happy is the man that hath" bit Quiver ful 
them, They ſhall not be afÞhanied ; but they 
all ſpeak wk the Enemies in'tbt yare. Plat. 

127. 3,4, 5: Were it not for wiſe and 

godly Children to ſucceed ns;Religion, and 

ce, and alt publick good, wotihd be but 
as we frail ewes are, like the Graſs of 

' Flowers of a few days or years conting- 

ance; and the difference between/a Church 

and no Church,” between' a Kingdom of 

Chriſtians and 'of: Infidels, would be but 

like the difference between our waking and 

our ſſeeping rime, ſo ſhort, as would make 


it the lefs conſiderable. 


[63] 


ws H A E VI 
Undeniahl Rodfons of Repentance and ſpee 
k 


» djiamendwmnent;' of thoſe-that have lived a 
+ fleſhly and ungodly Liſe; By way of Ex- 
Hort ation. 


$ T, ' Nd now the'Commands'of God, 
/the Love of my Country and the 
Church, the Love of Piety, true Profpe- 
rity and Peaee, and the Love of Mankind, 
even "of your 6wn-Souls and Bodies, do 
al command me to become once more an 
earneftſuitet ro the Youth of this Land , 
eſpecially of London,” who have-hicherto 
miſcarried, and lived a flefhly, ſinful life, 
Thouſands ſuck as you are dead in fin, and 
paſt our warning, and paſt all hope and 
help for ever, Thouſands that Jaught at 
Judgment and Damnarion, arc now feeling 
that which they would not believe. By 
the great mercy ef God it is not yet the 
caſe of 'yon who read theſe words ; but 
how ſoon it 'may be, if you are yet. un- 
ſanctified, you" little know :  O-that you 
knew. what a mercy it''is tro be yet alive, 
and afrer ſo many fins and dangers, to 
haye 
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have one to warn you, and offer you Sal- 
vation, and to be yet in poſlibility, and in 
a ſtate of hope: In the name of Chriſt 1 
moſt earneſtly intreat. you, a little while 
trie to ufe your reaſon, and uſe it ſeriouſly 
in. retired.,..ſober Confideration,. tilkyon 
have firſt. well peruſedThe.whole courſe of 
your liveg,and remembred what you, have 
done arid how : Till you have thought whar 
yorr have got or loſt by finning, and why 
you did.it, - and whether.it was juſtifiable 
reaſon which led youtso it, and ſuch as you 
will ſtand to, in - your ſober thoughts, yea, 
ſuch as you. will ſtand to.before God-at 
laſt; Conſider ſeriouſly. what comes next, 
and whither you are; going, and whether 
your life have fitted you for. your-jour- 
neys end, and how your ways Will be : re- 
viewed. ere long ; and how they will, ap- 
pear to you, and taſt at death, Judgment, 
and inthe world to come:Hold on and-think 


ſoberly a litcle while, what 1s in your 


Hearts, and what is their condition, what 
you moſt love, and what you hate, and 
whether God or ſinful pleaſure be dearer 
and more delightful tro you, and how you 
ſtand affected and related to the World 
that you,are very near; Sure Reaſon would 
be Reaſan if you would- but. uſe it, ſure 
Light would come in, if you wauld not. ſhut 
| | | the 
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the Windows, 'and- draw the Curtains - of 
you, and rather chooſe to ſleep in dark= 
nel}, Is there nothing wirttiſn you that 
grudgeth at your folly, and threatenetfi 

ou for being" wilfalty beſides your ſelves # 
f you would but ſpend one half howtr ina 
day} of a week;” iti ſober thinking. whither 
you are gging} 4d whar you have done, 
and what you are ; and what you ruſt 
ſhortly ſee amd be; how conld: you chuſe 
bur be deeply* offended with your felyes, 
for living like” ttien quite void of Under- 
ſtanding, ag2inft' your God, againſt yout 
ſelves, apinſtall che ends and obligations 
of life, and rhis for fieching ? ' 

Bur it maVy*Be'the diftinctneſs of your 
conſideration' may 'make it the more ef- 
fetual : And if T put triy Motives by way 
of Queſtions, wit ' yow conlider'thient till 
you have welt anſwered them all; 

C 2.” 2s. xr: Are you not fully convin- 
ced, that there is a Gby of Infinite Power, 
Knowledge , and *Goodneſs, who' is the 
perfett Goverfiotir of all the World 2 God: 
forbid that any of You fhowld be fo bad; 
ſo mad, as ſeriouſly ro Yotthr 6f this, which 
the' Devils believe, While they would 
draw'yoo to Unbetief; T's tbr of u fer- 
fe goverring” God, is'to wink ah&@oubr 
whether thets be # San; 6 flop YUAF Eats! 
F againft * 
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againſt the notorious'teſtimony of Heaven 


and Earth, andevery Creature : You may 
next doubr whether there be any thing, it. 
you dgubr'of God: For Atomes and. Sha- 
dows are hardlier perceived-with- CErrAlncys 
than-the Earth, the Heavens, :and Sun.- 
2: >. And if you believe thar there js 
A. Governing God,, do you.not believe that 
he hath Governing Laws or notifications 
of his Will? and that .we [owe this Gate 
more full,-more abſolute exact Obedience; 
than -can be due to avy-; Prince on Earth? 
And greater love thango-vurdeareſt friend; 
he being infinitely goad and/Love it ſelf 
Can you owe more to -your'Fleſh, or to 
any, than ro- yourGod,rhaf made you men, 
by whom you have Life, and Health,” and 
rime, and- all the good;atati ever you re- 
ceived ?, And can you give; im roqQmuch 
Love andObedience,Qr.can your hink/rhat 
vor need to fear being -lofers þy him, and 
thar your faithful Duty ſhould be in vain? 
24.3. ' Is it God, that needeth you, or 
you ther need him?! Canyon give bim any 
thing that he wants, or do you want what 
he bath co-give ? Can you live an hour' 
without bim? Or be, kept wichour: him 


from pain, -miſery, | or;zdeath ? Is ir not-for. 


your .own-need, and your, own good, that 


he requirech your {ervice-?} Do you: know; 
what 
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what his ſervice. is ?. Tt is thankfully. to re: 
ceive- his greateſt Gifts : To take bis Medi- 
cines to ſave your Souls : To feaſt-on his 
prepared comforts.': He calls: you to far 
better and needfuller Obedience for your 
ſelves, than when you command your Child 
to take his meat, or wear his 'cltoaths, or 
when he is fick, ro take a necefjary-reme- 
dy. And is ſuch Obedience to be refuſed ? 
©. 4. Hath not Nature taught-you to 
love your ſelves? Surely  you- cannot be 
willing co be damned > Nor be indifferent 
whether you-go:to Hraven or Hell? And 
can you believe, that 'God would ſet you 
on that which wonld do you hurt, and that 
the Devil 'is your Friend, and would ſave 
you from him? Can you believe that to 
pleaſe yourThroat add Luſt rill death ſnatch 
away your Souls'tqjadgmentis more for- 
your own good, . than to live. here in; holj.! 
neſs and the love of God, and hereafcer to; 
live for ever in Glory?: Do you think you, 
have lived as if you truly loved yourſelves, 
or as ſelf deſtroyers? All the Devils in-Hel!, 
or Enemies on Earth, could. never have; 
done ſo much againſt you, 38 by your-ſen- 
ſuality, ungodlineſs, and floth,. you! have; 


done againſt your ſelves, O poar-ſinner, as 


ever thou wouliſt, have mercy from. God 
n thy-extremiry , be-;intreared; to; ſhew 
lome-mercy on thy fe]f! F232 Xa 
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£6..5. Hath not Nature deeply tanght 
all-the World, ro make a great difference 
berween. /:rtze ahd FYice, between Moral 
good and evil? If. the good and. bad do 
not” greatly differ, wha makes all man. 
kind, even-the ſons of pride, ro be fo in- 
patienr of being called or acconnted bad ? 
andtovero be accounted wiſe and goot ? 
How tenderly do moſt men bear a teproof, 
or tohear:rhat rhey do amiſs 7 Ta-be' eal- 
ted awicked man, a Iyar, 'a petjarediman,; 
a knave, how'ilt is if taken by all mankind > 
This certamby proveth rhac the Conſcience 
of tlic great difference berween- the good 
and bad; is'a common natural notice; 'And 
will 90e&God make & greater difference , 
who-berter knowerh ie'than man? ' 
Ba. 6, If God 'liad only. -commanded 
you Duty; even * boly; righteous, and ſ6- 
ber life, and forbidden you the contrary, 
and had only bid you ſeek everlaſting hap-' 
pineſs, and made you" no promiſe of ir, 
thould you nor in reaſon feek it chearfally 
in- hope ? Our folly leaderhus todo mach 
in vain; -but God ſetterh. no man on any 
vain'emptoyment: If he do but bid you 
reſiſt-Temptation, morrifie Luſt, learn his 
Word; 'pray to him, and praiſe him, - you 
may before 'it is not to your loſs: Are- 
ward you ray be fure of, if you knew not 
GS PP. . "whit 
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what it will be, Yea, if he ſet you upon 
the hardeſt work, or to paſs the greateſt 
danger, or ſerve bim. at the deareſt rate , 


of loſe your Eſtate for him, and life (elf, 


what reaſon can fear being loſers by obey. 
ing God? Yea, the deareft ſervice hath 
the greateſt reward: But when he hath 
moreover aſcertained your reward by a 
Promiſe , a Covenant, ſworn and ſealed 
by his Miracles, by Chriſts Blood, by his 
Sacraments, by his Spirit, if yet you will 
be ungodly becauſe you cannot truſt him, 
you have no excuſe. 

Ls, 7 Do you know the difference be- 
tween a man and a Bruit? Bruits have no 
capacity to think of a God, anda Saviour, 


and a Life to come, and to know Gods 


Law, and ſtudy Obedience, and fear Hel], 
and fin, nor reaſon to rule their Appetites 
and Luſts, nor any hope or joy in foreſeen 
Glory : But man is made capable of all 
this: And can you think God maketh ſuch 
noble faculties in vain? Or ſhould we live 
like Bruits that have none ſuch? 

24, 8. Do you not certainly know that 
you muſt die ? All the World:cannot hir- 
der it: You muſt die. And 41$##t not near, 
as well as ſure ? How ſwift 1s: tinge? O 
how- quickly ſhall we alt be atourrace 
and Warfares end? And wiere then is the 
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pleaſure of Pride, and Appetite, and Luft'? 
Neither the diſmal Carkaſs, nor the duft 
or bones retain or taſte ir: And alas the 
unconverted Soul muſt pay for. it for ever. 
.And can you think that fo ſhort a bruitiſh 
pleaſure, that hath fo fure and ſad an end, 
1s worthy the grieving/ of your Friends , 
rhe offending Gud,, the hazard of vour 
Souls, rhe lots of Heaven, and the ſuffering 
of Gods Jaſtice in Hell for ever, O fooliſh 
ſioners ! I beſeech you, think in rime how 
mad a bargain you are making. O what 
an Exchange! For a filchy Luft or fleſhly 
Pleaſure, ro ſel] a God, a Saviour, a Com- 
forrer;, a'Soul,, a'Heaven, and' all your 
hopes ? | 

24,9, If the Devil or-deceivers ſhould 
;make. you doubr whether. there be any 
Judgment and Liſe to come,ſhould nor the 
meer prſſebility and probability of ſuch a day 
and /Jife, be far more ''regarded:by you 


than all fleſhly pleaſure; which is certainly. 


ſhort and baſe. Did pou” ever hear a man 
{o mad astoſav, {um ſure there 15 no Hea- 
- ven or Hell 'for Souls ? Burt you are ſure 
that your-fith muſtiror in a dark grave: 
you are: fore thar, death will quickly pur 
{an endiito all thizt rbig World can offiitd yur: 
Houſeand Lang; and all thar now ;dereive 
poor woridlioge will be nuthiug' tb you: 
| Ma 
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No more than ifyou had never ſcen them, 
fave the terrible reckoning that che Soul 
muſt make, Sport, and Mirth, and Meat, 
and Drink, and filthy Luſts are ready all 
to Teave you to the final Sentence of your 
Judge: And 1s not even an wrncertain hope 
of Heaven more worth than certain trar- 

. fitory Vanity? Is not an uncertain Hell 

| to be more feared and avoided. than the 

| | forſaking of theſe certain trifles and de- 

' | ceits? Much more when God hath ſo cer- 

: | rainly revealed to us the life ro come. 

7 9s, Yo. Is it a wiſe and reaſonable ex- 

- | pectation, that the righteous God ſhould 

r | give that man everlaſting Glory , who 

will not leave his Whores, his Drunken- 

1 | neſs, or the baſeſt vaniry, for all his Love, 

y | and for all his Mercies, for the ſake of 

e | Chriſt, nor for the hopes of all rhis Glo- 

y | ry? Heaven is the greateſt reward of ho- 

u || lineſe, and of the diligent and patient ſeek- 

y-i| ers of it: ,Fleaven is the greateſt gifr of 

n | the great Love of God: And can you be- 

-- | lieve rhar be will give it to the” ſlaves of 

e | the Devil, and to contemning wilfol Re- 

!: | bels? May not you next think thar the 

ir} Devils may be ſaved ? If you ſay that God 

3:| ;s merciful, ir's moſt rrue; and chis will 

'C ve che unconverred mans damnation, char 

;: | þ© would for a baſe Luft offend fo merci- 
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ful 3 God, and ſell eyerlaſting mercy for 
nothing, and abuſe ſo gueh mercy all his 
life. Abuſed and refuſed. mercy will be the 
feywel ta feed the flames of Hel), and tor- 
ment the Conſcience of the impenitent 
far ever. Dath nor, Gad know his own 
mercy beter thao youdo? Canhe not be 
merciful, and yer be holy and juſt ? Is the 
King -unmerciful if he make uſe of Jails 
and Gallows for Malefadtors? It's mercy 
rq the Lang to deſtroy fuch, as would de: 
ſtroy others ; The boſom of eternal Love 
is nat a place for any bur the bqly : The 
heavenly Paradiſe is not like Mahower's, 

place of Luſt and (ſenſual Delights. You 
blaſp heme the molt juſt and holy God, it 
You —_ him ſeem indifferent to the ho- 
iy and the unholy, to his faichful Servants 
and ta the deſpiſers of kis Grace, 

24. 11. If there were guy paſſubility,that 
unſanctified Souls ſhould be anctificd and 


to caſt everlaſting life upon ſo great un- 
certainty or improbabiliy, when we have 
life, and time, and helps to make our Sal- 
yation ſure ? God bath folles you to give 
all diligence ro make it ſure, 2 Pet. 1, 
To, He hath made infallible promiſes of 
ic, co ſanQified Belieyers : He callech you 
rq cx2mine and judge. yuur ſelves, 2 Cor. 
T3: F: 
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13. 5. And do you know the difference 


between certajuty and wncertaznty in fo 
great 3 caſe ? Onone can now ſufficiently 
conceive what a. difference there is, be- 
tween a Soul that is going our of the Bo- 
dy with joyful aſſurance that Chriſt will 
preſently receive him, and a Soul that in 
che guilr of ſin, muſt ſay, I amgoing to an 


endleſs: life, and know not hut it may be 


an endleſs miſery! I am here now, and 
know not but I may be preſently with 
Devils that here deceived me: Juſt fear 
of paſſing preſently to Hell fire, is a dread- 
ful caſe, to be avoided aboye all earthly 
lyfferings. Luk, 12. 4. and 14.33. Much 
more when Gods threatnings tq the impe- 
nitent are molt ſure, 

Ls, 12. Do you think in your hearts 
that you haye more. pleaſure, and ſaund 
conzent, and peace with your Whores , 
and in your $ports, ard Drink, or Riches, 
than true Believers bave in God, in Chriſt, 
in a holy life, and the hopes of everlaſt- 
ing Glory? Judge but by the cauſe: Is 
not the Love of that God thas is the Lord 
of Life, and Death, and all, and the plea- 
ſure of pleaſing him, and che ſenſe of par- 
don and mercy through Chriſt, and the 
hrm expectation of endleſs joy, by a pro- 
mile of God, ſcaled þy his Son , his Sa- 
Craments, 
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craments, and his Spirit; I fay, .is not afl 
this matter more worthy to rejoyce a 
Soul, than Money, and Meat, and Drink, 
and Luſt? * Have nor you thoſe ſecrer 
Sripes of Conſcience, when you think how 

orrt the ſport will be, avd that for all 
theſe things you muſt come ro judgment, 
which much abateth rhe-pleafure of your 
fin? Had you ſpent that rime in ſeeking 
firſt the Kingdom of God 'and irs Righre! 
ouſneſs, and in honeſt, 'obedient labouring 
m your callings, you need not have looke 
back on it wirh the gripes of an accufing 
Conſcience, If you ſee a true Believer ſor. 
rowful, it is not for ſerving and obeying 
God, or being holy and hating fin ; bur 
for ſerving God ny betrer, and hating ſin 
no more. 

2a. 13. Have you not oft ſecret wiſhes 
in your | Briar chat you were in the cafe 
of choſe perſons that you judge to be of 
the moſt holy and heavenly hearts and 
converſations?Do you not think they are in 
a far ſafer and beccer caſe-than you ? U1leſs 
you are forſaken to blindneſs of mind, ir 
is certainly ſo, And dorh not rhis ſhew that 
you chuſe and follow that which is worſe, . 
when your Conſciences tell you it is worſe ? 
and refuſe rhat which yourConſciences rel] 
you is beſt?Bur it is nor ſuch ſluggiſh wiſhes 

| taar 
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that will ſerve : -To lye ſtill and live idle, 
and wiſh your ſelves as rich as the indu- 
{trious, is not-the way to make you ſo. 
2s. 14. Ar leaſt, if you have no ſuch 
wiſhes now , do you not think that you 
ſhall wiſh ir'at Death or Judgment ? Do 
not your Conſciences now tell you, that, 
you ſhall ſhorrly wiſh, O that I had hated 
ſinful pleaſure?-; O that I'had ſpent my 
(horr life in obEying.and truſting God ? 
Will you nor ſay with Bulaam, Let me die 
the death of the Righteous," and let my laſt 
end be like his? Othar I were in the caſe 
of thoſe that mortified the Fleſh, and lived 
to God, and Jaid not up cheir Treaſure on 
Earth, bur* in Heaven? And why chooſe 
you not now that which you know you 
ſhall deeply wiſh that you had choſen? 
Bu. 19. I take ir for granted, rhat 
your merry, and ſenſual, and worldly 
Temprers and Companions, deride all this, 
and perſuade you to deſpiſe it, as if it 
were bur needleſs, melancholy, trouble- 
ſom talk: Bat tell me, do you think in 
Conſcience that. it is ſound reaſon thas 
they give you, aud ſuch as ſhould fatisfie 
a ſober man, that careth whar becomes of 
his ſoul for ever? If ic be, 1 make a mo- 
"Fion to you. Bring any of them ro me, 6r 
any ſuch man; atid is vour keatirg ler the 
| cal? 
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eaſe be ſoberly debated: I will hear all 
that they can ſay againſt a holy, ſober life, 
far the World, and for their fleſhly plea- 
ſyre: And you ſhal] bear what I can fay 
on the contrary, and then do but vſe the 
reaſon of a man , and judge as you ſee 
cauſe. As Elias ſaid to the 1ſraclites, Why 
halt you between two Opinions: If the Lord 
be God, follow im; 1f Baal be God, follow 
him, If Money, Preferment, Drink, and 
Luſt be beſt, cake ic : Bur if God, Heaven, 
Chriſt, Faith, Hope, - and Holineſs be beſt, 
at your peril refuſe them nor, and halr no 
longer. I ſuppoſe you ſometime think of 
the caſe, (or eMe you are dead in fin.) I 
pray you tell me, or tell your ſelves, 
which cayſe ſeemeth beſt upon the deepeſt 
3 howghts and conſideration : Bar if you will 
take the laughter or ſcorns of ignorant 
Sots, inſtead of reaſon, and inſtead of ſober 
conſideration, you are well worthy of 
the damnation which you ſo wilfully 
chooſe, 

2s, 16. But if you thiok highly of their 
Wit or Learning, whogn as you, and wha 
encourage and deceive you, LI pray you 
anſwer theſe rwo queſtions. 

1. Which fde is Chriſt, and -his Prophets, 
and Apoſtles on? Which fide dorh rhe 
Scripture ſpeak tor} Which way went P 
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the Saints whoſe 'names are now horouy-- 
ed? Were they for the fleſhly or the ſpi- 
ritua] life 2 Were they for the love of plea- 
fures more thati God? Doth Chriſt from 
Heaven teach you an earthly or 2 heaveti- 
ly choice and life 2 Did he come to cheriſh 
fin, ot to deſtroy it, and fave us fforn' ic ? 
You can make no doubt of this, if ever 
you read or heard the Bible, And 

2. Which do you think were the wiſer 
1d better” men, and wotthy to be behjey-- 
ed and followed ? Whether Chriſt and all 
his Apoftles, and Saints, that ever were if 
the world to this day; or the Drurkatds, 
andW horemongers,and Worldlings,who de- 
ride the DoQrine ſent from Heaven? If 
there he 4 Heaven, 1s Drunkerneſs or S0- 
briety liker 80 be the way to it ? But if m- 
deed you will rake the mocks of a ſwiniſh 
S& tobe wiſer than God; than Chriff,than 
Prophets, afi Apoſtles, afid all that ever 
wetit to Heavtn, and their ears to be more 
credible than all God's Word, what can a 
man ſay to comvince ſuch Wretches with 
any hope # '* 

4. 17. I farther ask you, Have yew - 
not ſome ſecret purpoſes hereafter to repent ? 
If nor, alas, how far are you from it ? and 
how forlorn is your caſe ? But if you have, * 
Conſcience-is a Witneſs againſt you, -that | 

| | you 
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you chooſe and live in that caſe-and courſe 
which you know is worſt: Were it not 
worſt, you need not purpoſe to repent of 
itz, And will you wilfully chooſe known 
evil, when the';very nature of mans Will 
isto love good ? | 

2s, 18: : And! if you believe that the 
faichtul are,ip a happier caſe-rthan you, tell 
me, What. hintlereth yet but you may be like: 
them, and yet-be happy as: well as they ? 

Hath God! put,any exception againſt you: 
in his word? Is.not Mercy,and: 'Salvatiom 
proclaimed and offered to you as freely as: 
to. them? Did any thing make-you ſo bad 
as-you are, but -yvur, own. choice and do+ 
ing ? And -can;avy thing yet hinder you. 

from pardon and, Salvation, if: you your 
ſelves were but truly willing? What if your 

Parents were bad, and bred you up amiſs? 
God hath rold you, in Ezck..18. and 33. 

that if you will-but do your, own part yer, 
and. take warnicg and avoid your Parents 

ſin,-and give vp your ſelves unfeignedly ro 

bim, he will ſaye you whateyer - your P.- 

rents were. What if Princes, or Lords, or 

learned men, ſhould be your:remprers by 
words or example ? None. of them can. 
farce you to- one fin: God. isgreater and 
wiſer than chey, -and more to be-believed 
and pbeyed z.and your Salvation is not in," 
v any 
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any of their power,, What. if your old com- 
panions' tempt you? They can but tempt 
you; they cannot conſtrain you to any e- 
vil, All the Devils in Hell, or men on earth 
cannot damn.you, no -nor 'make you fin- 
ners, if you do-it not your ſelves. Refuſe 
not Chriſt, and he: will not refuſe you : Ar.d 
when he is willing, if you be but willing, 
truly willing to. be ſaved from fin and mi- 
ſery, 8nd to have Chriſt, Grace, and Glory 
inthe uſe of 'the; means-which God bath 
appointed' you, neither Earth. nor Hell can 
hinder | your -.Salvation: Who but- your 
ſelves keep you from forfaking-the Com- 
paniy, Houſe, ' or-Baits which have deceiv- 
ed- you ? Who: but your ſelves keep you 
from lamenting your fin,-and flying to 
Chriſt, and begging Mercy, and giving 
your ſelves to-God ? If you think that fe+ 
rious Chriſtians are the happieſt, refuſe nor 
co:be ſuch your felves. Ir will. be your own. 
doing, your own Wilfu] obſtinacy it you pe 
riſh : But of:this I bave already. ſaid: more 
in-Mmy Callto the Onconverted. 

£4.19. Dare;yu deliberately ry or: 
bargain to ” ok your fleſhly pleaſures for yorr 
part,' inſtead 'of all your hopes of Heaven? 
| hope none of you are yet fo:mad: | think 
it. bur few; if any, of the Wirebes that 
Make lo expreſs a bargain with.the Devil; 

0 it 
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K they did, O how they would trethbie 
when they ſee their glaſs almoſt run our, 
and death ar hand! If you dare nor make 
fuch a bargain in plain words, ' O do not 
do the ſame m the choice of your hearts 
and the practice of your lives, and deceive 
your ſelves by thinking that you do it nor, 
when you do.” It is God and not you that 
maketh the Tondittons of Salvation and 
Damnation.” If you chooſe rhar life which 
God hath rold us is the condition of Dams 
nation, and finally refuſe that life which 
Ged hath made the condition of Salyarion, 
it will in effec& be all one'as to chuſe Dam- 
nation , - and refuſe Salvation. - He - thac 
chooſeth deadly poiſon; or refuſeth his ne- 
ceſſary food, ehooſeth Death, and refuſerh 
Life in effect;'God hari ſaid; If ye live af- 
ger the Fleſh ye ſhall die, but if by the Spi- 
rit you meortifie the deeds of the Body, you 

ſhall live, Rom. 8. Chriſt tells you that un- 
lefs you are born again and: converted, you 

cannot enter-into his Kingdom. oh. 3 5, 
5, Matth. 18. 3. and that Without Holt- 
neſs none ſhall ſee God. Refuſe theſe, and 
chooſe the world and finful pleaſures; and 
you refuſe Salvation ,- and ſhall haye 
ho better than you chooſe. What you judge 
beſt chooke retolyedly , and do not cheat 


Four (elves. | | * 3622 
<2. 20, 
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2a. 20. Have you no natural love to 
your Parents or your Country? Q what 
inbumane cruelry is ir, to break the hearts 
of thoſe from whom you had your Being, 
and who were tender. of you, when you 
could not help your ſelves? Doubtleſs one 
reaſon why God hath pur ſo ſtrong a love 
in Parents to their Children , and made 
your Birch and Breeding ſo eoſtly to your 
Mothers, and made the Milk which is 
formed in her own Body to be the firſt 
nouriſhment of your lives, is to oblige 
you to anſiverable Love and Obedience: 
And. if after. all this you prove worſe than 
Bruits, and become the grief of their 
Souls, that thus bred, and loved, and nou- 
riſhed you, do you think God'will not at 
laſt make this far ſadder to you, -thanever' 
it was to them? If cruelty to an enemy, 
ich more to a ſtranger, to.a neighbour, 
to a frierd, be ſo hateful ro the God of 
Love, that it+ goeth not unrevenged, O 
what will unnacura{ cruelty to Parents 
| bring upon you? Yea, even in this Life, as 
honouring Father and Mother hath a ſpe- 
cial promiſe of proſperity and long life, ſo 
diſhonnuring and grieving Parents is vſual- . 
ly puniſhed with ſome notable calamity, 
23a forerunner of the great reyenge here- 


after,” 
G And 
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And you-cannot but petceive that fuch 
as live in Senſuality, and Luft, and Wick- 
ednefs, are the great troublers of Church, 
and/State: God himſelf hath faid it, There 
3s no peace to the wick:d, Ia. 48. 52, and 
57 21, Foy tht wicked are like the troubled 
Sea'when it cannot reſt, whoſe waters caſt up 
mire and dirt ; There is no peace, ſaith m 
' God, rothe withed. v.22, Ia, 59. 8. The 
Way of ptave they know not 3 there is no jnag- 
ment in ther goings: They have made thens 
crooked paths ; whoſoever goeth therein ſhall 
%ot know peace, They give no peace to 0- 
_ thers, and'God will deny peace to them- 
ſelves: Yea, the nature of their own fin 
denieth ir-them , "as broken Bones, and 
griping ſickneſs deny cafe ro the Body. 
And cati you think you ſhall. become the 
ſhame of the Church, and rhe troublers of 
the Lind-, and that God will not'troubje 
you for it? If you will be enemies of God 
and your Country, you will ' prove the 
foreſt Enemies to yourſelves. 

And who is the gainer by all this? No 
one in the World ; unleſs you will call it 
the Devil's gain , ro have his malicious, 
cruel Will fulfilled: "And ſore the pleaſing 
the Devil and a fleſHy/Luſt; Fancy, - or Ap- 
petire, con never compenſate- all your 
lofles, nor comfort yeu under the ſuffer- 
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ings, which you wilfully bring upon your 
{clves. 

Young Men, the reaſon I thus deal with 
you by way of queſtion is, that I may, if 
poſſible, engage your own thoughts in 
anfivering them : For i find moſt are apt- 
eſt co learn of themſelves: And indeed 
without your. ſelves, and your own feri- 
ous thoughts, we cannot help you to true 
underſtanding. 'He that readeth: che wiſeſt 
LeCture to Boys'or Men, that take no 
heed to what.is ſaid, 'yea, or that will not 
make it their owniſtudy to underſtand and 


-remember,. doth bur _caft away his laboyr. 
It's hard\faving any man fromb:mſclſ;-bur 
| there is no ſaving:atty man without himſelf , 


and\his own conſent and labour. | If-you 
will -but now cake theſe twenty-queſtions 
in ſecret; into your ſerious thoughts; and 
confider of them, rift you can give them 


ſuch: an anſwer as.reaſon ſhould allow, and 


as you will ſtand ro:-before God, when the 
mouth of all iniquity ſhall be ſtopt, 1 
ſhould :!not doubt but you will reap the 
benefic: -- | SLOAN "RE 
Owhatſhould a mandothat pitrieth blind 


and 'wilful” finners, to make them witthing 


of their own recovery? Here all ftops : 
And”-moult ic Bop:at this? Are you not 
wilting ? And will gou not ſo much as con- 

X G 2 ſider 
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ſider of the reaſons that ſhould make you 
willing, when Heaven or Hell muſt-be the 
conſequence? O what a thing is a blind 
mind, and a. dead and hardened” heart? 
What a befooling thing is fleſhly Luſt? O 
what need had mankind of a Saviour? And | 
whart need have all of a Sanctifier, and of 
his holy word, and of all the holy means 
of Grace? 

Poor ſinners1 O let not your Teachers, 
and your Parents Counſel and Tears be 
brought in as. witneſſes againſt you to your 


_eondemnation! O add not this to all their 
'griefs, that rheir Counſel and their Sor- 


rows muſt fink you deeper into Hell! Alas, 


.it were ſadneſs enough to them roſee:thar 


it is all .in vain! Let not this Counſel of 


mine to you be rejected to the increaſe of 


Four guilt and miſery: If itido-you no 
good, it will leave you worſe; - Were 1 
preſent with you, I ſhould not think-it roo 
much, would that prevail,to knee) ro you; 
to beg, that'you would bur well confider 
your own caſe and ways, and think before 
of what will follow: And that yon will 
ſtudy a wiſe and ſatisfaftory anſwer'iro'the 
queſtions pur-to you, till you are reſolved. 
Your caſe is oor deſperate : ;Mercy- is yer 
offered you: Theday of Grace'is:not yet 


-paſt; * God is not unwilling to receive you 


C Chriſt 
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Chriſt is not unwilling to be your Savipnr 
if you conſent: - No difficulty in the world 


 maketh us afraid of your damnation, bur 


your own fooliſh choice and wicked Wills. 
Our care is not to make God merciful, nor 


" to make Chriſts'merits' and facrifice ſuf- 


ficient, nor to get God to promiſe you 
pardon if you repent and come to him by 


_ Chriſt: All this is done already; but thae 


which is undone is to make you conſide- 
rate and truly willing, and to live as thoſe 
that indeed are willing to let go the poi- 
ſonous pleaſures of fin, and to take God 
and Heaven for your bope and-port on,and 
to be ſavedand ruled byChriſt,and ſanfified 
by his Spirit, and toreceive his daily help 
and mercies to this end, in the uſe of his 
appointed means, and without this you 
are undone for ever, And is there any hurt 
in all this? If there were, is it worſe than 
the filth of ſin, and the Plagues that follow 
here and for ever! Worthy is he to bear 
at laſt, Depart from me thou worker of ini- 


 qgaity , and to be thruſt away from the 


hopes of Heaven, that after all that can be 
ſaid and done, -chuferh ſin as more deſira- 
ble than this God, this Saviour, this — 
fier, and this Glory. 


Go CTA. 
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CHAP, *'VIIIL, 
. . Goneral Dire&ions to the willing, 


ovgh the bliridneſs and obſtinacy of 
* Aleſhily Sipners too oft fruſtrate great 
endeavours, yet we may well hope, that 
the Pfayers and tears of Parents, and the 
calls of God, may prevail with many ; and 
FE may hope, rhat ſome rhat have read 
what is before written, will ſay , We are 
willing to bear and learn that we may be ſa- 
ved : tell us what it is that we muſt do. And 
on that hope, I ſhall give ſuch miſcarrying 
Youth ſore General Advice, and ſome 
Counfe] abour their particular caſes, and all 
ds briefly as I may. O that the Lord 
would make you that read this, troly wil- 
ling copraCtiſe theſe ren DireCtions follows 
ing! ' How happy yet'may you be! 


- /L. Set your Underſtandings ſeriouſly, and 
ailigenth to th: work which they are made 
for, and conſider well what 1s your Inteveſt 
and your Duty, till you come to a fixed Keſe- 
I#tion, what is. for jour good, and what is 

F at 5s 2, for 


Cop: 
for your hart, and what that good or hart 
will be. 

Should it be a hard thing ro perſuade 
a man in his wits to /ove h:mfſelf, and to 
think what is good or hurtful to himſelf, 
eſpecially for everlaſting? Why are you 
Men if you will live like Dogs ? Whar do 
you with Underſtandings if you will not 
uſe-rhem ? What will you uſe them for, if 
not for your own good, and to avoid miſe- 
ry? What good will you defire, if not 
everlaſting Joy and Glory? and what burt 
will you avoid, if not Hell fire? Have you 
reaſon, and can you live as if theſe were 
not worth-che thinking on? Will you be- 
ſtow your thoughts all the day and year 
upon you know not what, nor why, and 
not one hour ſoberly think of ſuch IMmpor- 
raft things as theſe? O Sirs! Will you 
go out of the World before you well 
think whicher you muſt go? Will you ap- 
pear before the Judge of Souls, to give 
up your great account before you think of 
it, and how it muſt be done? -Is he wor- 
thy of the help of Grace, that will not uſe 
his natural Reaſon ? I beg i It of you as ever 
you care what becomes of you for ever, 
that you will fome time alone ſer your 
ſelves for one hour ſerioully to thirk, [Who 
mage you, and why ; what you-owe him; 
'QG 4 how 


[58 ] 


how much yon depend on him; what you 
have done again him; how you have 
ſpent your time; what caſe your Souls 
are in; What Chriſt hath done for you; 
and what he is or would be to you ;; whe- 
ther you are ſanftified and forgiven ; what 
Gods Spirit muſt do for you; and what 
you muſt be and do if you will be faved; 
and if it be otherwiſe, whither it is thar 
you muſt go, 


11. Therefore I next adviſe you and in+ 
treat you, thact you live nor as at a great 
diſtance from Eternity,: nor fooliſhly flat- 
ter your ſelves with the deceitful promis 
ſes of long Life: And were it ſure to be 
an hundred years, remember how quick- 
ly and certainly they will end. O Time 
is nothing | Therefore think of nathing in 
this World as ſeparated from the World 
to come, Whatever you are doing, or 
ſaying, or thinking, the Boat is haſting ro 
che Gulf: : You are poſting to Death and 
Judgment: Which way ever you go, by 
wealth or poverty , healch or ſickneſs, 
buſie or idle, ſiggle or married, you are 
going ſtil ro rhe Grave and to Eternity. 
Judge 'then of every. thing as it tenderh 
fo thar end : And think of nothing as not 
xelateg as, means, to the near and ever- 

| : laſting 
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laſting end: O chooſe and do that which 
Reaſon and Conſcience telleth you, that 
yon will at laſt earneſtly wiſh that you had 
choſen and done ; when you are tempted 
to be prayerleſs and averſe to good, or to 
run to Luft or ſinful Pleaſure, ask your 
ſelves ſeriouſly ; how will this look in the 
final review 2 What ſhall I think of this at 
laſt2 Will it be my comfort, or my tor- 
ment? O judge as you will judge at 
laſt. 


I1IT. My third Counſel is, If your 
Conſtiences tell you that you have fool- 
iſhly ſinned againft God and your Salvati- 
on, make not light of it; but preſently , 
and openly , go to- your Parents or Ma- 
ſters, and penitently confeſs your ſinful 
Life in genera], and your known or open 
ſins particularly; Bur ſuch ſecret fins 
which wronged not them, and will blaft 
your Reputation, you are not bound to 
confeſs openly, unleſs the Eaſe or ſutare 
Direftion of your doubtful and troubled 
Conſciences require it: But when your 
vicious fleſhly life is known, excufe ir nor, 
hide not the evil by Lies or extenuation, 
when you have wronged your Parents or 
Maſters by diſobedience, and by robbing 
them of part of your Time and Service, 

. if 
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if not alſo of their Money or goods, go-to 
them wich ſorrow and ſhame, and confeſs 
how fooliſhly you have ſcrved the Fleſh;, 
ro che injury of them, to the offending of 
God, and ts the unſpeakable hurr of your 
own Souls: Lament your ſm, and ask 
them forgiveneſs, and intreat their Pray. . 
ers, and their careful Government of 
yor for the -time to come , and fincere- 
ly promiſe thear Reformation and Obedi- 
Ence, | 
Yea, If you have had familiar Compa- 
nions itt your fin, go to them, and tell 
chem, [© God and Reaſon have convir- 
* ced me of my ſinful folly, that for bruit- 
&« iſh, fleſhly Pleaſure , have wilfully, bro- 
*« ken the Laws of my Creator and Re- 
« deemer, and for nothing undone and 
* loft my Soul, if Chrift do not recover 
* me by found Repentance, O how mad- 
& |y-have we deſpiſed our Salvation? How 
* eaſily might we have known, had we 
'©© but ſearchr and confidered the word of 
* God, that we were diſpleafing God, 
* undoing our felves, and making work for 
« farore ſorrows? Should I, when I 
ff know this, and when I know that I am 
* going to Death and Judgment, yet ob- 
* ſtinately go-on, and be a hardened Re- 
"bel againſt Chriſt and Grace, what can I 
| & Expect, 
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© expect, but to be forſaken of God and loft 
* for ever? O therefore as we have ſin- 
* ned together, let us repent together! 
« You have been a ſnare to me, and I to 
*you: We have been agents of the De- 
* yil to draw each other to ſin and miſery : 
* Certainly all this muſt ſooner or later be 
© repented of. O let us Joyn together in 
© Sorrow, and Reformation, and a boly, 
« obedient Life. If you will not con» 
*« ſent, I here declare to you before God, 
* (for I know that. he ſeeth and heareth 
© me) that I will be your Companion in 
« fin no more : I beg pardon 'for tempeing 
* you; Freſolve by Gods Grace to pre- 
-fer my Salvation and my Obedience _ 


tro God, before a baſe and beaſtly plea- 


* fare: Whatever you ſay againſt ir, E 
© will never more forfake my Salvation to 
* follow you , nor ever take you to be 
* wiſer than God , nor better friends to 
* me than my Saviour, nor your Words 
* more regardable than Gods word, nor 
fea Whore', ora merry Cup, or Vanity, 
*to be better than Heaven, nor Tempe- 
* rance and Holineſs to be worſe than 
* Hell. If you will not be undeceived. . 
* with me, I will pray for you; bur I re- 
** nounce your finfu] Company, and my 
fe warning will be a Witneſs againſt you ta 
* your confuſion, Stick 
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Stick not at the ſcorn of fools, nor at 
the ſhame of ſuch Repentance and Confeſ- 
fion: It may profit others: But however 
ic is no more than in hope you owe them, | 
whom you have wronged and endangered 
by fin: And it will lay ſome new obligati- 
on on your ſelves, to amend by doing 
what you have fo profeſſed: And ſure 
Conſcience and ſhame will ſomewhat the 
more hinder you, from evermore joyning 
with them in the fin which you have fo be- 
wailed and renounced, And think not this 
roo much, for there is no jeaſting with 
God, and with everlaſting joy or miſery. 


TV. My next Counſel] is, preſently, un- 

aerſt andingly, and confiderately , renew the 
Covenant which you made in Baptiſm with 
God your Creator, Redcemer, and Sanftifier. 

Conſider whether to be a Chriſtian is 
not neceſſary to your Salvation; and then 
conſider what it is to bea Chriſtian , and 
whether it be nor a far higher thing, than 
meerly to take that name upon you, and 
be of that party,. and to joyn, with. the 
right Church, and:to have the bare words 
and pifture of believers: And then conli- 
der whether God will be mocked wirh 
Shews, and Ceremonies, and dead Forma- 
lities, and falſe Profeſſions ; and —_ 
| [f 
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the lifeleſs Carkaſs or Image of Chriſtiani- 
ty will be taken by God inſtead of the life 
and power of it; and will ever favea Soul. 

| Yea, whether a falſe counterfeit Chriſtian, 
bred vp- under Chriſtian Inftruftions and 
Examples, do not make your guilt far 
greater, and your .caſe more miſerable 
than Americans or Indians, that never 
heard what. you have heard: And when 
perhaps -you have ſpoken againſt Hypo- 
crites your ſelves, whether there be any 
more notorious Hypocrites than ſuch, as 
you,” who fay you are Chriſtians, and yet 
live to the:Fleſh in the odious ſins which 
Chriſt abhorreth ; Think whar a dreadful 
thing it is To profeſs a Religion which con- 
demneth you, 'and to ſay over that Creed 
which you believe not , and: thoſe Petiti- 
ons in the Lords Prayer which you deſire . 
nor, and thoſe Commandments which you 
break and will: condemn you : To rebel a- 
gainſt God while you ſay you believe in 
him: To deſpiſe Chriſts Government 
while you fay you truſt han for Salvation : 
To ask for his Grace when you would not 
have ir,ro ſanctifie you, and fave you from 
your ſin. To beg Mercy of God, and-to 
rej=Ct this Mercy, and'to have no Meroy 
on your felves. O think what a doleful 
_ it is to ſee diſtracted ſinners ſuch Hy- 
. pocrites, 


[94] 
pocrites, playing with: ſuch Contradidti- 
ons , ſa near Gods Bar, and in his fight-: 
And to make no becter uſt of Prayers and 
the name of Chriftians, and the Profeſh- 
en of the Truth, than to give the Devil 
more mataer to accuſe you, 3nd Conſci- 
ence to torment you, anda righteous God 
to fay to you at laſt, Ont of thy own month 
will 4 judge thee; thow wicked Rebel, Didit 
thou vot-confeſs, that Jeſus was the Chriſt 
and that thou didft believe rhe Goſ 
and the Life to come ; and. yer didft live 
in the wilful diſobeying of Chriſt and the 
Goſpe), and baſe conternpt of God and 
thy Salvation ? 

And when you have conſidered the ſad 
eaſe of Hypocrites, 'that call themſelves 
Chriſtians. to. their own Condemnation, 
when they are none ſuch, . theh think ſeri- 
ouſly what the Covenant was, which was 
.made for you in you? Baptiſm, and you 
have taken on you to own. | Think what it 
ts devotedly ro - truſt to God as your-re- 
conciled Father,: and devotedly to truſt'to 
Chriſt as your Saviour, your great Teach- 
er, Governour , and Medjator with the 
Father ; what i ir is devotedly to truſt the 
Holy Spirit to iluminace , fanctifie and 
quicken you in a holy Life, and to ftren- 


then and _ you againd}, and m—_ 
a 
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all your Trials, Conſider whatit is to take 
the Fleſo , the World , and rhe Devil, as 
they are againſt this holy Life and heaven- 
ly Hope,for your Enemies,and to lift your 
ſelves under Chrift/in a vowed War ® the 
dearth againſt them. Think how you have 

diouſly broken thisCovenanr,on which 

the Hope of your-Salvation leth, And 
chew if you dare not utterly renounce all 
that Hope,preſent)y and refolvedly renew 
this Covenant. Lament your violation of 
it to God : Do'it not only ina paſſion, but 
wpon ſerious.confideration make that choice 
_ and refolation, which you dare ſtand to at 
a dying hour , and on which you may be- 
lieve, that God for Chrifts ſake will ac- 
cept you, and forgive you. O think what 
a Mercy it is to have a Saviour, who af 
ter all your heinous fins , will bring-you 
reconciled as Sons to- God, for the me- 
rits of bis Sacrifice and Righteouſneſs, and 
by his powerful Incerceflion, and will fend 
from Heaven the Spirit of God into your 
hearcs, to renew thoſe blind, dead, carnal 
. minds to God's holy Image ,' and will 
dwell in you, and carry on your SanCtifi- 


cation to the end. Thankfully and joyful- 
iy accept this Covenant and Grace, and . 


again give yp your ſelves to God, your 
Father, Saviour and Sanctifier; but be ſure 
that 
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-that you do-it abſolutsly, without deceir- 
ful exceptions and reſerves ;' and that you 
.do it refolvedly, and not only ina frighten» 
.ed mood;; and yerthat youdo it as.ia the 
_ rength of the Grace of Chriſt, not cruſt. 
-ing the ſtedfaſtneſs of your own deceirful, 
mutable Hearts. And when you can trgly 
ſay, that you unfeignedly conſent,” and re- - 
new this Govenant in your;þearts, then go 
the next opportunity to the Sacrament of 
the Lords Supper, and. there penitently 
and faithfully.- renew ir openly .in the ſo- 
lemn way. that Chriſt hath appointed you 
thankfully profeſs your Truſt in Chriſt , 
and-receiye- a ſealed Pardon of your fins, 
and Title to everlaſting Life ; and ſettle 
your Converſation in the Communion of 
Saints, as you hope to live yith ſuch for 
ever. | 4 


'V. Henceforward ſet yourſelves as the 
true Schollars of Chriſt, to learn. his -Do- 
Rrine, and as his true Subjedts to know 
"his Laws, and as thoſe that cruſt cheit 
Souls into his Hand , to underſtand ;. and 
firmly believe, his Promiſes for this Life, 
and thatwbich is ro come: And as the bleſ- 
| ſed man, Pſal..2, 2, 3. To delight inthe Law 
of the Lord, and meditate in it day and night, 

| . As 
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As you were wont to ſteal fome hours from 
God and your Maſters, to go to the houſe 
of Sin and Death, ſo now get ſuch hours as 
lawfully you can, from your other Employ- 
ments and diverſions; but eſpecially on the 
Lords-days; and get alone, and beg mercy 
and Grace from God, and ſet your ſelves to 
read the Bible, and with it read ſome : Ca- 
techifms, and ſome ſound and ſerious Trea- 
tiſes of Divinity which are moſt ſuitable to 
your ſtate. 

Itis young men that have miſcarried, and 
being convinced are willing to ture to God, 
that I am now direfting. And therefore 
ſuppoſing that you will ask me what Books 1 
would commend to you, I will anſwer you 
accordingly (ſuppoſing till that you prefer 
the Bible.) 

1, For the full reſolving of your Hearts 
to a ſound Repentance, and a holy life, 
read Foſeph Allenes Book of Converſion, 
Richard Allens Vindication of Godlineſs, 
and their Book of Covenanting with God, 
and his Victory over the World, Mr:Whate- 
leys New birth, and ſome of the old Ser- 
mons of Repentance, ſuch, as Mr. Stocks, 
Mr, Perkins, Mr. Dikes, Mr. Marburys, 
Bunny's corret&tion of Parſons Book for Re- 
ſolution , John Rogers Dodtrine of Faith, 
Wiliam Fenners Books, _ Smith on the 

(rt 
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firſt, and the fifty firſt Pſalms,and his great 
Aſſize,and on the Eunuchs Converſion, Bi- 
fields Marrow, Mr. Hows bleſſedneſs of the 

Righteous, and of Delighting in God. 

And if you would have any of mine, read 
the Call to the Unconverted, or the Treatiſe 
of Converſion, and the Direttions for ſound 
Converſion, and Now or Never, and a Saint 
 8r 4 Bruit, or which of all theſe Gods Pro- 
vidence ſhall afford you. 

I.If you would have help to try your hearts, 
eſt they be deceived, read Alleins foreſaid 
Book of the Covenant, and Pizkes T'ryal of 
ſincere Love to Chriſt, many Books of 
marks are extant, Bifields, Rogers, Harſ- 
zets,Berries, &c. And Mr. Chiſhall and Mr. 
Mead of being almoſt Chriſtians.If you would 
have any of mine, read the Right method 
for peace of Conſcience, and Direttions for 
weak Chriſtians, where are the Characters of 
the falſe, the weak, andthe ſtrong. 

It. For the dayly Government of Heart 
and Life, read the Pradtice of Piety, Scud- 
ders daily walk , Mr. Reyners diredions, 
(three excellent Books) Mr. Corbets ſmall 
private thoughts. And if you would have 
any. of mine, read my Family Book, and the 
Divine Lifethe Life of Faith, or the Saints 
Reſt, and for thoſe that can read great ones, 
my Chriſtian Direttory. | 

IV. And 
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IV. And it wilt not be unuſeful toread 
ſome profitable Hiſtory, eſpecially the Lives 
of exemplary perſons, and the Funeral Ser- 
mons which characterize them, I have pre- 
faced to two, which are eminently worth 
your reading, and moſt true, both youn 
men, that 1s, fohn 7aneway's Life, oy 
Foſeph Alleins, and given you the true ex- 
emplary Charatters in their Funeral Ser- 
mons of Mr. Aſhurſt, (an excellent pattern 
for Apprentices and Tradeſmen,) Mr.Stubs, 
Mr. Corbet, and of Mr. Wadſworth , and 
Mrs. Baker. Read Mr. Samuel Clarks 
Lives, and his Martyralogy, and his 14rr- 
rour, Dr: Beards examples, or Fox”s Book 
of Martyrs. Some Church Hiſtory, and 
Hiſtory of the Reformation, and the Hiſto- 
ry of our own Country, will be uſeful. 

V. As you grow up to more judgment 
you may read methodical Sums of Divint- 
ty,eſpecially Ames his Marrow,and his Cafes 
of Conſcience, (which arc in Englith tranſla- 
ted) and Commentaries. 

Great ſtore of all ſorts of good Books 
through the = mercy of God are common, 
among us : He that cannot buy, may borrow. 

But take heed that you loſe not your time 
in reading Romances , Play Rooks, vain 
Jeſts, ar ſeducing or reviling Difputes, or 
necdleſs Controverſies. 

H 2 This 
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- This courſe of Reading Scripture and 
good Books will be many ways to your 
great advantage. 

I.-It will above all other ways increaſe 
your knowledge. F 

2. It will help your Reſolutions and holy 
affections and dire& your lives. 

3. It will make your lives pleaſant ; the 
knowledge, the uſefulneſs, the variety will 
bea continual recreation to you, unleſs you 
are utterly beſotted or debaucht. 

4. The pleaſure of this will -turn you 
from your filthy fleſhly pleaſure. You will 
have no necd to go for delight to a Play- 
= » a Drinking-houſe or to Beaſtly 

uſts. | 

5. It will keep you from the finful loſs of 
time, by idleneſs or unprofitable employ- 
ment or paſtimes. You will caſt away 
Cardsand Dice when you find the ſweetneſs 
of uſcful Learning. 

But be ſure that yon chooſe the moſt uſe- 
ful and neceſſary ſubzeas, and that you ſeek 
knowledge for the love of Holineſs and 
Obedience. 

VI. The ſixth part of my advite is, for- 
ſake il Company and converſe with ſuch as will 
be helps to your Knowledge, Holineſs, and Obe- 
dence, and nat ſuch as will draw yon to ſin 

and miſery. 


You 


[. 101 ] 


You have found by ſad experience what 
power ill Company hath on fools, with ſuch 
amerry Tale, a Laughter, a Jeſt; a Seoru : 
a merry Cup, and a bad Example and Per- 
ſwaſion, doth- more than Reaſon, or Gods 
Authority, or the Love of their Souls. A 
Phyſiciau may go among the Sick and Mad 
to Cure them ; and a Wiſeman that ſeeth 
theſe will pitty them, and hate ſin the more. 
But what do you do there, where you have 
already catcht the infetion of their diſeaſe. 
'The mind of a man is known much by the 
Company which he chooſeth, and if you 
chooſe ill, no wonder if you ſpeed ill; - Pro. 
13. 20. He that walketh with wiſe men ſball 
be wiſe ; but a companion of fools ſhall be de- 
ſtroyed. . Prov. 28. 7. Whoſo keepeth the 
Law 15 a wiſe Son, but he that is a companion 
of riotous men ſhameth his Father. Pſal. 119. 
63. David faith, I am a companion of 'all 
them that fear thee, and of ther. that keep thy 
precepts. 26. 4y 5. T1 have n0: ſate with vain 
perſons. neither will T go in: with diſſemblers, 
T have hated the Congregation of evil doers, 
and will not ſit with the wicked. 119. 115. 
Depart from me ye evil doers, for I'will keep 
the Commandments of my God. 

VII. Eſpecially be ſure that you 14x not 
willfully upon Temptation, but keep as far from 
every tempting bait, and object as you Cans 

Ht 3 Fire 
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Fire and Gunpowder, or Straw muſt be 
kept at a ſufficient diſtance, no man is long 
ſafe at the very brink of danger, eſpecially 
if it be his own choice, and more eſpecially 
if it be a ſinthat his nature is much inclined 
to. No wife man willtruſt corrupted nature 
very far, efpecially where he hath often faln 
already. The beft man that is ſhould live 
in fear, when an enticing bait of fin is near 
him. If David that prayed , turn away 
mine eyes from beholding vanity, had better 
practiced it, O! what heynous fin had he 
eſcaped ; Had he made a Covenant with his 
eyes, as 7ob did, what wonnds had he pre- 
vented? The Feaſt that you ſee not,the Cnp 
that is a mile off, the perſon that is far di- 
ſtant, the words which you hear not, are 
not they that you are moſt in danger of ? 
But when tempting meat -and drink'are be- 
fore you, and the tempting perfon hath ſe- 
cret familiarity with you, and tempting or 
provoking words areat your ears, then alas 
many have need :of more Grace, Reſolutt- 
on, 'and Morrtification than they have. 

If you knew well what fin is, and what 
1s the conſequence, you woutd be 'more 
watchful and refolved 'apainft temprations 
than againſt Thieves or Ftre, or'the places 
infetted by the Plague; | 

VHI. Mike # the cheif Stutly "of your 
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Lives to underit#and what mans everlaſting 
hope ts, and to get a lively well ſetled goa + 4 
it; and to bring your ſouls to take it joyf, 
for your true felicity and end, and thence Zaily 
to fetch the powerful motives of your duty and 
your patience, and your contenting = 4 
Life and at your Death. 

The end is the Life of all the means. 
If heavenly blefſedneſs be not the chief end 
that you live, hope and labour for in the 
World, your whole lives will be but carnal, 
vain and the way to miſery : for the means 
can be no better than the End. God that is 
the beginning is our End ; We are made 
and governed by Him and for Him. Hea- 
venly Glory is the ſight of his Glory, and 
the Everlaſting perfe&ion and pleaſure of 
joyful mutual Love. 

But we are not the nobleſt Creatures 
next to God in excellency and defert, yea 
weare finners who have deſerved to be caſt 
out from his Love. And therefore as inthe 
way we mult come to him by a Saviour, ſo at 
the bleffed end we muſt enjoy himby a Me- 
diator, and to ſee Gods Glory in Chriſt 
and the Heavenly 7eruſalem, the bleſſed 
ſociety of Saints and Angels , continually 
flatning iti Love, Joy and Praiſes to the 
moſt holy God. This, this is the felicity for 
which we labour, ſuffer and hope. 

H 4 2. And 
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2. And O ! how great, and -how- need- 
ful a work it is, to ſearch, ſtudy and pray 
for ſo firm a beljef of this unſeen Glory, as 
May & reſolve, engage, and comfort us in 
ſome good mcaſure, as if we had ſeen it 
. . with theſe eyes ? O.! what men would one 
hours being in heaven make us,, or 'one clear 
ſght of it? Faith. hath a greater work to do 
than a-dreaming or dead opinion can per- 
form. If it be not well grounded firſt, and 
well exerciſed upon Gods Love, Promiſe 
and Glory from .day to day, you will find 
.cauſe (ſadly) to lament the weakneſs of it. 
For this uſe you have great need of the help 
of :fuch Books, as open clearly the evident 
proofs of the Chriſtian verity, which 1 have 
breifly done in the beginning of the 2d. 
part of my Life of Faith, and more largely 
1n 2 other Books, viz. The unreaſonableneſs of 
Irfidelity,and the reaſons of the Chriſtian Reli- 
70n.A firm. * 'lief of the World to come, is 
it that muſ .,ake us ſerious Chriſtians, and 
over come the ſnares of worldly vanity. 
And your Faith being well ſetled , ſet 
your ſelves dayly to uſe it, and live by it; 
dwell in the joyful hopes of the heavenly 
Glory. what is a man that liveth not in the 
uſe of Reaſon ? And you muſt know that you 
have as daily uſe for your Faith, as for your 
Reaſon. Without reaſon you can neither 


ſafely 
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ſafely eat or drink,nor converſe with men as 
a man, but as a Bedlam, nor do any buſineſs 
that concerneth you ; and therefore you 
muſt Live by your Reaſon. And without 
Faith you cannot pleaſe God ,, nor obtain 
Salvation, no.nor uſe your Reaſon for any 
thing higher than to ſerve your appetites 
and purvey for the fleſh, and therefore you 
muſt Live by Faith, or live like Beaſts, and 
worſe than Beaſts, and cannot otherwiſe 
live to God, nor live in the hopes of bleſſed- 
neſs hereafter. O / Conſider that the dif- 
ference between living chiefly upon and for 
an Earthly fleſhly felicity, or a heavenly ; 
is the great difference between the holy 
and the unholy, and the fore-goer of the 
difference between thoſe in Heaven and 
thoſe in Hell. 

IX, Still remember that the great Means, 
of all the good that here or hereafter you 
can expect, is the great Mediator, the great 
Teacher, Ruler and Interceſſor for his peo- 
ple. And therefore out of him you can do 
nothing. All duty that you offer to God 
muſt be by his Mediation,and ſo muſtall mer- 
cy which you receive from God, Tocome 
to God by him, who is the Way, the Truth, 
and the Life, muſt be your daily work of 
Faith. His blood muſt waſh you from all 
tin paſt, and from the guilt of daily failings, 
and 
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and infirmities. None but he can effe&ually 
teach you to know Godiand your ſelves,your 
duty and your everlaſting hopes. None but he 
can render your perſons, praiſes and ations 
acceptable to God, becauſe you are ſinners, 
and unmeet for Gods acceptance without a 
Mediator. All power in heaven and Earth 
is given him, and your Lives and Souls are 
at his will; and itis hethat muſt judge you, 
and with whom you hope to live in Glory. 
Therefore you muſt ſo live by the Faith of 
the Son of God, who hath loved you and 
and.given himſelf for you, that you may ſay 
itis he that liveth in you, Gal.2.2021. This 
is the Fountain from whence you muſt daily 
fetch your ſtrength and comfort. 

X. And ſtill remember that it is by the 
operation of the holy Spirit, that the Father 
and the Son do ſandtifie Souls, and Regene- 
rate and breed them up for Glory. It is by 
the Holy Ghoft, that God dwelleth in us by 
Love,and Chriſt by Faith. Therefore ſee that 
you reſt not in corrupted nature, and truft 
not to 'your ſelves, or to the Fleſh.” Your 
ſouls are 'dead to God and Holineſs, and 
your Gnties dead, till the Spirit of Chrift 
do quicken them. You are blind to God 
and mad in fin, till the ſpirit illuminate you, 
and give you underſtanding. You are like 


Enemies out of Love with God, Heaven and 
Holi- 
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Holineſs , till this Spirit reconcile you and 
fanftifie your wills. You will have no man- . 
like ſpiritual holy pleaſure , till the Holy 
Spirit renew your hearts, and make them 
fit to delight in God. O that men knew 
the great neceſſity of the illuminating, quick- 
ning, ſanftifying , comforting influence of 
the Spirit of God, how far would they be 
from deriding it, as fome prophane ones do. 
By this Holy Spirit the ſacred Records were 
written, and by miracles of Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, and Evangeliſts and Prophets,ſeal- 
ed and delivered to the Churches. And by 
this Spirit the orders and Government of . 
the-Church were ſetled. And by him we 
are inlightned to underſtand the Scripture, 
and inclined to Love them and delightfully 
believe them and obey them. Study there- 
fore obediently theſe Writings of the Holv 
Ghoſt, and confidently truſt them. O! be 
not found among the reſiſters, or negletters 
of the Spirits helpand motions, when proud 
ſelf-confidence or fleſhly luſts do riſe againſt 
them. 

Chriſts bodike preſence is taken from the 
Earth, he-promifed inftead of it (which was 
bat in one place at once) to ſend his Spirit 
which is to the ſoul more than the Sun light 
tothe Eye, and can ſhine inall the world at 
once. This is his Agent on Earth, by whom 
(10 
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(in Feachers and:;Learners): he carrieth on 
| his faving work. - This is his Advocate who 
| pleadeth his cauſe effectually againſt unbe- 

leif and fleſhly laits, and worldly wiſdom. 

This isthe well of living water, ſpringing up 
| in is+to Everlaſting life ; the name, the 
| mark of God on Souls., the - Divine  Re- 
#enerator, theauthor of Gods Holy Image, 
l and .the:Divine Nature, even Divine life, 
| and-light and love, the Conqueror of the 

World and Fleſh , the ſtrengthner of the 
weak,: the confirmer of the wavering, the 
comforter,of the ſad, andthe pledge, ear- 
neſt and firſt fruits. of everlaſting life. O 
therefore pray earneſtly for the Spirit of 
Grace, and carefully obey him, and joy- 
fally praiſe Tod, in the ſence of his holy en- 
couragement and help, 
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CHAP, IX. 


Additional Counfel to Youngmen , who are 
bred up to Learning, and Publick work , 
eſpecially to the Sacred Miniſtry in the Uni- 
verſities and Schools. 


tices,who arenearcſt me, and I have 


S.1J7 was the caſe of the London Appren- 
| oft 
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oft to do with, which firſt provoked me to 
this work, and therefore which was chief 
in my intention. But had 1 as near oppor- 
tunity to be a Counſellor to others, There 
are three ſor:s whom I ſhould have prefer- 
red, for the ſake of the Church and King- 
dom,, to which they are of greater fignifi- 
cation. 

I. Thoſe in the Schools and Univerſi- 
ties, who are bred up for the Sacred Mini- 
ſtry. 

it. Thoſe there, and in the Inns of Court 
_ are bred up to the knowledge of the 

aw. 

Ill. The Sonsof Noblemen, Knights and 
others, that are bred up for ſome places of 
Government in the Kingdom, according tb 
their ſeveral ranks. And of theſe it is the 
firſt that 1 ſhall moſt freely ſpeak to, 

8. 2. And firſt I ſhall mention the Impor- 
tance of their caſe, and ſecondly the Danger 
that they are in of miſcarrying, and what 
they ſhould do to eſcape it. 

9. 3. I. And indeed their condition as 
they prove good or bad, is of unſpeakable 
importance. 

I. To the Church and the Souls of 
men. | 

2. Tothe Peace of the Kingdom. 

3, Tothemſelves. Ard, 

4. To 
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4. To their Parents, above the common 
caſe of others. | 

F. 4+ 1. Of how great importance the 
Quality of the Clergy is to the Church and 
mens Salvation, many thouſands have found 
to their Joy and Happineſs, and1 fear many 
more thouſands to their ſorrow and deſtru- 
&ion. And then of what importance the 
Quality of Scholars and Young Candidates, 
is tothe ſoundneſs of the Clergy, I need not 
many words to make men of reaſon and ex- 
perience know. 

F. 5- 2. God who hath inſtituted the 
ſacred office, and by his Spirit qualifieth 
men for the work, doth uſually work ac- 
cording to the fitneſs of their work, and qua- 
lifications. As he doth the works of Nature 
according to the fitneſs of Natural ſecond 
cauſes, (giving morelight by the Sun,than by 
a Star or Candle, cc. ſo he doth the works of 
Morality, according to the fitneſs of Moral 
Cauſes. Holineſs is the true Morality, and 
uſually wrought by holy means. And though 
it be ſo ſupernatural in ſeveral reſpeas (as 
it is wrought by the ſupernatural revelation, 
or doctrine , or a ſupernatural Teacher 
Chriſt, by the operation of the holy Ghoſt, 
a ſixpernatural Agent, commonly called in- 
faſton, and raiſing the ſoul to God a ſuper- 


natural obje&t; and to a better ſtate: than 
that 
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that of corrupted nature) yet we are natural 
recipients, and agents, and it iS Our natural 
faculties which Grace reneweth, and be- 
ing renewed exerciſe the atts of holineſs ; 
and God worketh on us according to our na - 
ture, and by cauſes ſuited to our capacities 
and to the work. As he uſcth not to give men 
the knowledge of Languages, Philoſophy or 
any Art, by the Teaching of the ignorant 
and unskilful, ſo much as by Learned skilful 
Teachers,we muſt ſay the ſame of our Teac- 
hers of ſacred Truth : and though Grace be 
the gift of the holy Ghoſt, experience 
conſtraineth all ſorts of Chriſtians almoſt to 
acknowledge what here aſſert. Why elſe 
do they ſo earneſtly contend, that they may 
ive under the Teachers which they count 
the beſt ? Will Hereticks teach men the 
Truth as well as the Orthodox ; why then 
is there ſuch a ſtir made againſt Hererichs in 
the World ? and why are the Clergy fo ca- 
ger to filence ſuch as Preach down that, 
which they approve. Will Papiſts chooſe 
Proteſtant Teachers, or Proteſtants chooſe 
Papilts. 

And as men are nnfit to teach others, that 
which they know not themſelves, fo unbe- 
licving men, and unholy men, are tar leſs 
hit to perſwade the hearers to Faith and Ho- 
lineſs, than believing holy Teachers are. 
Though 
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Though ſome of- them may be furniſhed 
with the ſame notions and words which feri- 
ous Godly Teachers uſe, yet uſually; even 
in that, they are greatly wanting : becauſe 
they have not ſo throughly ſtudied ſaving 
Truth, nor percieved its evidence, nor- ſet 
their hearts upon it, nor deeply recieved and 
retained it. For ſerious affeftion quickneth 
the mind to ſerious conſideration, and cau- 
ſeth men ſpeedily and deeply to recieve that 
truth, which others recieve but ſlowly, 
ſuperficially, or not at all. How you 
and proſperouſly do men ſtudy that which 
they ſtrongly love ? And how hardly do 
they learn that, which they have no delight 
in? much more which they hate, and their 
very naturesare againſt? 

But if an Hypocrite ſhould have g00d no- 
tionsand words, yet he will uſually be great- 
ly wanting in that ſerious delivery, which 
is ordinarily needfull to make the Hearers 
ſerious Chriſtians. It ſeldom reacheth the 
heart of the Hearer, which cometh not 
from the heart of the Speaker. As light 
cauſeth light, ſo heat cauſeth heat ; And the 
dead are unfit to generate Life, The arrow 
will not go far or.deep, if both the Bow and 
Arm be not ſtrang that ſhoot it 3 conſtant 
experience telleth us undeniably , of the 
different ſucceſſe of the reading or ſaying 0 

a Pul- 
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a dos err or a dall; or a mere dffeated 
Speectt,& of the judicious,ſerious Explicati« 
on,&applicationof well choſen matter;which 
the experienced Speaker well underftand- 
cth, and which he uttereth from the feeling 
of his Soul. And the Love of a Benefice, 
no, nor of applauſe neither, wilt not- make 
a man preach in that manner, as the love of 
God, and'the lively belief of heaven and hell, 
and as the defire of faving Souls will do. The 
means will be choſen and uſed, and the work 
done, agrecably to the principle and the end. 

But if a Stage-Hypocrite ſhould' learn 
the knack, or art of preaching, with af- 
fefted fervency, and' ſeeming zeal, yet, 
Art and Paint will not reach the power and 
beauty of Natore : Uſually affettation be- 
wrayeth' it ſelf ; and when it is difcerned, 
the Hypocrifre is loathed : And it faileth or- 
dinarily,. in point "of Conſtancie:: W: the 
Hypocrite' pray alwates. Job 27. 10. Art 
vita hold out like Nature : (when the 
motives of Gain (which is their Godlineſs) 
ceafeth, the pleafure of applauſe, the means 
will ceafe. Yea, ufually it turneth ro a ma- 
Fgnant reviling of the ſerious-piety which 
they counterfeited before' , or of the per- 
fons, whoſe applauſe: they did affe& : For 
where the Hypocrifie of the Preacher is diſ- 
covered, by his contrary ſelf condemning 
words, or life ; and = people 2ccording- 
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ty judg of himas he is, his proud heart can- 
not bear it, but he turnetha maliciqus re- 
proacher of thoſe, whoſe applauſe he 
ſought, thinking by diſgraceing them, to 
defend his own eſteem, by making their 
cenſure of him incredible, or contemptible. 

Andif the Hypocrite ſhould hold. on his 
Stage affetation, with plauſible art, yet it 
will not reach to an anſwerable diſtharge of 
the reſt of his miniſterial work : It: 1s No 
men, that he expeaeth his reward, and in 
the ſight of men, onthe publick Stage that 
he appeareth in his borrowed Glory. But 
in his Family, or his Converſation,. or his 
miniſterial Duty to men in private, he an- 
ſwereth not his publick ſhew. He will not 
ſet himſelf to inſtruct, and win the igno- 
rant and impenitent, and zealouſly to ſave 
men from their ſins, and to raiſe mens 
earthly mindsto Heaven, by praying with 
them, and by heavenly diſcourſe, and by a 
heavenly Converſation - nor will he be at 
much coſt, or labour to do good. 

F. 6. But alas, the far greateſt part of 
bad anexperienced Clergie men, do prove 
ſo hurtful to the Church,” that they have 
not ſo much as the Hypocrites ſeeming 
Zeal and Holyneſs to cloak their fin, or 
profic their people with. The fad caſe of 
the Chriſtian World proelaimeth this; not 
| _ only 
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only in' the Southern and Eaſtern Chutches 
( Abaſſia ., Egypt, Syria, Armenia, the 
Greeks, and Moſcovites, &c, nor only the 
Papiſts Prieſts in the Weſt, but too great a 
number in the Reformed Churches. And 
it is more lamentable than wonderful : For 
there gocth ſo much to the general planting 
of a worthy faithful Miniſtry, that itis the 
great Mercy of God, that ſuch are not 
more rare. 

1. If they have not Natural Capacity, 
there is not matter for Art and Ordinary 
Grace to elevate. 

2. Andif this Capacity be not improv- 
ed by diligent and long ſtudy (which moſt 
will not undergo) it is no. wonder if it be 
uſcleſs, or much worſe. 

3. Andif it be not direded by a ſound 
and skilful Teacher, but fall into the hands 
of an erroneous, or bad Guide ; you may 
conjetture what the Fruits will be _ 

4. And if that good parts and ſtudies be 
not kept from the miſchievous enmity of a 
Worldly Mind, and Fleſhly Luſts, how 
calily are they corrupted, and turned againſt 
their uſe and end, to the great hurt of the 
Church,- and of themſelves. 

5- And if thoſe that chooſe Prelates, 
or Church-Governours ſhould be ei- 
ther of corrupted Judgments, wicked 
FF Hearts, 
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Hearts, or vicious Lives, how probable is 
it, that they will choofe ſuch as themſelves, 
or -at leaſt, ſuch as will not much croſs 
their Luſts, 

6. And if fach worldly and wicked Pre- 
Htes be the Ordainers, Examiners, Judges, 
and Inſtitators of the Inferior Clergie, or 
be their Rulers, it's caſie to know what fort 
of men they wilt-Intraduce and Countenance, 
and whatſort they will filencc,and diſcourage. 

7. And if Zay-Patrons have the choice of 
Pariſh Paſtors, and moſt, or many of them 
ſhould be ſuch, as Chriſt tells us the Rich 
moſt uſually are, a worldly, and ſenſual 
ſort of men, or ſuch as have no lively ſenſe 
of Heavenly things, we may eaſily conje- 
ure, what men ſuch are likely to preſent. 

8. And if the people have any where, 
..Casanciently) the Choice when moft of them 
are bad, what men will they chooſe. Or 
if they have not the choice, yet they are ſo 
conſiderable, that their Conſent, or Diſ- 
fent, Love, or Hatred, will \way much 
with thoſe that much live among them. But 
Imuſtafterward ſay more of theſe Impedi- 

ments. 
I. 7. And asall theſe Impediments are 
like to mako worthy Paſtors to be rare, ſo 
its certain that their naughtineſs of ſuch is 
like to make them exceeding hurtful, which 
iseaſily gathered from 1. What 
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1. What they wilbe. 
2. What they will do. | 
3. In what. manner they willdo it. In 

all which, the effets may be probably fore- 

ſeen, And, 

I. I is ſuppoſed that they will be world- 
ly minded men, that will take Garin for 
Godlineſs, and will judge that to be the beſt 
cauſe, and thoſe the beſt perſons, who 
molt befriend their wortdly. Intereſt. They 
will love the-Fleece more than the ſafety of 
the Flock, and their Benefices, more than 
the benefit of the people's Souls; they will 
ſerve their Bellies morc than Chriſt, Phzl. 3. 
18. Rom. 16. 17. and being Loversof the 
world, they will be real enemies to God. 
The Love of Money, in them, will be the 
root of all Evil. As Achan, and Gehezs, 
they will think they have reaſon. for what 
they do ; andif tempted, will with 7xdas 
betray their Maſter. 

2. And their fleſhly deſires will have lit- 
tle reſtraints, but what one {in doth put up- 
on another, or Gods controuling Provi- 
dence give them. Their Reputation may 
make them avoid that which would be their 
diſgrace - But ſecretly, they will ferve 
their Appetites, and Flethly Luſts. For they 
will not have Gods effeftual Grace, nor 
much tenderneſs of Conſcience to reſtrain 


them. | 
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3, And Pride will be their very Nature, 
Eſteem and applauſe will be taken for their 
due, and ſeem as neceflary tothem, almoſt 
as the Air, and as V Vater toa Fiſh. Ambi- 
tion: will be their Complexion 3 and will 
aftwate their thoughts : And all theſe Vices 
will ſo corrupt their judgments, that there 
will want little more, than worldly Inte- 
reſt and temptations, to turn them to any 
Hereſie, or ill Deſign, 

And it -is much to be feared, that their 
prophanation of Holy things will make them 
worſe, and more impenitent thanother men. 
Partly, by the Righteous Judgment of God 
forſaking them; and partly, by the hard- 
ning of their own hearts, by long abuſe of 
that- trath which ſhould have ſanftified 
them + For when they have impriſoned it 
in unrighteouſneſs, and long plaid, as Hypo- 
crites, with that,” which they preached and 
profeſſed to believe, cuftom will ſo harden 
:them, that their knowledge will have little 
power on their Hearts. 

8. 2ly.And no wonder if the Fruit be like 
the Free Theſe Vices will not be idle, 
nor bring forth Holy, or Juſt Effedts. 

1. It's likely they will make it the chief 
care of their minds, to get that, which they 
moſt love. And that they will ſtudy pre- 
ferment (which is the Clergic-mans near- 
cft way to wealth,) 2, And 
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2, And then they muſt be Flatterers of 
thoſe thatcan preferr them. Or at leaſt, 
muſt not ſeriouſly call them to repentance, 
or tell them of their fin. 

3. In all-differences, of what Conſe- 
quence ſoever, they will uſually paſs their 
judgment on the ſide of ſuch as can preferr, 
or hurt them. 

4. In Religious controverſies they will 
uſually be on the ſide,thatis for their wordly 
Intereſt, be it right, or wrong. 

5. They will harden great men in their 
fins, by flattering them. 

6, They will harden the prophane, by 
pleaſing them in their ignorance and ungodli- 
neſs, to get them ontheir ſide. 

7. They will be Enemies to the ſerious 
Religious people, becauſe they diſcern the 
Vice and Hypocrifie, which they would 
conceal, and becauſe they honour ſuch as fear 
the Lord, wile vile Perſons are contemued 
in their Eyes, Pſal. 15. 4- 

8. They will turn their preaching agaiuſt 
ſuch, partly to vent their malignant Spleen, 
and- partly to avercome them as their Ene- 
mies. Hereupon they will deſcribe their 
ſerious piety, as FaQtion, Self Opinion, 
and Hypocrifie, and will ' raiſe jealouſies 
apainft them in the minds of Ralers, and 
increaſe the Rabbles malignity and. rage, 
I 4 and 
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and will extenuate the {in and dahger of the 
moſt yngodly ſort, that take their own part. 
' 9. They will ſhame their Office and 
Profeſſion, by baſe.;mutability, - turning 
with the Tame wad :Liges as. Temptations 
from their worldly Intereſ&- lead them, 

10. They will by their- making light of 
Godlineſs, and by the ſcandal, or unholy- 
neſs of-their own Converſations , make the 
vulgar believe that Godlineſs: is either a 
cheat, or a, matter of meer words, and 
outward obſeryances, and to' heof theRe- 
ligion of their Rulers, and a thing to keep 
men in ſome awe and order in a worldly 
Life. Ut; | | 

I1, Their ignorance oft makes them un- 
fit for hard - Controverſies, and yet their 
pride and malignity will make - them for- 
ward to talk of what they underſtand not, 
and to take thence an occaſion to revile thoſe 
whom they difſike, and ſpeaking evil of 
what they never knew, they will make up 
their want: of knowledge, with outward 
Titles, pretended Authority , confident 
Affirmation, cenforious Reproach, and vi- 
olently oppreſſing by power the Gainſayers. 

12. If any mans Conſcience be awakned 
to call him to true Repentance, they will 
either tell him itis needleſs melancholy trou- 
ate, and - give him an opiate of. ſome flat- 
tcring 
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tering falſe comfort, , or preach him aſleep 
again, with unſuitable things, or a cold, 
dull, formal kind of managing holy things. 

$. % And ſuch aretoo often the plagues 
of the Church and State, as well as injurious 
to individual Souls. 

x. Their Ignorance, or ſcandalous Ambi- 
tion, Covetouſneſs, and other fins, do ren- 
der them ſo contemptible in the Eyes of ma- 
ny, that it tends to makethe Church, and 
all Religion fo. And when Nobles, Gen- 
tlemen, and People think baſely of the. Mi- 
niſtry, Church, and Religion for their 
fakes, how ſad is the caſe of ſuch a people. 
The Goſpel is half taken away from a 
Nation, when *tis taken out of their eſteem, 
and brought under their reproach and ſcorn: 
And a ſcorned Clergie will prepare for the 
ſcorning of Religion: And an ignorant,-or 
worldly ambitious , fleſhly, ſcandalous 
Clergie, will be a ſcorned Clergy with two 
many. Eraſmus much diſyraced the Gey- 
mane Proteſtants, when he deſcribed ſome 
of them, as having a Bottle of Wineat their 
Girdle, and his Franflation of the New Te- 
ſtament intheir hands, ready to diſpute for 
it with blows : And ſo do many «that tell 
the world how many of the Lutheran Mini- 
fters are given to exceſs of Drink, and-un- 
peaccable reviling of Diflenters. Andithe 
ſaime 
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fame Eraſmus much depreciated either Bi- 
ſhops, or Scotiſts, when ſpeaking' of the 
Scotiit Biſhop of Londen, ' who'was Dr. 
Collets Adveffary, he ſaith, 1 bave known 
ſome ſuch whom I would not call Knaves, 
but never one, whom 1 could call a Chriſti- 
an. Not only Drunkenneſs and bruitiſh ſms, 
but fattitiouſneſs, envy, unpeaceableneſs, Con- 
tentionſneſs, and eſpecially a proud and word- 
ly mind, will be in moſt mens Eeyes, more 
ugly ina Miniſter, than others : For where 
there is a double Dedication to God, that 
which iS Common, will ſeem Unclean, and 
when there ſhould be a double Holyneſs, fin 
will appear to be double fin. 

2. And indeed a carnal wordly Cler- 
pie are oft the moft powerful and obſtinate 
hinderers of the Peace, and quietneſs of 
Church and State. 

1. By fitting themſelves to the humours 
of thoſe, in whoſe power their preferments 
are, be it never ſo much to the injury of 
mens Souls, Bodies, or Eſtates, or againſt 
the publick good and ſafety ! Or <lſe, lead- 
ing the people into errour for popular ap- 
plauſe.. 

2. By adomineering humour, in matters 
of Religion : taking themſelves Law-giv- 
<rsto others, and taking tneir witts and 


wills for uncontroulable ; laying Heaven 
dau and 
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and Hell upon their own Inventions or Con- 
ceits, and the Controverſies which they end- 
leſly make, but underſtand not, and hereti- 
- cating, or anathematizing ſuch as take them 
not for Oracles, or Rabhi's, that muſt not 
be gainſay'd. 

3. And by Corrupting the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, and Church, by departing from the 
Chriſtian ſimplicity, and purity ; and form- 
ing Doctrine, Worſhip, and Government, 
according to their own carnal worldly minds 
and intereſt. 

4+ And than militating againſt the beſt 
that contradif them, or ſtoop not to them, 
though it be to the diſtrattion and diviſion 
of the Churches. And uſually they are the 
hardeſt to be brought to peace, and recon- 
ciliation, and do moſt againſt it, whenever 
it isattempted by Peace-makers, who pitty 
the woeful caſe of ſuch a ſelf-diſturbing peo- 
ple. 

$. 10. All this hath been ſolong mani- 
feſtedto the ſad Experience of mankind, in 
moſt Nations, and Ages of the Chriſtian 
World, that it is not to be denyed, or con- 
cealed. And ſhould we pretend the Honour 
of the Church and Clergie, for the denying, 
or the hiding of ſuch grievous Sins, it would 
but make us partakers of the guilt, and diſ- 
pleaſe the moſt Holy God, who will _ 
In, 
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fin in. whomſoever ſhamed , and hardeu 


others who are ready to imitate them, 
The Holy Scriptures open and ſhame the 
fins even of Adam, of Noe, of Loty 
of David, of Solomon, of Peter, and of 
Gods choſen people the Fews: and this 
was not a faulty uncoveriug of their naked- 
neſs, but a neceſſary diſgrace of (in, and ma- 
nifeſtation of the Holyneſs and Juftice of 
God, and a warning to others that we fhould 
not ſin with ſuch Examples before our Eyes. 
x Cor. 10. 6, 7, 8. 

I have written the Hiſtory of the Biſhops, 
and Councils of former Ages, in which, 
with their virtues, Ihave opened their miſ- 
carriages : ſome blame it, as if it were un- 
covering their nakedneſs. But 1 have ſaid 
nothing but what is openly proclaimed of 
them long agoe, by their own greatelt flat- 
terers; and it was Chriſt himſelf that ſaid 
Remenver Lot's Wife : The Pit which fo 
many have fallen into, muſt be uncovered, 
and God, and Holynefs muſt be honoured, 
rather than thoſe that diſhonour themby in : 
Sin confeſſed and forſaken, is not ſo dange- 
Tous, as (in denyed, and extenuated : He 
that hideth it, ſhall not proſper. Sin is a 
reproach to any people, Pro. 14: 34. and 
6. 33- EvenGod that forgiveth it to the pe- 
mtcnt, will ſhame 1t, to keep others from 
com 
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committing it. He that minceth, or hid- 
eth it, tempteth others to imitate it. - 

Alas, what work havea worldly, proud, 
and ignorant Clergie made in-moſt Chriftian 
Nations, theſe thirteen” hundred: years. 


 Athanaſms , Chryſoſtoms, Tſidore-Peluſio- 


ta, &c. but eſpecially, excellent Grepory 
Aazzantene have told it us, even of their 
flouriſhing times, more plainly than now 
intend to do : They have loved this preſent. 
world : ſome ſet themſelves by venting new 
and odd opinions, to draw Diſciples after 
themfor applauſe; ſome furiouſly heretica- 
ting them that differed from them by ambi- 
guo0us words; and making themſelves Lords 
of the Faith of others, and making their ig- 
norant Difates the Oracles of the Chvrch - 
ſtriving who ſhould be thought wifeft and 
beſt, ' byt eſpecially who ſhould be greateſt, 
as if Chriſt had never judged in that Contro- 
verfie : Flattering Empcronrs and Princes, 
till they got Wealth and Power by them, 
and then over-topping them, and 'troubling 
the World by Rebellfous, and Bloody 
Woarrs. Tearing the Churches in pieces, 
on prctence of Union, ard killing, and'barn- 
ing men on pretence ef Faith and Charity, 
and Curſing from Chrift his fairhful Ser- 
vants, on pretence of uſing the Reyes of 
Chriſts Kingdom; ferting up themſelves, 
and 
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others who are ready to imitate them, 
The Holy Scriptures open and ſhame the 
fins even of Adam, of Nee, of Lotg 
of David, of Solomon, of Peter, and of 
Gods choſen people the Fews: and this 
was not a faulty uncoveriag of their naked- 
neſs, but a neceſſary diſgrace of (ing and ma» 
nifeſtation of the Holyneſs and Juftice of 
God, and a warning to others that we fhould 
ot ſin with ſuch Examples before our Eyes. 

3 Cor. 10. 6, 7o Be 
I have written the Hiſtory of the Biſhops, 
and Councils of former Ages, in which, 
with their virtues, Ihave opened their miſ- 
carriages : ſome blame it, as if it were un- 
covering their nakedneſs. But 1 have ſaid 
nothing but what is openly proclaimed of 
them long agoe, by their own greateſt flat- 
terers; and it was Chriſt himſelf that ſaid 
Remeniver Lots Wife ; The Pit which fo 
many have fallen into, -muſt be uncovered, 
and God, and Holynefs muſt be honoured, 
rather than thoſe that diſhonour themby fin : 
Sin confeſſed and forſaken, is not ſo dange- 
rous, as ſin denyed, and extenuated : He 
that hideth it, ſhall not proſper. Sin 1s a 
reproach to any pcople, Pro. 14. 34. and 
6. 33- EvenGod thatforgiveth it to the pe- 
mtent, wiil ſhame 1t, to keep others from 
| com 
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committing it. He that minceth, or hid- 
eth it, tempteth others to imitate it, - 

Alas, what work havea worldly, proud, 
and ignorant Clergie made in-moſt Chriftian 
Nations, theſe thirteen” hundred years. 
Athanaſius , Chryſoſtoms , Tſidore-Peluſio- 
ta, &c. but eſpecially, excellent Grepory 
Naziamene have told it us, even of their 
flouriſhing times, more plainly than I now 
intend to do : They have loved this preſent 
world : ſome ſet themſelves by venting new 
and odd opinions, to draw Diſciples after 
them for applauſe; ſome furiouſly heretica- 
ting them that differed from them by ambi- 
gyous words ; and making themſelves Lords 
of the Faith of others, and making their ig- 
norant Difates the Oracles of the Chvrch - 
ſtriving who ſhould be thought wifeft and 
beſt, ' byt eſpecially who ſhould be greateſt, 
as if Chriſt had never judged in that Contro- 
verfie : Flattering Empcronrs and Princes, 
till they got Wealth and Power by them, 
and then over-topping them, and 'troubling 
the World by Rebellfous, and Bloody 
Woarrs. Tearing the Churches in pieces, 
on prctence of Union, ard killing, and'burn- 
ing men on pretence ef Faith and Charity, 
and Curſing from Chriſt his fairhful Ser- 
vants, on pretence of uſing the Reyes of 
Chriſts Kingdom ; ferting' up themſelves, 
| and 
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anda worldly Kingdom, on pretence of the 
Spititual: Government of Chriſt z making 
Merchandize of Souls, on pretence of feed- 
ing, and ruling them, cheriſhing the people 
in /gxorance, and ſloth, and carnality, that 
they. might be more obedient to their Ty* 
ranny,: and lefſe capable of oppoſing it ; 
hating, and deſtroying the moſt conſciona- 
ble Chriſtians, as Heretichs, or Schiſma- 
ticks, becauſe they are the greateſt Enemies 
to their Sin, and deſires of Reformation 
provoking Princes to become the bloody 
Perſecutors of ſuch, for the upholding of 
their worldly State and Dignity, yea, mak- 
ing them their Liftors or Executioners, 
to deſtroy ſuch as taey condemn. 

Such work as this, hath deſtroyed the 
Greeks, .or Eaſtern Churches, ſet up Turksſh 
Tyranny, by dividing Chriſtians, weak- 
ning, and ruining the Emperors, making 
Religion a meer Image of lifeleſs formality, 
and Ceremony, and a powerleſs dying thing. 
Such a Clergie hath darkned, and lamenta- 
bly brought low the Chriſtian Churches in 
Meſcovie, Armenia, Georgia, Mengreliaz 
Syriay Abaſſia, and extirpated them in Nu- 
bia, . and; brought them in Italy, Poland, 
Hungary, Spain, France, and moſt of Ger- 
many to what they arc : + Such a Clergie have 
brought Ireland from th: laudable State 
| which 
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which it.was in, in thedays of Malacbias, as 
Bernard deſcribed it, into the barbarous, 
briutfſh, igzorance and bloody inhumanity 
at which .it is now arrived ; and had the 
chief hand in. the murder of two hundred 
thouſand perſons in the late Rebellious in- 
ſurreQion ; ſuch a Clergy had a chief hand 
in the civil wars in England in the reign of 
Wiliam Rufus, King Stephen, Hen. 3. King 
Tohn, &c. the ſubje& of Pryns Hiſtory of 
the T reaſons of Prelates : And alas ſuch a 
corrupt ſort of Miniſters keepeth up the 
diviſion of the German Proteſtants, under 
the name of Lutherans and Calyiniſts, about 
Conſubſtantiation, Church-Images, and do- 
rines of Predeſtination not underſtood. 
And had the Low-Countries ever had the 
ſtirs between Remonſtranuts and Contra-res- 
monſtrants, or England and Scotland ever 
had the miſerable contentions , warres and 
cruelties between the former Epiſcopal par- 
ties, and the Laudians, or betwcen them 
and the Presbyterians and Independents, and 
all the ſilencings, and woefull contentions 
and Schiſms that have thence followed, if 
the vices of the Clergy had not been the cauſe. 
And had we continued in this caſe theſe 
twenty years laſt, ſilencing , reviling and 
proſecuting about two thouſand conſcionable 
Preachers, and writing and preaching ſtill 
for executing the Lawes againſt them, and 
the 
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the profecuted (people flying from: ſuch 2 
Clergy as ravening Wolves, And foe cenſu- 
ring theinnocent with the guilty,cooldalf this 
have been done by a wiſe, holy, and peace- 
able Clergy, that ſerved God ih ſelftenyal, 
and knew what it is to ſeek the good of 
Church and ſouls? When we yet continue 
under the fame diftrattions and convulſions, 
and all cry out that a flood of miſery is 
breaking in on' the Land, and like to 


- overwhelm us all; and till it is the Clergy 


that cannot or will.not be reconciled, but 
animate Rulers and people againſt each 
other,” and cannot 'or will not find the way 
of peace; yea all would be ſoon healed in 
probability, could the Nation but procure 
the Clergy to conſent ; certainly there is fome 
grievous diſeaſe in our felves,' which is hke 
to pove mortal to fuch a Kingdom, and that 
while ſo many pray and ftrive for” peace. 
Thoſe men that have no more skill or will to 
heal the wounds,and ſtop the blood of a faint- 
ing Church and'State,nor wil by any reafon.or 
humble importunity be intreated to conſem 
tothe cheap and neceflary cure, no nor to 
hold their hands from continued' tearing of 
us,! dotell all the world that they are fadly 
wanting in fitneſs for their ſacred office, and 


- that this unfitneſsis like to coſt an endanger- 


ed Nation dear, | 
. 23» wo, 
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Wo, wo, wo, to that Church, that hath 
Hypocrites:, Ungodly , Unexperienced', 
Prond, Worldly , Fleſhly, Unskilful, un- 
faithful and Malignant Paſtors,” and that 
hath Wolves inſtead of Shepherds ; wo to 
the Land that hath ſuch. Wo to the Prince 
and States that have and follow ſuch Coun- 
ſellors, and to the Souls that are ſubverted 
by them. Alas ! from a bad Clergy hath 
ſprung the greateſt calamities of the Chur- 
ches, in all places to this very day. 


S. 11. But will ſuch mens ſins prove 
leſs woful to themſelves than others. | 

Ne. 1. Itis the fin and guilt it ſelf, which 
is thegreateſt evil. | 

2, They aggravate their ſin and guilt by 
a perfidious violating a double vow, their 
Baptiſmal Vow of Chriſtianity, and their 
Ordination Vow to be Faithful Miniſters of 
"I h heir guilt by th 

3, T ravate their guilt by ther 
nearneſs x Gy in their Office and Works, 
as Aarons two Sons that were ſtruck dead, 
Lev. 10. 2, 3. For God will be ſanflifyed 
inthem, that come nigh him, and before all the 
people he will be glorifyed. The examples 
of the Beth-ſhemites, Uzza, UVzziah, the 
bad Prieſts and Falſe Prophets of old are ter- 


rible. | 
K 4. And 
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1:4. And'it greatly; addeth tor the guilt to 
dd-all this-or much of 1t as inthe. Nameof 
God , of by his Commiſſian.; This: is a 
dreadful taking, of Gods Name: in vainy for 
which he will not hold them gniltlefs. Td 
pretend; that. it is by Gods:tommiand, that 
they fee up thit which he abhorreth:;, that 
they corrupt: his Dodrine;' or: Worſhip; or 
ChiirehOrder thatithey ſetiup their.own wills 
end ſinfal Lawsi inſtead of: and ' againſt his 
Laws ; that they tear his: Chirrohr by proud 
Impoſitions, and wicked Anathema's, and 
Intcrdi&s off whole Kingdoms, Excommu- 
nicating..and  Depbſng' Kings  Abſolving 
men fromithieiy Oaths: of Allegiance, Tor- 
menting and Murdering Godly men'as He- 
reticks; Silencing; Paithfol Miniſters, Smit- 
vig the Shepherds and feattering the Flocks, 
and then reviling them as Schiſmaticks, and 
all this to uphold a worldly Kingdom of 
their own, and keep up their Pride, Do- 
ninition arld; ſelf-will; and to: have Riches 
for' provibon, fot flethly Luſtz ; L ſay to do 
all tliis as in the Name of Chrift,. with a- fic 
areit: Domini, and: as for the. Church and 
Fruth,- and'Souls, is:4 meſt-heynous-apgra- 
vation. 


- $ Indeed while apvor blind Clergy man 
as his Trade, for applauſe and gain, doth 
$f Stu- 
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Stud yand:;Predth that! Word of God which 
i55againitthion! how, dreadful.is.itto think, 
how allabat'hedoth and faithiisſelf-condem- 
-natibn',. and: that: out of his own mouth he 
muft-be; judged,and thatall-the woes which 
ke: pronouhceth againſt Hyppcrites, and:im- 
penitont carnal worldly menyttis ownTongue 
Pronouncethithem againſt himſelf. 


 &-r2: And when Satan leaks once got 
ſuch -Inftruments, how great. au advantage 
hath he for the: ſucceſs againſt themſelves, 
agam{. the: Flock, and againſt the Church 
and Canſe-of Chriſt, above what he might 
—_ by other. Servants. 

They. are farre hardlier beooghs to 
Regaiitance than others. - 

(7.) Becauſe they have by Wit and Stu- 
dy, bended that Doftrine to defend their 
fn, which ſhould be uſed to bring them to 
Repentance. 

(z.) And becauſe their aggravated fin 
againſt Light, doth moſt forfeit that help of 
Grace which ſhould work Repentance in 
them. 

(3:) And becauſe being taken for Wiſe 
Learned men, .and Preachers of Truth, and 
Teachers of others,and reprovers of Errors, 
their Repuration is much concerned in it, 
and their unhumblcd Souls, which look all 

KR 2 others 
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others ſhould Aﬀent and Conſent to their 
reſcripts, will hardly be brought to con- 
Fee ſin and Errour ; but will: ſ6oner (as 
Papiſts)) plead: infallibility, or conclude as 
ſome Councils have done that a Lay man muſt 
not accuſe a Clergy man, be he never ſo 
bad. Repentance is hard to all men of car- 
nal intereſt, but to few more than to an un- 
humbled Clergy man. | 

And 2, Whoever accuſeth or reproveth 
themof fin, will be repreſented as an Enemy 
to the Church,& a diſhonourer of his Ghoſt- 
ly Fathers, and one that openeth their na- 
kedneſs which he ſhould Cover :- and fo 
their Ulcers are as a oli me tangere z and 
fret asa Gangreen unremedied. ' 

3. And their Place, Office, Titles, 
and Learning with many will give {in Repu- 
tation and Advantage. If a Drunkard-in the 
Althouſe deride Godly men, as Hereticks, 
Schiſmaticks, Hypocrites, or Puritanes, So- 
ber men will not much regard it : But they 
think they owe more belief and reverence, 
toa Learned Reverend Preacher in the Pul- 
pit, even when he preacheth againſt preach- 
ing, and againſt thoſe that praQtiſe what he 
teacheth them at other times. O how much 
of his work hath Satan done in the World 
by corrupting Sacred Offices, and by pet- 
ting HIS SERV ANTS INTO RULE and 
M Ie 
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MINISTRY,TO DO HIS WORK AS FOR 
CHRIST, and his Church, and by his au- 
thority and jn his name. Our natural en- 
mity with the Serpent difſwadeth him from 
ſpeaking or ſending to us in his own name. 
Should one ſay in the Pulpit [Thus ſaith the 
Devil, hate Chriſts ſervants; ſilence his Ms-. 
niſters, call ſerious Godlinef. Hypocriſie,] 
(which is the” contrary to Hypocrifie) 1 
ſhould not much fear his ſucceſs with any: 
but if he be a lying Spirit in the mouth of 
Ahabs Prophets, and can get a Prophet to 
ſmiteMfichazah for pretending to more of the 
Spirit than he had ; or if he can get men in 
the Sacred Office to ſay (Thus faith tife 
Lord) when they ſpeak for fin or againſt the 
Lord, this is the Devils proſperous way: 

F. 13. 11. I have told you what Plagues 
bad Clergy men will be, and till have been 
to themſelves; to the ſouls of men, and to 
the publick State of Churches and King- 
doms; and were it not leſt my Writing 
ſhould be too large, I ſhould tell you what 
Bleſſings on the contrary Able and Faithful 
Miniſters are. 

Briefly 1. Chriſt maketh them the cheif 
inſtruments for the propagating of his Truth 
and Kingdom in the World, for the gathe- 
ring of Churches, and preſerving and de- 
fending contradigted Truth. They are the 
| ©: he (5m, Lights 
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inſtruments of bailding up the houſe of God, 
and propagating the Goſpel and the 'King- 
dom of Chriſt, and the Chriſtian Faith and 
Godlinefs in'the World. _ | 

2. And thus Gad uſcth them as his ſpe- 
cial inftruments/ for the Convincing, Con- 
verting, Edifying, Comforting and Saving 


. of Souls. - Others may be bleft herein : 


But the iſpcaal blefing goeth along with 
thoſt thatare ſpecially obliged to the work ; 
which i5:Parents in Fawilies, and Paſtors in 
theCburch. © how many thouſand Souls in 
Heaven, wall for ever rezoyce 1n the ciktas 
of the Labours of Faithful Minifters, and 
bleſs God for them. And what an bonour, 
what a comfort is it to have a band in ſuch a 
work. ' He that Conmerteth a ſimmer from the 
Erranr of bis, way, doth ſave.a Saul from death 
and cover 4 mu titude of ſins, Jam. laſt. 

3. And in this they are. Co-workers with 
Jeſus Chriftthe great Swiour of Souls, and 


. with the: Holy Spirit, the Regencrator and 


San&iGer. .- Yea 'Chrift dach very much of 
the work of his Salvation by them, when 
he afeended on bigh he gave gifts 30 men, for 
the eaafying of his body, tall they come to @ 
perfef# man; Eph. 4.6 to 16. and whentve 
Chief Shephard ſhail appears, they jogll receive 
a Cramu of Glorythat fadeth not away, 1 Pet. 
5. 4. and ſhall hear well done gaod and faith- 

R 4 ful 
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ful Servant. Henee are the Streams of Conſo- 
fation, that make glad the City of God, and 
daily refreſh many thouſand precious Souls. 
For how ſhall men believe without a Prea- 
cher, and how ſhall they. Preach unleſs they 
be ſent (qualified, obliged and authorized 
by Chriſt) Roz. 10. 

4+ Ina word Churches, States and Chri- 
ſtian Kingdoms are chiefly bleſt and preſerv- 
ed by the Labour of the faithful part of the 
Miniſtry : For (1) If we have the rare bleſ- 
{ing of a wiſe and holy and lovingMagiſtracy, 
it is uſually by the ſucceſs of the hhoun of 
the Miniſtry. (2) And there is-no better 
means to bring the Subjeds to the Conſcio- 
mable performance of their Duty to Superi- 
ours. . (3) And by the bleſſing of their La- 
bour the ſias of a Nation are prevented or 
healed, which would elſe bring down Gods 
heavy Judgments. (4) They teach people 
tolive in Love and Peace with one another, 
and ro abhor Contention, Cruelty, Op- 
prefſicn, Injury, and Revenge, and all to 
do their ſeveral duties to promote the com- 
mon Good. (5) When the ignorant and 
flothful and ſcandalous ſort of bad Miniſters 
betray Souls and would bring the Miniftry 
and Religion into contempt, it is a wiſe and 
holy Miniſtry that counter-worketh them by 
Jabouring while others are idle, and _ 
tat 
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that wiſely which others do fooliſhly, and 
ſhewing. in their lives'the power of that 
truth which others difprace, and the reality 
of that Holineſs, Love, Juſtice, Peace and 
Concord; -which others would baniſh-out of 
the World, by making it ſeem but a name 
or Image. (6) V Vhen proud men tear the 
Church by the Engines of their domineering 
VVitsand V Vills, theſe humble Paſtors as 
the ſervants of all, will labour to heal it, by 
Chriſtian meekneſs and. condeſcenſion : 
VVhen malignant Prieſts ſeek to ſtrengthen 
themſelves by the multitude of the ungodly; 
and to bring ſerious piety into contempt 
which doth moleſt them, theſe faithful Pa- 
ſtors open the juſt diſgrace of ſin, and the 
great neceſſity and honour of holineſs, en- 
deavonring that vile perſons may be con- 
temned, and thoſe may be honoured that 
fear the Lord, Pſal. 15. 4. and diſtinguiſh- 
ing the precious from the vile, the righte- 


' ous from the wicked, and him that ſweareth 


from him that feareth an Oath, and him that 
ſerveth God from him that ſerveth him not, 
God faith, They are as his month, Jer. 15. 
19. Mal. 3. 17,18. Eccl. 9. 2: 

To be ſhort, as An Ignorant, Worldly, 
Carnal, Proud, Unholy ſort of Prelates and 
Prieſts, are and have been the great Plague 
of the Chutches theſe 1300 years at leaſt, * 

tne 
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the: Skiiful, Holy, Humble, Faithfuly Lit 
borious, Patient Miniſters of Chriſty”. haue 
been 4nd full Arey the ,great bleſſugs of the 
Werld:; for ſaying Souls, promoting Knows 


ledge, Faith, Holineſs, . Love and Peace, 


oppoling-Errour,Pride,Qppreſſigg, V Vorld- 
linefs, Senſyality and Confentiqn : diverting 
Gods Judgments by Faith and Prayes ; for- 
ſaking alt for Chriſt, and patienzly ſuffering 


For well-doing and by Dottrinc-and 'Exant- 


ple teaching men #9 difference the Creator 
fromthe Creature, Holineſs from Sin, Hea- 
ven from Egaith, Soul from the Body, the 
Spirit from the Flefh, and helping men to 
premiare by g mortified heavenly heart and 
life; (for s comfortable death ':and- endicſs 
haeppiets; [Of ſuch vaſt importance. is it to 
tne world whether the Clergy be' good or 
bag»! sal] or unykifful, holy or worldly ; 
and he snpt atrue Chriſtian that'is inſenſ 
ble' of the difieence, or thinks it (mall. 
And now: do 1 heed to fay any more, to 
ihew youg men deſigned for the. Nlingſtry 
.of what importance it is that they be well 
prepared and quehifed for it : God can.and 
ſometime dath turn V Valyes into faithful 
Shepherds, and convert thoſe, thatbeing un- 
convened, undertake the work that ſhould 
£onvert others, and give wiſdom and grace 
4p ignorant and graccleſs Preachers of wil- 


dom 
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dom, and. grace. 'But this is not-ordinarily 
to be.gxpeded. Bytias youth-is trained up 

and, diſpofed, they commonly prove when 
they come to age : Their fixſt notions lie 

decent, end make way for theirljke.; and 
reſi, all that is contzary be it never fo true 
and, hood and neceffary - Experience tells 
this-zo-all the world : ,Thoſe that'in youth 
are trained in Heatheniſim , Mahometaniſm, 

-Popery,;: or any diſtinct ſect of Chriſtians, 

thay, commonly ;continue ſuch eſpecially if 

they live among thoſe who are fort, .and {o 

.mokeitthejrdmereſtin reputation or wealth. 
And if, che, Rulers and Times ſhould, be but 

'Erxqueous,. Heretical or Malignant, -at. en- 
mify- to- Truth and ferious holincſs,. alas, 

Agphards js. it, for ill-tayght youth, to xefiſt 

the, Stream ! How hard is it to unteach them 

the Errours which they firſt learnt !..A Vo- 
;mix may.caſily, bring up that which yas but 
lately eaten, -but the yellow and; the green 
humors.thar lie deep,maſt coſt heartsgripes, 
befare1they. will -be.caft up. Falſe -Opini- 
nga wellas Truths are uſually linkt:toge- 
ther}; -and the chain is-ncither caſity caſt off 
nar - broken. And they that havezeceived 
Errours., have..received -[their....defenfa- 
tives: 3. Theſe are: like the .Shell-Aiſh' that 
carty!their-houſe-about thew. \Theyjhaxe 
Rudicd what to ſay for /itz bur not what wh 
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be ſaid againſt it : or which is worſe, by a 
Night and falſe conſtderation' of 'the-argu- 
ments for Truth they have diſabled them 
from doing them any good. | 

- And if they had never ſo true Notions in 
their Memories, if they come not in power 
on their hearts, 'and make them not new, 
ſpiritual; holy men; theſe will not maſter 
fleſhly Luſts, nor overcome ambitions and 


- wotldly Inclinations, - nor make men. fit to 


propagate that Faith and Holineſs- which 
they never had. © 
And it is now that you muſt get thoſe emi- 


_ nent qualifications of Knowledge and Holi- 


zeſs which you muſt after uſe. And how 
will you'uſe, that which you have not ? 

And yet proud hearts, how empty'ſoe- 
ver, will be deſirous of eſteem and reputati- 
on, and will hardly bear vilifying, contempt 
or diſregard. When as though ſome few 
prudent hearers will encourage ſuch young 
men as they think are hopeful, yet mo 
will judge of things ane perſons as they find 
them; The ignorant, dry and lifeleſs Ora- 
tions of unexperienced, carnal Preachers, 
will not be nn by ſuch as know what 
Tudgment and holy Serzouſneſs that place and 
ſacred work require. Few will much praiſe 
or feed on unſavoury or inſfippid Food , 
mcerly to flatter and plcaſe the Cook. p 
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And then when you find that you are ſlight- 
ed for your ſlight and unskilful work, your 
ſtomachs will riſe againſt thoſe that ſlight 

ou, and ſo'by ſelfiſhneſs you will turn ma- 
ignant, and become Enemies to thoſe that 
you take for Enemies to you, becauſe they 
are not contented with your unholy trifling : 
And all your enmity will turn againſt your 
ſelf, and be like Satans againſt the members 
of Chrifts which is but his own ſelf-tor- 
menting, 

&. 15. 11. The Caſe being © important I 
ſhall briefly conjoyn your Danger and your 
Remedy, beſeeching you as you have any 
care for your Souls, your Country, or the 
Church of God, or any thing which Faith or 
reaſon ſhould regard, that you will ſoberly 
weigh the Counſel that I give you. 

I. The firſt of your dangers which I 
ſhall mention lieth in a roo haſty reſolving for 
the Sacred Minifiry. Pious and prudent 
defiresand purpoſes I would not diſcourage : 
But two ſorts of Parents in this prove great- 
ly injurious to the Church : Firſt, Worldly 
men, that ſet their Sons to the Univerſities 
inorder to their worldly Maintenance and 
Preferment, looking at the Miniſtry meer- 
ly as a Profeſſion or Trade to live by ; Se- 
condly, and many honeſt, godly Parents 


ignorantly think it a good work to delign 
their 
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ther Children to the Miniftry, ' anddall it'a 
devoting them toGod, without due confider» 
ins whether they are like tobe fic for. it or 
not, And when they, have' bin: ſome years 
at the Univerſity, they think 'a:Parſonage 
or Vicarage is their due; Ordained: they 
muſt be ; what havetliey 'elſe ſtudied for : 
Its too late now :to change their purpoſes, 
when they have been at ſeven years:coſt, and 
labour, to prepare for the Miniſtry :., They 
aretoo old and too proud to go Apprentices 
or Servants. Husbandmen they cannot/be. 
They are uſed to an idlerkind of Life; i Fd 
be Lawyers will coſt them more tire and 
ſtudy than they can now afford having: loſt 
ſo much - and there are morealready than 
can have pradtice. Phyſicians are already ſo 
many thatthe younger ſort know not how to 
live, though they would for money venture 
on their Neighbours lives to their greater 
danger thanlam willing to expreſs: - So that 
there is no way left but for a Benefice to 
become Church Mountebanks and Quacks, 
and undertake the Paſtoral care: of Souls : 
before they well-know what Souls arc, or' 
what they are madefor, or whither they are 
Foing,' or how they: muſt be conducted and 
prepared- for their endleſs ſtate, And it 
ſeems to ſome,the glory of a Nation,to have 
many thouſand ſuch Lads at the Univerſities 
more 
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mare thanithere' be” Cures or Chirches: 

the Land; all expe&ing that their Friends 

ſhould*procure them Benefices. 'And-they 

muft;be very ignorant and bad indeed that 

cannot: find ſome Minifters ſo bad agto.cer= 

tifie that they are ſober and of $00d. lives, 

and fome” Patrons'ſo bad as to like ſuch as 
they, and for favour or ſomewhat worſe to 

preſent them ; and- ſome Biſhops Chaplain 

bad cneugh to be favourable in examining 

them; and then ſome Bifhop'bad enoaph to 
ordain and inſtitute them. And by that 
time nine Thouſand ſuch youths have got 
Benefices, alas, what a caſe will the Chur- 

ches and'the poor peoples Souls be in, 

- $16. 1. And what remedy is there for 
this ? That which | have now to propoſe js, 
firſt to tell you, who they be, that (honld be 
devoted to the MiniStry, and next what both 
Parents and you ſhould do. 

1. The work is ſo high, and requireth 
ſuch qualifications , and miſcarrying in it 
is of fuch dreadful conſequence,that no yourh 
ſhould be reſolvedly devoted to the Mini- 
ſtry, that hath not all theſe following en- 
dowments ? 

- (1.)He muſt have a good natural Wir and 
Capacity.; it ſhould be ſomewhat above the 
ordinary degree; but it muſt needs be of 
the better rank of ordinary wits, for Grace 
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fuppoſeth nature 3 and» by- ſanQifying. if 
x the right way ; but Mr to 
make wiſe Teachers of natural drones or 
weak headed lads, that have not wit enough 
to Learn. How many-and how greatthings 
have they to learn and teach. | 

(2.) They muſt have ſome competent 
readineſs of ſpeech, to utter the knowledge 
they have got. One that cannot readily 
ſpeak his mind in common things , is not 
like to come to that ready utterance which 
will be neceſſary to a Preacher. | 

(3.) He muſt be one that is ſofar hopeful 
for Godlineſs. | 

1. Asto be captivated by no groſs ſin, 

2. To have alovenot only to Learn- 
ing, but to Religion, to the Word of God, 
and good Company, and Prayer, and good 
Books; and a ſetled diſlike of the things, 
words and perſons that are againſt theſe. 

(3.) And he muſt ſhew ſome ſence of the 
concerns or his ſoul, and regard of the Life 
to come, and that his Conſcience is under 
ſome effeftual convictions of the'evil of fin, 
and the goodneſs and neceſſity of a godly 
Life. The youth that hathnot theſe three 
qualifications, ſhould not be intended or de- 
voted to the Miniſtry. To devote an un- 


capable perſon, an ungodly perſon, to ſuch 


a holy tate and work is worſe than of old 
F to 
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to lave offered God-the'tuncdleart which he 
abhorred for-a ſacrifice. : And: to defign 2 
gracelefs :Lad- for the Miniſtry on pretence 
of hoping: thathe may have Grace hereafter 
is a/prefumptious-profanation jj andoworſe 
than to defign'sCowatd: to be'a Soldier, 
wickediunſuitable perfoh to be a Husband 
or Wife, in:hope-they may :be'fitthere- 
after: 2d - 21-8 TOY ? 
-& 19- I. Thereforsvif your \\Paretitg 
have beer ſo. unwiſe asto'; devote: that-t6 
God which was unfit ſor his acceptance," it 
roncerheth you quickly: to look better to 
your ſelves, and notto-rug'into'theconſums 
ng fire, ': You. ſhould: be conſcious of: your 
own condition; If you may know that you 
want. --: (2 edi | O77. .4- 

1.” A competency of natural capacity and 
ingenuity. . 2 561: | Par)” 

2. Or of ready ſpeech: : q 

3. Orof (crious piety, love to godlineſs, 
and heart devotedneſs to God, do not med- 
dle with that calling which requireth all 
theſe. --\ 
+ $.. 28:. Obj, But (you. may fay) What 
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ſhall we do, we have gone ſo farre that we 


are fit for nothing elſe. 

Anſw. You are leſs fit for the: Miniſtry 
than for any thing. That which requireth 
the higheſt adudons will moſt thame 

| . bi you 
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v@u'and condemn you. if you want them. 
K you are not fit for Phyſick or Jaw, be 
ſome great mans. Scrvant;! if not that, its 
better that you turn! to the baſeſt- Trade or 
laberjons imployment, -than-to run intothe 
fad cafe of Hoplmi, and. Phinebas, or Ne- 
dab and Abibu! toi the aitter undoing of 
yourſelves and the lofs and danger of many 
others. = A unfitneſs be not in 
your diſability but, your nngodlinef, whe- 
ther you be Minifters ot \not, you will be 
for ever miſerable anlsſ you conſider well 
the great things that; ſhould change your 
Hearts and Lives,' and-turn-unfeignedly to 
God :* and when: that:js done, 1 am no dif- 
courager of you, - But believe, it it is farre 
better to be a Cobler, or Chimney ſweeper, 
or to-beg your ;bread,, than 'to be an-»»godly 
Clergy man, with the greateſt preferments, 
riches and applauſe. 


8. 19. Oby. But { Þ; ents may. Jay) If 
we devote none to the, Miniitry till Godlinef 
appear '4n them, how few will be ſo devoted, 
Children ſeldom ſhew much ſavour of Religion, 
and ſome that ſeem young Saints prove ald De- 
vils. 

Anſw. 1. At the preſent we have ſo ma- 
ny ſupernumeraries, that we need not fear 
a want of number. 

2, Children cannot be expected to ſhew 
. oh that 
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that anderfanding in Religion which men 
muſt have. '''But' if they ſhew nota Loveto 
it, and/a'Conſcience regardful of Gods au- 
thority ahd the Life to come, and a diſlike 
of ungodlineſs and fin, you have no reafon 
to-preſume that they. will be fit for the Mini- 
ſtry. I they had neverbeenbaptized, you 
ought not to baptize thei. in ſuch aſtate. 
They muft! credibly profeſs Faith andiRp- 
pentarice before they can-be adult Chriſtians, 
and ſo dedicated to God in baptiſm; mich 
more before they arededicated to him'asthe 
Guides of the Chriſtian Churches; | 

3. And'you can judge but according to 
probabilities, if they prove bad after a-pro- 
bable profeſſion, it will not be charged up- 


on you; but we all know that a hopeful 
youth is a' great preparation to an honeſt 
age. 37% 
F. 20. II. My next adviſe to you is;- ab- 
horre ſloth and idlenef, when you are at 
Countrey Schools, your Maſters drive you 
on by fear, but when you are in the Univer - 
ſities and at riper age, you are more truſted 
with your ſelves: and then all the diligence 
which fear conſtrained, will be leftoff, and 
if you be not carryed on with conſtant plea- 
ſure and love of knowledge, the fleſh will 
preferre its- eaſe, and unwillingneſs, and 
wearinefs will go ſo ſlow a pace, as will 
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bring you to no high degree of. Wiſdom, 
And. when you have ſpent your .appointed 
time, and- are; void -of that,” which. you 
ſhould have attained , your emptineſs and 
- -gnorance wilt preſently appear,. when you 

are. called gut tothe uſe of, that knowledge 
-Which you have not,  Andit is not your Ca- 


nonical Habit, .nor ſeven or ſeventeen years 


ſpent in the Univerſity', nor. the Title 'of 
Maſter of Arts, Batchelor of. Divinity, or 
DoQor, no nor Biſhop, that-will paſs with 
-menzin their right wits,inſtead of Knowledge, 
Diligence, Humility, Patiencey and. Charity ; 
Nor -that.without theſe; will do.the work to 
which you are devoted.': And then when 
you. find that other men (diſcern that weak- 
'neſs -and badneſs, 'which--you. arc loth to 
-know your ſelves, it will be like to exaſpe- 
rate you into diabolical malignity. Beleive 
it, the high and needful accompliſhments of a 
true Divine, are not ecafily or. ſpeedily at- 
tained. 

8. 21. III. My next watning is, Fear 
and fly from ſenſuality, and Flzſhly luſts, and 
all the baits and Temptations, that may endan- 
.ger you therem. 

Sence and Appetite is born with us, and 
It is #20raznate 1n our corrupted nature, and 
the reaſon and will, that ſhould reſiſt and rule 
it, are weakened and depraved ; labovring 
. poor 
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poor Countrey men are not in ſuch danger 
in thisas you are: your bodies are not tired 
and tamed with labours. 'nor your thoughts. 
taken up with Wants and_ Cares. . While 
your bodies are at eaſe, and your Studies 
are Arbitrary, fleſhly luſt and appetite hath 
time and room to ſollicite your phantalies, 
and incline you to. interrupt your 'Studies, 
and think of the matters of ſenſual delight, 
either with what to pleaſe your Appetite 
in eating, or of . ſtrong drinks or wine that 
alſo exhilarates, or of ſome needleſs or hurt- 
ful paſtime called Recreation, Cards, Dice, 
Gaming, &c. or to think. of Women and 
filthy Luſts, or to read Romances, Play- 
Books or other corruptins vanities: More 
idle Scholars . far , are ſtrongly haunted 
with. Temptations to ſelf-pollution , and 
other filthy luſts, than the poor and afflict- 
cd ſort of men. 

And if theſe ſhould prevail, alas! you 
are undone, they will offend God, expell 
his Grace, cither wound or ſeare your Con- 
ſciences, deftroy all ſpiritual affe&tions: and 
delights, turn down your hearts from Hea-: 
ven and Holineſs, to filth and foily:; -and 
Beaſts will be unft for the pleaſures orthe 
work of Saints. | 5101 

'S. 22. Away thereſore from idlcnels, 
pamper not. the Fleſh with fulneſs or de-1 
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lights 3 abhortc all time waſting,  riecdleſs 
Recreations; way from the baits of fleſhly 
' Inſt; be no more- indifferent herein and un- 
reſolved, than yob would be about drinking 
popfor, or leaping into a Coakpit, or will- 
ly going among Murderers or Theives. 
Preſume not or your own'ſtrength : he is 
" ſafeſt that is furtheſt from the danger. Gun- 

potyder rhuſt not Rand near the fire. 
S. 23. IV. Be ſure -to make. 4 prudent 
choice of your Companions, eSpecially of your 

om Friends. 

tis ſuppoſed that a man /overh the Compa - 
ny which he chooſeth, (though not which he 
conſtrainedly is caſt upon.) And love and fa- 
miiarity will give them great advantage over 
you. If they be wiſe they will teach you wif: 
dem,ifthey be Holy & Spiritual;they will be 
drawing you towards God, and ſetling you 
inthe reſolved hatred of ſin, and love of Ho- 
linefs. | But if they be Worldly and Ambiti- 
ous," they will-be filling your heads with am- 
bitious worldly projets; and if they be un- 
dodly Hypocrites that have. but the dead 
1mage and natne of Chriſtians, they will be 
oppoſing or deriding ſerious Godlineſs, and 
pleading: for the carkaſs and: formalities of 
piety as better than ſcrious ſpiritual devo- 
tion : and if they be hardned malignants, 
they will be trying to make you ſuch as they 
by lies, revilings or plauſible cavils, againſt 
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the things :and perſons that are fpiritually 
contrary tothgir ficthly minds and intereſts, 
And while you hear not what can be faid on 
che other fide, it will' pofſels your minds (if 
God preſerve you not) with falſe 
of: Gods Servants,..and with ſcorn ar con- 
tempt of ſuch as you hear-deſcribed falſly g 
as Papiſts think of Proteſtants as Hereticks, 
you wilt take ferious Godlinefs, for Fang- 
tical felf-conceity and think of the bet Chri. 
ſtians as you do of: Quakers or others, that 
are mad-with fear or pride. 

Wife and Religious Companions and bo- 
ſom Friends are an unſpeakable bleſſing, 
but the mercifut Providence of God dot 
uſually .chooſe them for us, yet ſo as that 
uſually we muſt alſo be faithſul choofers for 
our ſelves. Ill company is a dangerous 
ſnare, and God often tryeth us by caſting 
us where ſuch are, but if we chooſe it not, 
and love it not, God will provide us of an 
antidote, and we may converſe with him 
even in the preſence of the ungodly, and he 
will teach us by the experience of their folly, 
and ſin, to diſlike it more than if we had ne- 
ver ſcen it. 

F. 24. V. Eſpecially be moſt careful in the 
Eheice of your Tutors and Inſtr attors. | 

Though it be firſt your Parents part to 
chooſe them for you,: it is yours tod3 your 
"166 OI agg el 
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beſt herein, to: ſave: your ſelves if yorlr Pa 
retits>by "ignorance +/or tmalignity; do-1mil- 
chooſt.: And the Ralers that all-w'rjiot men 
to, chooſe their own; Paſtors, yet: hitherto 
allow: the ' Parents ar::the Sons to. Flivoſe 
their -own Tutors ;.:.and Domtftick | In» 
ArfifFors:c cf! -þ 160d oy 27 2) o thu 
But this: is the grand Hanger ' and; miſe- 
ry. of mankind, hat «the; ignorant; :know 


not what Teachers; to; chooſe : :-: Yea ' the - 


More they need the help, of the beſt, the 
leſs they know who'thoſe are. ;' but'ile tell 
you are far as you are. capable of - diſcern- 
ng; 2 DR944'1 fi 
-4 Uſually the common. report of: men 
that are ſober and- impartial] conumendeth 
worthy :men above others, for Knowledge 
and Goodneſs is like Light, 'a ſelf diſcove- 
ring thing. - > hw 
2. Chooſe not a Teacher that preferreth 
humane *'Wiſdom before Divine , but one 
chat maketh it his buſmneſs to expound the 
Scripture, and teach you what is the Wall 
of God, and how to pleaſe him and to be 
ſaved.” . | 
3. Chooſe not one that is of a worldly 
and ambitions mind ;-and will teach you 
that which moſt conduceth to get prefer- 
ment and: worldly 'wealth., and not that 
which beſt helpeth.yau to H-aven. 
$7 DR 4, Chooſe 
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' 4+ Chooſe. not one that-is Faftoi. and 
wncbarttable , violent for a Party , cither 
becauſe it is uppermoſt, or becauſe it ſtand». 
eth for ſome odd opinion or cauſcleſs fingula- 
rity ; but one that is of a Chriſtian Catho-. 
lick charity, and loveth a godly man as ſuchz- 
even.as.himſelf, and.is for wronging none. 
but doing good to all, and maintaining Uni- 
ty.and Peace. | . 

$5: 25- VI, Watch with great fear againſt 
Reade, Ambition and Worldly ends, tn your 
own hearts and lives. 

1 [The roots of theſe mortal ſins, are born 
inus, and lie very deep. And they not on- 
iy ve, but damnably reig2 where they are 
little diſcerned, bewailed or ſuſpected ; but 
woe to him that is conquered by them, Ye 
cannot ſerve God and Mammon. The love 
of the Warld is enmity to Gad, if any man 
love the world, the love of the Father is 
not in-him, Paul ſpake weeping of ſuch 
wheſe God was their Belly,who glaried in their 
ſhame, who minded earthly things ,. being 
Enemies to. the croſs of Chriſt, when theit 
Converſation ſhou!d have been in Heaven, 
Phil. 3; 18, 19, 20. A ſurprize in paſhon 
even of an uply fin, is leſs dangerous than 
ſuch an_ habit of worldlincſs and pride. 
And alas how many. that have cſcaped the 
Temptations of {9th and (enſcality, _ 

cen 
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been flattered and overcomeby this. Thoſe 
that have had better wits than others, and 
ge more Learning, have thought now that 
preferment is their due. - And if they fall 
metimes (which have not been rare) when 
the malignity of Church or State Govern- 
ours,it hath made it the way to preferment 
to declaim againſt ſome Truth, or themoſt 
Religious men, that are againſt a carnal fig- 
ful intereſt, and to revile Gods beſt Ser- 


vants, and cry up ſome notion or errour of 


their own, and magnifie the worſt that pro- 
mote their worldly ends and hopes, alas ! 


how doth this ſtream uſually carry down: 


the pregnanteſt wits into the Gulf of perdi- 
tion: 
Yea ſome that ſeemed very humble and 
mortified when they had no great Tempta- 
tion ; when wealth and honour have been 
ſet before them, have loſt vertue and wit 
before they were well aware. And world- 


ly intereſt hath ſecretly bribed and byaſſed 


their underſtandings, to take the greateſt 
Truth for Errour, Duty for Sin, and Er- 
rour for Truth, and Sin for Duty, and they 
have talkt, and preacht, and wrote for it, 
and. ſeem to believe that indeed they are in 
the right ; and cannot diſcern that they are 
perverted by jntereſt, when an impartial 
ſtander by, may ealily ſee the byaſs, by the 
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eent of their courſe. Ardif yoube fervants 
of" the fleſh and the world, woe to you 
when your Mafters turn you off, and you 
muſt - receive your wages. | 

- $i-26. VII. Above all therefore chooſe 
like real Chriſtians, and take God and Hea- 
ven for your hope, your all. 

If you do not ſo you are not Chriftians in- 
deed, fior ftand to' your baptiſmal Cove- 
nant - and if you be here fixed by the Grace 
of God, and your fober conſideration and 
belief, you will then know what to chooſe 
and do. It will teach you to referre all 
worldly things to ſpiritual and heavenly 
ends and uſes; and to count all things loſs 
and dung for Chriſt, and to chooſe the one 
thing needful, which ſhall never be taken 
from you z even that which will guide you 
in juſt and ſafe ways,and ſave you from the 
greateſt evil, and give your minds continual 
peace, even that which paſſethnnderſtand- 
ing, and will be beſt at laſt, when finners 
are forſaken. 


S$. 27. VII. My next Counſcl therefore 
is for the order of your Studies ;3 Begin then 
with your Catechiſm and prattica! Divinity,to 
ſettle your own Souls in a ſafe condition for 
Life or Death.” And deal not fo fooliſhly 
as fo waſt miny years in infer:or Arts and 
2 SCienceys 
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Sciences,” before 'you. have Studied how to 
pleaſe God and to be ſaved, | unfeignedly 
thank God that by. ſickneſs and his Grace, 
he called me early to learn how to Die, and 
therefore to Learn what I muſt be and how 
to live, .and thereby drew me to Study the 
Sacred Scriptures, and. abundance of pfadti- 
cal ſpiritual Engliſh Books, till I had ſome- 
what ſetled the reſolution, and the peace of 
my own Soul, before I had gone farre in 
humane Learning : and then | found more 
leiſur e and more capacity to take in ſubſer- 
vient knowledge in its proper time and 
place. And indeed I had loſt moſt of my 
Studies of Philoſophy and difficult contro- 
verſies in Theology ; if I had faln on them 
too young, before | came to due capacity, 
and ſo had been prepoſlefled with crude or 
unſound notions, for they had keyt out that 
which required a riper judgment to recieve 
it. Such Books as 1 before commended to 
the Apprentices contam the Eſſentials of 
Religion, plainly, affectionately, and pra- 
Eticaily delivered, in a manner tending to 
deep impreſſion, renovation of the Soul and 
ſpiritual experience , without which you 
will be but lize ſo.inding braſs or a tinkling 
Cymbal. The Arr of Theology without 
the POWER, conſiſting in Holy Life, and 
Light, and Love, is the maks of the Hy- 
pocrite. | Yet 
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Yet before you come to lay exatt Syſeris 
of Theology in due 4Hethod in your minds, 
much help of ſubſervient Arts and Sciences 
is teceffary.. How ever a Council of ancient 
Biſhops once forbad - the Reading of the 
Gentiles Books. | 


"nt 

'..28. 1X. And: here next I adviſe you, 
Throughly to Study the Evidences and nature 
of the Chriſtian Faith, but not to haſten tos 
ſeon over confidently on hard controverſies y 
a if your judgment of them at maturity, muſt 
bave no change ; but ſtill ſuppoſe that greater 
light by longer Study may cauſe in you much 
diff erent thoughts of ſuch difficulties. | 


S. 29. Laſtly, I adviſe you, that you be- 
gin not the exerciſe of your Miniſtry too boldly, 
in publick, great or JuUAICHONs Auditories. 
Over much confidence figniftieth Pride and 
Ignorance of your itapertection, and of the 

reatneſs of the work, andthe dreadfulneſs 
of the moſt Holy Majcity. Bur (if youcan) 
at firſt ſertle a competent time in the houſe with 
ome ancient experienced Paſtor, that hath 
ſome ſmall Country Chappel, that needs your 
help. And 

1, There you may Learn as well as Teach, 
and learn by his practice that which you mult 
prattice, which ina great houſe asa Chap- 
lain 
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{ain you will hardly do, but muſt caſt your 
ſelf into a farre different mould. Ik 0 

2. By Preaching ſome years to a ſmall 
ighorant people where you fear not critical 
judgments, you will get boldneſs of ſpeech, 
and freedom of utterance, without that ſer- 
vile Study of words, and learning your 
written notes without Book , which-will be 


- tireſome, time-waſting and y nw. And . 


when freedom and uſe hath brought you 
to a habit of ready ſpeaking of the great and 
neceſſary things, and acquaintance with ig- 
norant Countrey people hath taught you to 
underftand their caſe, you-will have a bet- 
ter preparation for more publick places 
(when you are clearly called to them) than 
you were ever like to get either in Univerſi- 
ties, among Schollars , or in great mens 
Houſes. 

Compaſſion to the Church that is plagued 
with bad Miniſters, and by the weak under- 
go exceeding great loſs, and the ſence of 
the grand importance of the Paſtors qualif1- 
cations to the happineſs or miſery of Souls 
and Kingdoms , have drawn mie to ſay 
more to young Students that intend the Mi- 
niſtry than I at firſt intended. And there- 
I the other two ſorts I ſhall be very 
brief. 


One 
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e | - © One. carneſt- warning 'to-you,-and: ell 
young men, 1 adde,. [know that one. pf the 
1 | moſt' common and pernicious maladies of 
| | mankind, ] is an unhumbled- underſtagdings 
, | raſhly confident of its own apprehenſons, 
4 | though falſe , haſty judging and pretidencey 
- | the brat of Ignorance and Pride ; Of a multi- 
, | tudeof perſons differing, how few are not 
| | obſtinately confident that they are in the 
| right; even Lads that are paſt twenty years 
age; O ! dread this Vice, and ſuſped 
your underſtanding:Be humble, take time && 
trie,and hear before you judge : Labour for 
knowledge, but take not on you to be ſure 
where you-are not, but doubt and tric till 
you are ſure. 
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CHAP. X. 
Counſel to Young Students wn Phyſtck. 


Uppoling what is ſaid to others, which 
equally concerneth you, 1 briefly add. 
I. Make not the getting. of Money, and 
= your 
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- your- own worldly proſperity,  ſo-much of 
you end as the doing| good in the world; 

y the preſervation of mens health and lives, 
and the pleaſing of God thereby. Selfiſh 
low-ends ſhew # ſelfiſh mind, thar'liveth not 
to God'or publick good. DL QUO! 

H: Undertake nos the praftice of Phyſick 
without all theſe qualifications. 

1.' A ſpecial fagacity, or natural ſearch- 
ing conjecturing judgment, For almoſt all 
your work [yeth in the dark, and'is manage- 
ed by Conjecture. 2 of | 

2.” Much Reading; eſpecially-of 'Obſer- 
vators, that you may'know' what hath-been 
the experience of all ages, and eminent men 
| before you, (UA 1», 

3. The experience of other mens prac- 
tice : And therefore if poſſible, ſtay ſome 
time firſt in the houſe with ſome eminent 
Prattitioner , whoſe experiences you may 
ſee, and hear his counſel. 

III. Begin with plain and eaſy caſes, and 
meddle only with ſafe and harmleſs reme- 
dies; Andthink not your ſelves Phyſicians 
indeed; till yon havegot conſiderable expe- 
rience your ſelves, there is no ſatisfaftory 
truſting to other mens experiences alone. 

IV: In cafes too'hard for you, ſend your 
Patients to abler, Phyſicians, and prefer not 
yoar repuration or painbefore their lives. 
v0 V. Study 
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; V.'Study fimples throughly , eſpecially 
the molt powerful ; and affect not ſuch com- 
poſitions, as by the mixture of the leſs po- 
werful, do fruſtrate the ingredients, which 
would elfe be more effectual. 

VI. Forget not the Poverty of moſt Pa- 
tients, who have not Money to pay large 
chargeable Bills of the Apothecary, nor give 
large Fees to a Phyſician ; multitudes neg- 
lea Phylick and venture without it, becauſe 
Phyſicians require ſo much, and are ſo much 
fortheir Apothecaries gain, that they have 
it not to pay. 

VII. Take heed of ſelf couceitedneſs and 
raſh confidence, and too haſty judging. 
Moſt of your work is hard ; many things, 
which you think not on, may occaſion your 
miſtake. Canſes and Diſeaſes have marvel- 
lous diverſities. Moſt that are quick judges, 
and ſuddenly confident that all their firſt ap- 
prehenſions are true,do prove but proud ſelf- 
ignorant fools, and kiil more by ignorances 
and temerity , than high-way robbers or 
deligning Murderers do. -And though the 
Grave hide you miitakes, they are known 
to God. 

VIII. Give not too wmch Phyſich, nor 
too often, or without need, nor venture on 
things dangerous ; Mans life is precious, 
and nature is the chicf: Phyſician, which 
M Art 
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Art muſt but help. The Body is tender 
and eafly diſtempered, rather do too little 
than too much. Ofrt tampering uſeth to kill 
at laſt. As he that dayly waſheth a glaſs, 
at laſt breaketh it ; and as Seamen are bold 
becauſe they have oft eſcaped, but many, if 
not moſt,are drown'd at laſt ; and as Soldi- 
ers that have oft eſcaped are bold to venture, 
but kill*d at laſt. Its uſually fo with them 
that oft take Phyſick except from a very 
cautelous skiliful man. Therefore were [ 
a Woman I would not marry a Phyſitian, 
leſt his nearneſs and kindneſs ſhould cauſe 
him to be tampering with me ſo oft, till a 
miſtake did kill me: All your Neighbours 
may miſtake yourDiſeaſe without your hurt, 
but your Phyſitians miſtake may be your 
preſent Death, 

IX. Dire& men firſt as faithful Friends, 
to the things which may prevent the need 
of Phylick. viz. 

1. A temperate and wholeſome Diet, 
avoiding fullneſs and hurtful things. 

2. Sufficient labour to ſuſcitate natural 
heat, keep pure the humors, and expell 
excrements; avoiding Idlencſs. 

3. Keeping warm, and avoiding occaſj- 
ons of Cold, eſpecially cold Drink, cold 
Places, aud cold Cloathing, either when 
they are hot, or in Wiater when nature 
needcth help. 4. Con: 
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4. Contentedneſs and quiectneſs of mind, 
and chearful converſe. 

5- Dire& them to ſuch familiar reme- 
dies at home, in their Drinks and Diet as 
is ſuitable to their diſtempers , for preſer- 
vation, and are ſafe and harmleſs, and put 
them not to a needleſs dependance on your 
frequent help, make not uſe of weak Wo- 
mens fears, to make them miſerable by 
needleſs Medicining, and ſo to make thein 
as Tenants to you, to pay you a conſtant 
Rent to qufet them, | 

X. Give them good Counſel for their 
Souls that need it; flatter therii not with 
falſe hopes of life, wherzit tendeth to hinder 
their preparations for Death. They and you 
are hafting to ſo great a change, as requir- 
eth great and careful forethoughts : Its ſad 
to go out of the World, and not at all to 
know whither, and what will be their next 
habitation ; much more to be in a certain 
ſtate of miſery. Thoſe will. hear a Phyfiti- 
an that will not fend for a Divine, and it 
is not a work unbeſeeming your Profeſhon, 
but ſuch as Chriſtian Faith and Charity be- 
ſpeaks. 
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CHAP. XL. 


- Counſel to T oung Students of the Law in 
London, 


OD hath made much uſe of honeſt 
| Lawyers, as the inſtruments of our 
ſafety, and of the juſt and orderly Govern- 
ment of the Land, | 

1» They are not bred up in meer idle- 
neſs and Luxdry,. as too many are of higher 
Birth, but inſſuch diligent Study as improv- 
eth their underſtandings, and keepeth them 
from that debauchery which Idleneſs and ful- 
neſs cherifh. 4 | 
- -2, And their Studies and Callings make 
ittheir intereſt, as to know. ſo alſo to main- 
tain the Laws; and that is to maintain pro- 
priety, juſt Liberty and Order, and ſo to 
preſerve juſtice and the common peace (ecx- 
cept in Countries that have pernicious Laws) 
Injuſtice in Judges and Lawyers islike He- 
relic, ungodlincfs and perſecution in Paſtors 
of the Church ; clean contrary to their very 
-Calling and Profeſhon ; but more eaſily 
and commonly ſeen and bated, becauſe it is 

vb againſt 
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again(t the well known intereſt of-mankind: 
Shame therefore and common hatted of the 
unjuſt, is here a great reftraittt of evil. | . 

But bad men, for all this;- will do-badly, 
and turn even the Rules of Juſtice to Op® 
preſſion, to ſerve the' Wills and Luſts of 
thoſe that can promote them, that by them 
they may ſerve their own. "Therefore that . 
' Young men, that Study the Law,may prove 
wiſe and honeſt,” is of great importance to 
the common ' good, as well as 'to their 
own. oa; 
I. And here firſt I warn all ſuch to take 
heed of the fins of ſenſuality. Alas ! 'Zon- 
don doth ſo abound with Te mptations, that 
without Grace and wiſe Reſolution-you'are 
unſafe. There are ſo many ſenſual, prond; 
and ungodly young men ready to entice you; 
ſo many Play Houſes, Taverns, and Filthy 
Houſes to entertain you , ''that if you go 
without Grace and Wit, - the Fleſh and the 
Devil, will ſoon precipitate you into the ſla- 
very of bratiſh Fleſh. And then you for- 
feit Gods favour and prote&ion, and he 
may leave you to more fin and miſery, or 
ro grow up tobe the Servants of Oppreſhon, 
the Enemies of Piety, and the Plapnes of 
the Commonwealth, 

Il. Study hard ; for Idleneſs never made 


good Lawyers, nor very uſeful men. | 
: M 2 II, Ab. 


- 
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- MH. Abhorreagdavoid ill Company, eſpe- 
cially of rwo ſorts, 
1, Thoſe, that would entice you to the 
places,and pradiiſeszaforeſaid,of voluptuouſ- 
nets, ,.- | ji to e5icL. TEX 
2. 3. Thoſ that being themſelves deceived 
would decejve.you 4 againſt Religion and 
Your Salvation. Its too well known that 
ſuch per ſons in London arc not raxe, though 
the danger by:them"is not knqwn-enough. 
Zven thoſe that are ſo unchriitian and inhu- 
mane, as to prate againſt the Chriftian Faith, 
the Truth, the Authority or ſufficiency of 
the Sacred Scripture, the Life to come, the 
Souls immortalityy . if not alſo. againſt the 
Government. and Providence of God, will 
et talk as confidently, as if they were in 
their wits, yea'and were the greateſt wits 
among us. For my part [could never yet 
get one 'manipf them ſoberly to zoyn with 
me in a fair diſquiſtion of the.T ruth, and 
follow it on till we came to ſeethe juſt con- 
clufion - Commonly they will fly from me, 
and refuſe diſputes, or turn all to ſome 
rambling rant, or "jeſt, or when they are 
ſtated, be gone and go no farther, and come 
NO MOXe. h 
Young unfurniſhed heads are unfit to diſ- 
pute with-the Devil or any ſuch Meſſengers 
of his. A Peſt hoyſe is not more dange- 
| rous 
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rous to you. But if they have perplexed 
you, defire ſome well ſtudied Miniſter of 
Chriſt, either to meet them, or to reſolv2 

our doubts. And if you will read what1 

ave written on that ſubje&, you may find 
enough to reſolve,if it be juſtly received,viz. 

I. In my Reaſons for the Chriſtian Reli- 

z0n. 
p 2, In my Unreaſonablenes of Infide- 
lity. 

" In my Lefe of Faith. 

4. In More Reaſons for the Chriſtian Re» 
[i910n. 

y avoid alſo the ſnares of thoſe that 
would draw you into #ncharitable Fattions, 
on pretenſe of right Religion, to hate, or 
cenſure, or fly from all that are not juſt of 
their Se& and way; eſpecially the proud 
fation of Church-Tyrants, that on pretence 
of Order .and Picty, would ſct up a lifeleſs 
Image of Formality, and burn, baniſh, > 
lence, or perſecute all that are not for Do- 
mination , and Uſurpation , and Worlgly 
intereſt. 

IV. Let not riſing and riches be the chief 
end of your Studies, but to ſerve God in 
the juſt ſervice of your King and Country, 
to promote juſtice, and do good in the 
W orld. 


M + V. Live 
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* V. Live in the familiarity of the moſt 
uſeful men of your Profeſſion, that is, the |} 
wiſe and the moſt conſcionable ; and chooſe | | 
thoſe Paſtors for your beſt helpers in Re- 
ligion,who keep cloſeſt to Gods word, and 
warp-not after any dangerous ſingularities, 
or worldly preferments , or unpeaceable 
tearing impoſitions on their Brethren ; and 
that live as they Preach in Love , Peace 
and Holineſs, as men that ſet their Hearts 
and Hopes on future Blefſedneſs ; and la- 
bour for the Churches Edification and Con- 
cord, and the ſaving mens Souls. 
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CHAP. XI, | 


Connſel to the Sons of the Nobility and Ma- 
 Fiſtrates, 


{ ii = men of your rank, are furtheſt 
out of the hearing of ſuch as I, and 
uſually the greateſt contemners of our Coun» 
fel,yet will not that excuſe us from due com- 
paſſion to the Land our of Nativity, nor 

: from 


o 
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from Love and Pity to your ſelves,nor from 
any probable Miniſterial attempt to do you 
©00d, E- 
Your dangers are much greater than other 
mens; or elſe Chriſt had never fo often 
| told us, how bard it 1s for Rich men to be 
ſaved; and how few ſuch eſcape the Idola- 
trous damning Love of the World, and 
become ſincere believers and followers of a 
Crucified Saviour , Luke 12, and 16, 
GC. 

I. One part of your great danger is, 
that you are commonly bred up among the 
baits of ſenſuality. Itis not for nothing that 
fulneſs of bread is made one of the fins of 
Sodom, Exzek. 16. 49. and that he that af- 
ter lay inthe flames of Hell is deſcribed, as 
richly cloathed and faring ſumptuouſly every 
day. Not that all rich Cloathes or ſumptuors 
ſeaſonable Feaſting is alin, but that theſe uſe 
both to ſionifie ſenſuality and to cheriſh it. 
Its the ſure brand of the. ungodly, to be 
Lovers of Pleaſure more than of God. They 
that bur ſeldom come where tempting plen- 
ty is, of delicious meats and drinks are too 
often overcome - But they that are bred up, 
where plenty of both theſe is daily before 
them, are in greater danger, leſt their 
Table and their Drink become a ſnare.” 


Feaſt 
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Feaſt not therefore without fear, remem- 
ber that fleſh-pleafing ſenſuality is as damna- 
ble in the rich as in the poor, and that the 
Sreateſt wealth will not allow you to take 
any more for quantity or quality , than 
ſtandeth with T emperance, and truly tend- 
eth to fit you for your duty, your riches are 
given you in truſt as God's Stewards, to 
ſerve your Countrey, and relieve the poor, 
and to promote good uſcs, but not to ſerve 
your fleſhly luſts, nor to be abuſed to ex- 
ceſs or cheriſh ſin. To be ſober and tempe- 
rate is the intereſt of your own Souls and 
Bodies, and under your great "Temptations 
the more laudable. 

1. Another of your dangers is the il ex- 
amples of tro many perſons of your rank: 
Yor are apt to think that their wealth and 
Pomp and Power makes them more imita- 
ble than others, as being more Honourable. 
And if they wallow in drunkenneſs or filthy 
Juſt, or talk prophanely , you may think 
that ſuch fins ace the leſs diſgraceful. 

But can you dream that chey are the leſs 
'Dangerous and Damnable. Wil God fear 
them or ſpare them. Muſt they not die 
and be judged as well as the loweft.  Isit 
not an aggravation of their ſin, that its done 
by men that had the greateſt Mercies, and 
were put in truſt and honour purpoſely to 

ſup- 
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ſuppreſs fin in the World. As their places 
ſignifie more than others, ſo do their fins ; 
and —y ſhall they be puniſhed:Doth 
the quondam Wealth, Honour or Pleaſures 
of a Dives, a Pharaoh, an Ahab, a Herod, 


| a Pilate, a Nero, eaſe a loſt tormented Squl. 


II. Another of your Temptations will 
be Pride, and overvaluing of your ſelves, 
becauſe of wealth and —_ honour. But 
this is ſo fooliſh a ſin and againſt ſuch notori- 
1 ous humbling evidence, that as it is the De- 

vils Image, it is natures ſhame. Is not your 
fleſh as corruptible as a Beggars. Do you 
not think what is within that skin ? And 
how a Leproſie, or the Small Pox, would 
make you look, and how you muſt ſhortly 
leaye all your glory, and your bodies be- 
come unpieaſant ſpectacles? Do you not 
think what it is to lye rotting in aGrave and 
turii to Earth ? And do you not know how 
much more loathſome a thing all the Vice 
and Unholineſs of your Souls is ; And what 
it is to have to do with a Holy God, and 
to be near to judgment and an endleſs 
State. He is mad in fin that ſuck conlidera- 
tions will not humble. 

IV. Another of your dangers is from 
flatterers, that will be pleaſins andpraiſmg 
you, but never tell you of that waichſhould 
bumb.e you and awake yourto the ſence of your 
Ever- 
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Everlaſting concerns. But none here are ſo 
dangerous as a Flattering Clergy, who being 
themſelvs carnal worldlings would ſerve that 
fleſh which is their Maſter, by your Favour 
and Beneficence. Ahab had ſuch Prophets that 
ſaid go and F:oſper ; in whoſe mouths the 


Devil was a lying Spirit. How many fin- | 


cere men have been undone by ſuch. 

Remember then what it is to bea ſinful 
man, and what need you have of vigilant 
Friends and Paſtors, that will deal faithfully 
with you, as if it were on your death Bed : 
And —— ſuch, and abhorre' worldly 
flatterers. Your Souls have need gf- as 
ſtrong Phyſick, and as plain dealing as the 
pooreſt mens, and therefore bear it, and 
thanzfully accept it. 

V. And one of your greateſt dangers here 
will be, that your own fleſhly minds and 
this. worldly ſort of men, eſpecially if of 
the Clergy, will be drawing you to falſe 
contemptuous thoughts of ſerious Godli- 
neſs, and of ſerious godly men. When as 
i you be not ſuch your ſelves you are un- 
done for ever, and all your flatterers, your 
big Names, Wealth and Honour will nei- 
ther ſave you nor eaſe your pains in Hell, 
As ever you believe there is a God, believe 
that you owe him the utmoſt reverence, 


obedience and love, that your faculties can 
| per- 
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perform. And as ever you care what be- 
comes of you for ever, pay him this great 
due, and hate all that would divert you; 
and much more all thoſe diabolical ſuggeſti- 
ons, which would draw you to think that a 
__ thing which muſt be your life and 
all. 
| VI. But above all I beſeech you fear and 
| watch, let you be drawn to efouſe any 
thing 4s your intereſt , which ts againſt the 
intereſt, and command of Chriſt, and againſt 
his Kingdom, or the good of his Church, or 
the Commonwealth. As the Devil firſt undid 
the World, by making deceived Eve be- 
I lieve, that Gods command was againſt her 
intereſt, ſo doth he to this day, but with 
none ſo much as with Nobles and Rich men. 
J God hath commanded you nothing bur 
what is for your own good, nor forbidden 
you any thing but whart is for your own and 
others 'hurt. He needs not you or any 
but you muſt allow him to be God, and 
therefore to be wiſer and better than you,& 
to know better what is beſt & fitteſt for you 
and others : But Satan will ſlander to you 
Gods Laws, Ways and Servants; for heis for 
your enmity and ſeparation from God, and 
therefore would draw you to believe, that 
thathe and his ways are Enemies to you, and 
againſt your pleaſure, honour, domination 
' Com- 
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commodity or eaſe. O how many Princes 
and Great Men have been utterly undone, by 
believing the Fleſh, the Devil and his Mi- 


niſters, that Chriſtianity is againſt their po- | 


wer, honour or other intereſts , and that 
the Scripture is too preciſe, and that Con- 
ſcience,obeying God before them,is againſt 
their power and prerogative, and ſo have 
ſet them as Enemies to keep under Conſci- 
ence and ſerious godlineſs, left obedience to 
their wills be thereby hindred. 

Yea how many alſo ſo dote, as to think 
that the intereſt of Head, Heart, Stomack 
and Members, of Rulers and Subjeds , 
ſtand not in Union, but in contrariety and 
victory againſt each other. - Wo to the Land 
that hath ſuch Rulers, and to the poor Te- 
nants that have ſuch Land-Lords. But 
much more wo to ſuch ſelfiſh oppreſſours, 
that had rather be feared than loved, and 
take it for their honour to be free and able to 
do miſchief, and deſtroy thoſe, whoſe com- 
mon welfare thould be more pleaſant to 
them than their own. And to them efpeci- 
ally that take ſerious godlineſs, and godly 
men to be againſt them, and therefore bend 
their wit and power to ſuppreſs them ; as 
if they ſaid as Luxe 19. 27, We will not 
have this man reign over as, whom Chriſt 
will deſtroy as his untaankſul Enemies, = 
wil 
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will break them with his tron rod, -and daſh 
in peicesas a potters veſſel, Pſal. 2. 

VII. As you love. your ſelves and the 
common good, get good men about you, 
read Pſ.101. 15416. Eſpecially faithful reach- 
ers, and next godly Friends and Servants, 
andCompanions,and read much the H:ſtories 
of the Livcs'of wiſe and Godly men, ſuch 
as K. Edw. 6th. and the Lord Harrington, 
youns men, imitate ſuch excellent perſons 
as Scripture and cther Hiſtory juſtly com- 
mend to your imitation. It will be profita- 
ble to read the Lives of worthy men, ſuch 
as are gathered by Mr, Clerk, Dr. Fuller, 
T huanus, Beza, yea of the Martyrs; and 
of ſuch Chriſtian Princes as Conſtantine M, 
Theodoſins, &c. Maximilian 2d. Emperor, 
John Frederich_ of Saxony, Philip of Haf- 
fia, Lud. Pins of - France, yea ſuch Hea- 
thens as Titus, Trajan, Adrian, but eſpt- 
cially M. Axzrel. Antoaize and Alex, Seve- 
rus : Yea and ſach Lawyers, Fhiloſophers, 
Phyſicians, but eſpecially Divines, as /el- 
chior Adamus in Four Volums hath recorded ; 
and of ſuch Biſhops as Cyprian, Natzianzene, 
Ambroſe Auſtin, Baſil, Chryſoſtome, and our 
Uſrer and ſuch others. 

VIIE. Live not in [dlercfs (a3 the Sons of 
rich men too oft do) for that will ruſt and 
corrupt your minds, and cheriſh beſotting, 
damning 
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damning luſts, and fender you worthleſs and 
uſeleſs in the world, and conſequently the 
greateſt plagues of your Country, to which 
you ſhould be the greateſt helps and blef- 
ſings. Makeas much Conſcience of improv- 
ing your hours, as if you were the pooreſt 
men : you have moſt wages, and ſhould do 
God moſt work. Letholy and uſeſul ſtudies 
one part of the day, and doing good to others 
another part, and nece{lary refreſhment and 
exerciſe another, take up your time ; you 
have none allowed you for any thing unpro- 
fitable, much leſs hurtful]. 

O whata bleſſing to the world are wiſe 
Godly Magiſtrates, and what a curſe arethe 
Fooliſh and Ungodly. 

IX. Remember that the grand deſign of 
the Devil and all deceivers is to delude and 
corrupt the rulers of the people, knowing 
how much they ſignifie by their Laws, Pow- 
er and Examples : and how ſad it will be 
to be judged as a Perſccutor or a Captain of 
iniquity. And therefore you mult have a 
Sreater ſeli-ſuſpicien, and fear of ſeduQion 
and fin than others ; and muſt watch crore 
carefully againft wickeds Counſel and exam- 

ple, but eſpecially the Temptations of your 
own fleſh, and corrupted nature, and of 
your V Vealta and place. 


CHAP. 


oc AE MY 
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1 CHAP. XIII. 


Counſel to Parents (ail Ti ntors of. Youth.) * 


ers; 'what on their parts is neceſſary; 

to their great duty, .and the good. of 
Youth, it would be. more! than all that4 
have ſaid already ; but that is not the pre- 
ſent work. , and you. may ſee much of 'it 
done in'my Chr##tian Direttory. ' But 'be= 
cauſe ſo: much lyeth en their hands, I be» 
ſeech all ſuch that read theſe lines, to:re- 
member. Tv" 


& Hould Inow ſay, toParents and Teach« 


1. How near their relation-to their Chil- 
dren is, and that for a Parent. to betray their 
Souls to Sin and Hell, by negle& or: by ith 
means, ſeems more.. unexcuſable cruelty; 
than for the Devil a known Enemy todo 
it, Wo | Shs | 

Il. How very much their welfare 1s en- 
truſted to your care, you have the Teaching 
of them -before the Miniſters ,- and: have 
them alwaies nearer with you, and have» 
greater power over them, O ! that you 

| | N knew 
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knew what holy inſtructions, and heavenly 
excitations and good example God requireth * 
of you for theit good 5 Arid how much of | 
the hopes of the Church and World lie on } 
the Holy skill and fidelity of Parents, in the 
riht educationof youth. 910 ; 

[1]. O feed not their ſinful Jeſies and | 
luſts; uſe them not to pride, to idleneſs, | 
to tov | nuch fulneſs or pleaſing of the app | 
tite ;.\but teach them the reaſohsaf Tempe- 
rance , and Mortification ; and;'the:ſin and 
miſchief of all ſenſuality. 

IV; Yet uſe them "wich tender fatherly 
Lote, and make them;perceive that it is for 
their own good, and cheriſh their profitable 
delights '; ſtudy how to make all Dd de- 
lightful to them, encourage and 'reward 
them. Tell them of the wiſdom and good- | 
neſs of Gods word, and let them read the 
Livesof Holy men. 

'V: Chooſe them both Callings, Habitats 
ons and Relations which make moſt for the 
common good, and: for the advantage of 
their Souls, and mot thoſe that mo{k ſerve 
Covetouſneſs, Pride or Slothfulneſs. 

VI. Know their particular inclinations, 
corruptions and temptations , and accord- 
ingly watch and _ them, as you would 
do againſt death. . 


VII. Sct- 
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VIL Settle them under wiſe and godly 
Paſtors, and in the familiar Company of 
godly perſons, eſpecially of their: age-and 
uſual converſe: 
VIM, Keep them as much: as poſſib 
from Temptations at home and abroad 
cially thoſe that tend to ſenſuality and to im- 
| prety or corrupting their judgments againſt 

| Religion. Thruſt them not beyond Sea or 
elſewhere unfortified among deceivers, for a 
meer Ornament, as ſome cruelly do. 

IX. Remember how you dedicated them 
to Chriſt in Baptiſm , and what was pro- 
miſed, and what renounced, and what you 
bound yourſelves to do. | 

X. Remember ſtill how much the happi- 
neſs or miſery of Church, and Kingdoms, 
and of the World, doth lie on the right or 
wrong' educating of Youth by Parents; 
much more . than our ' Univerſities or 
Schoals, -': | 

Xi. Remember that your own comfort 
or ſorrow in them, _ moſt on your 
ownduty or negle@ ; af they prove wicked 


and Plagues of the World; and you are the 
canſe, 1t may tear your hearts, but what a 
joy. is it to be the means of their Salva® 
tion, and of their publick ſerve aw the 
World. X SITE 
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XII: Diſgrace fin to them, and com- 
mend: holineſs by word and prattice, and 
be your: ſelves what you would have them 
be. And pray daily for them and your 
ſelves. ;; The Lord: bleſs is GEE to 
aſk and you. 


- * . = bo & . - 


CHAP. XIV. 
Whit AYE _— fo each other As 
"ELDER and; TONGER: 


6. F; Ti is wo cloak in Scripture and Rea- 
-T ſon-that there are many ſpecial du- 

ties, which the Elder and Younger,as ſuch, - 

owe: to cach other. - The Elder-are bound. 

1:3, To be wiſer than the Younger , as 
having longer:time; and ſo to be their inftru- 
&ersan their ſeveral places. «. 

: 2c And. eſpecially to deliver -down to 
them the. Sacred Scripture which they re 
exived, and the Memorials of Gods went | 
done for his Church in their dayes, and 
which they received from their F _ 

oi ds $ . And 
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3. And to go before them inthe example 
ofa holy and heavenly Life, Fob 32.4, and 
8..8. Heb. 5.14. Tit. 2,2.3. 1 Fo. 2.135 
14. Judg.6.13. Pſal. 44. 1. and 78. 3,5: 
Dent. 1. 21. Exod. 12.26, Dent. 11, 19. 
of. 4.6. 21, 22. Foel. 1.3. 

F. 2. And nature and Scripture tell its 
that the Townger owe much Duty to the 
Elder ſam?®d up, 1 Pet. 5. 5. Te Younger ſub- 
mit your ſelves to the Elder ; this ſubmiſſion) 
includeth eſpecially, a reverence to their 
judgments, preferring them before their 
own, and ſuppoſing that ordinarily they are 
wiſer than the younger, and therefore living 
towards their Elders in a humble Learning 
diſpoſition, and not proudly ſetting their 
unfurniſhed wits againſt their greater expe- 
rience without very evident reaſon. For the 
underſtanding of which note. 

$. 3. 1. That it is certain that meer 
Age doth not make men wiſe or good, none 
are more ſottiſhly and uncurably ignorant 
than the aged ignorants ; and few ſo bad as 
the old obſtinate ſinners. For they grow 
worſe deceiving and being deceived , and 
more and more abuſe Gods mercy , and 
are ſtill going further from him , as the 
faithful are growing better and nearer to 
him. 
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2. And it is certain that Ged greatly 
bleſſeth ſome young mens underſtandings, 
and 'maketh them wiſer than the aged and 
their Teachers. T 

3. And ſuch a one is not bound to think 
that he knoweth not what he knoweth ; nor 
to believe that every old man is wiſer than 
he ; allthis we grant. THY 

$. 4. But though, Eccl. 4. 13, Better s 
& poor and a wiſe Chi'q , than an old and 
fooliſh King who will no more be admoniſhed, 

et, 

i. It is certain that knowledge cometh 
much by experience ; and long experience 
and uſe, is farre more powerful than the 
ſhort - And Time and Converſe is neceſſa- 
ry to it ; naturally or ordinarily long learn- 
ing and uſe increaſeth 9h ws not all 
take it for granted that uſually t boys 
been many years at School are better wha 
Scholars than beginners ; and ſo inall other 
acquiſitions. T herefore it was the Flders 
that were commonly the Rulers of the peo- 
pee in Church and Commonwealth, and the 

aſtors and Rulers are thence called Elders - 
And if they were not ordinarily the wiſeſt, 
why did 1ot God make the Children the or- 
dinary Teachers and Rulers of their Pa- 
rents, but the Parents of the Children ? 
Old men ay be Ignorant and Erroneous 
| as 
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as well as wicked but young. men cannot - 


be ripe in wiſdom without a miracle ; we 
are not therefore now to ſuppoſe unuſual 
| things to be uſual. \ Qrdinarily youth is ig- 
norant and raw ; their conceptions undige 
ed, not well fixed or improved : It is but 
few things that they know; and their igna= 
rance of the reſt, maketh them lyable to 
many Erraurs, Heb. 5, 11, 12. For the 
Time ye ought to bave been Teachers, fitneſs 
to teach ſuppoſeth Time, the young cannot 
digeſt ſtrong meats, A Novice muſt not 
be a Biſhop, the reaſon may ſeem ſtrange, 
8 Leſt be be lift up with Fride,and fall into the 
| condemnation of the Dewil, 1 Tim. 3. 6. 
One would: think yeurb ſhould be maſt hume 
| ble as conſcious of defettiveneſs. But be» 
Z cauſe the Ignorant know not that mare is to 
be kzown than ever they attained, therefore 
they know not their own 1gnorance. 


2. And this PROUD IGNORANCE 
is ſo odious a fin, and the nurſe of ſo many 
more, and fo great an Enemy to wiſdom 
and all good, that it is no wonder that it is 
| the way to the condemnation of the Devil. 


$.5. Therefore though young men ſhould 
not receive any. Falſhood, Herehic, or ill ex- 


ample fromthe aged, yer they ſhould ſtill re- 
5 et] N 4 member 
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ber that ceter@:paribus, Age hath the great | 
advantage for knowledge, and youth muſt 
needs live in anchumble teachable ſence of 

norance ;z other, 4nens abuſe of Time, 
and aged folly ;will-not prove them miracu- | 
louſly wiſe.  'The aged are alwaics the | 
wiſeſt if they equally improve their time 
and helps. 

F. 6. It is ſo odious a fin for Lads and 
young Students to be ſelf-conceited, and un- | 
teachable;z and ſet up their apprehenſions 
with ungrounded confidence againſt their 
Elders, that all ſhould be very fearful of that 
Built , and have ſuch humble thoughts of | 
their own underſtandings, as to be jealous | 
of their conceptions ; for all theſe Vices 
makeup their ſelf-conceited prefidence. 

' 1. Itis bothgreat ignorance of the dark- 
neſs of mens underſtanding, and great ig- 
norance of themſelves, to be ignorant that 
they are ignorant, and to think they are 
ſure of that which they know not. 

2, It is an odious ſort: of Pr:;de, to over- 
value an ignorant underſtanding, and to be | 
proudly confident of that which they have 
r.07, | 

3. It is folly to think that Truth can 
be known, without ſufficient 'time and try- 
al; and contrary to the Worlds continual 
experience. 

is 4. It 
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4. Itis an abſurd, an inhumane, a ſubvert- 
ing of the order of World,for Lads to ſet up 
their Wits by groundleſs ſelf-conceitedneſs 
againſt their Elders, as for Subjedts to ſet 
their Wills againſt Rylers. 

5- It is a continual «righteouſneſs ; there 
is a juſtice required in our common pon 
judging, as well as in Judges publick judg- 
ment. And all ſhould be heard and tryed 
before we peremptorily judge. 

6. It is a neft of continual Error in the 
mind, which is the Souls deformity , and 
contrary to natures love of Truth. 

8. 7. Andit hath abundance of miſchie- 
vous effects. 

1, It keepeth out that Truth or Know- 
ledge which ſhould be received. It obſti- 
nately refiſteth neceſſary teaching, whereas 
the willingeſt entertainment is little enough 
to get true knowledge, even by flow de- 
Srees. As God giveth birds an inſtinct to 
feed their young, ſo the young ones by in- 
ſtin& hunger, and open their mouths. But 
if they abhorr'd their meat and muſt be 
cram'd, they would commonly periſh , 
thatknowledge, that ſuch get, muſt be from 
themſelves, in their own th:zk:ng and cbſer- 
vation only : Whete their minds are yet 
unfurniſhed with thoſe "Truths that muſtler 
in more, and daily objects will occaſion 
crrour 
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erronr or confuſion in their minds that are 


unprepared to improve them, and their own 


Iifts will pervert them, and one errour 
draw in more, whereas the help of thoſe 
| that by long and ſuccefSfal Study, | have 
rightly ordered and digeſted their concepti- 
ons, might be an exceeding help to willing 
Learners. 

2. And ſuch by Pride do forfeit the Grace 


of God, which he giveth to the humblezand. 


refiſteth the proud ; and are oft given up to 
the ſelf-conceitedneſs which they ſo defend, 
till their own Counſels and ways be their 
confuſion. | 

3. And the Devil hath advantage to ſet 
in, and even poſſeſſe ſuch proud,prepared ig- 
norant minds, and become their Teacher , 
and lead them almoſt to what he will, a- 
gainſt Truth, and the Church, and them- 
ſelves, and God. 

4. And ſelf-conceit, and haſty confidence 
maketh them continual -lyers; even while 
they rage for what they ſay as true: For 
being uſually miſtaken for want of patient 
tryal, they ſay what they think, and are 
not to be much btlieved in their prefidence. 

S. 8. But ſeeing many old men are 19no- 
rant and erroneous, and ſome young men have 
Sounder underſtandings, how ſhall T know when 
I am guilty of proud, ſelf-conceit, and prefi- 


dence 
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| dence, and refuſing others judgment. Anſw. 
.1, When you raſhly. negled their judge- 
meyt and Counſel, who have had as good 
helps and parts as you, and far longer time 
and experience, without ſo much as hear- 
ing what they have to ſay, and taking time 
to trye the cauſe according to its weight, 
eſpecially if they be ſuch as nature or-rela- 
tion obliged you to learn of. 2. When you 
eafilier ſuſpect ſuch than your own under- 
ſtandings. 3. When your confidence of 
your underſtandings is fo unproportionable 
to your Time and Studies, that you muſt 
ſuppoſe you know by a miracle or ſome rare 
capacity and wit ; as if you had got morein 
a few years than the reit of mankind doth 
in many. 4. When vou judge ſuddenly 
before you take time to think, and may 
know that you never heard what may be 
ſaid againſt you. 

5. When you talk moſt ina bold aſſert- 
ing ora Teaching way, asif you were Ora- 
cles to be heard and revcrenced, and not 
ina humble enquiring way,with that neceſſa- 
ry doubting which beſcemeth Learners ; ex- 
cept ye become as Lirtle Children in teacha- 
ble humility, you are net fit for the School 
of Chriſt, Marth. 38. 3. Even he that is a 
Teacher muit be a Learner ſtill ; as con- 
ſcious of his remaining iguorance, and not 
think himſelf above it, nor ſet himſclf to 
diſ- 
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diſpute againſt all that he underſtdhds notzbut 
continue humbly to ſearch and tri&:6. Whe 
thoſe Reaſons of your own ſecm good andf 
cogent, which are ſufficiently confuted, and 

' you cannot ſee it, or which men'of the moſt] 
approved Learning & fitneſs to judg'do judg 
tobe but folly; & when other mens ſoundeſt} 
reaſons ſeem light to you, becauſe you jud 
by a proud and ſelfiſh underſtanding, confi- 
dent and tenacious of all that is your own,ſ 
and contemning that which is againſt you. 

7. When you can too eaſily without cer- 
tain cogent reaſon difſent from the judg-E 
ment, not only of thoſe whoſe Light andF 
Integrity, hath by ſelf-manifeſtation con-Y 
vinced the World, but alſo from the genera-F 
lity of ſuch as are commonly known to be 
the wiſe, godly and impartial ; yea per- 
haps from all the Church of Chriſt. 

8. When the moſt and wiſeſt men that 
know you, think you not ſo wiſe as you 
think your ſelves, nor your reaſon ſo good ; 
but pity your ſelf-conceitedneſs, and yet 
this brings you not to ſuſpect and trie. 

9. When you are hardly and rarely 
brought to an humble confeſſion of your 
crrours, but in all debates you ſeem ſtill, 
what cver thecauſe be, to be in the right, 
and when you have once faid it you will 
ſtand toit, and juſtifie untruths, or extenu- 
ate and excuſe them, 10. Where 
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'Y 10. When yon too much affe& the e- 
teem of wiſdom, an&4/love to have your 
idgments a Rule to others, and are unfit 
Or true ſubjeQtion. 
| Ina word when. inſtead' of being ſwift ro 
ear, ſlow to ſpeaky and ſlow to wrath, you 
re 'ſwsft to ſpeak, and dittate, ſlow' to hear 
nd learn, and ſwift to wrathful cenſure of 
D:ſſenters. 
'F- F. 9.-So common and hurtful is this ſin 
mankind, that you ſhould till be duely- 
Fearful of it ; Errour I fear taketh up the® Nt 
reater half of the thoughts of men , and , 
oft are rather deceived than in the right, 
ind mans mind in fleſh is in great darkneſs, 
Find therefore PROUD IGNORANCE is a 
monſtrous and pernicious vice; and moſt of 
the confuſjons and miſerics of the World, of 
IKingdoms, Churches and all Societies come 
fromit. Yeathough it ſeems moſt contra- 
ry to Stepticiſm, it tendeth art laſt to Infi- 
delity or Atheiſm. For when experience 
hath convinced ſuch, that their moſt confi« 
dent rage, was but a miſtake, they- turn to 
think that there is nothing certain, and deny 
the greateſt Truths. It is by this one fin of 
proud ſelf-conceitedneſs in faiſe thoughts, that 
Kingdoms, Churches and the World by ob- 
ſtinacy ſeems remedileſs, and the wiſeſt 
men that would 'cure them can do no good, 
but on themſelves and few. 8. 10, 


LY 
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&: 10. But it is no where more unnatura 
than in Chiſdren againk their Patents Coun- 
ſel, and Scholars againſt their Tutors, and 
Ignorant perſons, againſt the-common con- 
. ſentof the moſt able Godly Paſtors. Whatan 
odious thing is it to ſee an ignorant Lad run 
againſt all his Fathers words, and think that 
he is wiſer and always in the right and to 
hear ignorant perſons magiſterially zudge 
aad deſpiſe their wiſc and faithful. Teachers, 
bgfore they are capable to underſtand them, 
or the matter of which they talk; ? Oh! 
how. happily might Parents, and Paſtors, 
and wiſe men promotes knowledge and 
goodneſs in the world, were it not, for 
this ſelfiſh prefidence which ſhuts the door 
againſt their neceflary helps. 


CH AP. XV. 


Tbe Conclufion, to Miniſters, +. 
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| Here is another ſort of Helpers, on 
whom the wellfare of Youth much de- 
pcnds 
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pends; even the Miniſters of Chrift, But 
I preſume not here to teach them :. Inmy 
Reformed Paſtor, | have ſpoken ſomewhat 
freely when 1 had leave. 1 cannot. expe& 
that thoſe that filence me ſhould. hear. me ; 
nor will think that able faithfoll Miniſters 
need my Counſell. But all that 1 will now 
fay is, 'humbly to intreat, thoſe who. take no 
oreat pains with the young perſons, in their 
Pariſhes,  and- will not be admomſhed by 
ſuch as I, but to read Jlarriz Bucer (who 
had ſo greata hand in counſelling our. Refor- 
mers that made the Liturgy) his Book de 
Regno Dei, his Cenjure of the Liturgy, ef- 
pecially of Baptiſm, Confirmation, Ordinati- 
v2 and Diſcipline; and his vehement preſſng 
the neceſſity of Congregational Diſcipline, and 
| denying the Sacrament 49 the unmeet, and the 
| neceſſuy of keepins Baptized Yonths among the 
Catechumens, tl at age they come to true une 
derſtanding of the Covenartt, which they made 
and muſt renew, - au. till they. give credible 
ſigns of real Godlyneſe by -a Godly Life, and 
of what miſchievous ef etts it 5 to confermthemy 
and admit them to the Lords Supper, on their 
bare ſaying the words of the Catechiſm, the 
Creeds, Lords Prayer and Decalogue, with- 
out tryed Underſtanding and ſerious Piety , 
And what a wron 11 13 tothe Chriſtian Church 


and 
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and Religion, to confound and corrupt our Com 
munion' for want of Pariſh Diſcipline and d:- 
ftinftrons.” And how little good all Canons or 
Laws for Reformation or Religions duty will 
do; if the* Miniſtry bt' ignorant, worldly and 
ungad'y, "und the Chugghes be not taught and 
guide; by able godly;humble, ſelf-denying and 
loving Paſtors. © © | 

Lbefeech you read himdiligently, he was 
no 'violent man, and his books here menti- 
oned were purpoſely written for XK. Ed- 
ward, andthe Biſhops, and Church of Eng- 
lard, and accepted. kindly by them. His 
burntbones were honourably vindicated by 
the publick praiſe, 'and his memory by ma- 
ny in Cxmbridge ſolemnly commended to 
poſterity - I beſfeech you let his Counſel in 
thefe Books be revived,and trueReformation 
be tryed by their Light.l hope they will hear 
that great and' moderate Reformer thatwill 
not hear me, or ſuch as I. And if'you will 
adde the Reading of old Salvian,and of Nic. 
Clemangss, it may'do you good, and excite 
you to do good to others, and promote the 
ends of this Adviſe to'Touth. 

L 
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